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The  Reafbn  of  Church-government 

urg’d  againft  Prelaty. 

THE  PREFACE. 

N the  publishing  of  humane  lawes,  which  for  the  moft 
part  aime  not  beyond  the  good  of  civill  fociety,  to 
let  them  barely  forth  to  the  people  without  reafbn 
or  Preface,  like  a phyficall  prefcript,  or  only  with 
threatnings,  as  it  were  a lordly  command,  in  the 
judgement  of  ‘Plato  was  thought  to  be  done  neither  generoufly  nor 
wifely.  His  advice  was,  feeing  that  perfuafion  certainly  is  a more 
winning,  and  more  manlike  way  to  keepe  men  in  obedience  then 
feare,  that  to  fiich  lawes  as  were  of  principal!  moment,  there  fhould 
be  us’d  as  an  indu&ion,  iome  well  temper’d  difcourfe, (hewing  how 
good,  how  gainfull , how  happy  it  maft  needs  be  to  live  according 
to  hbnefty  andj'uftiee,  which  being  utter’d  with  thofe  native  co- 
lours and  graces  offpeech,  as  true  eloquence  the  daughter  of  vertue 
■can  bell  beftowupon  her  mothers  prailes,  would  fo  incite,  and  in  a 
manner,  charme  the  multitude  into  the  love  of  that  which  is  really , 
good.as  toimbrsce.it  ever  after, not  ofcuftome  and  a we,which  moft ' 
men  do,  but  of  choice  and  pur  pole,  with  true  and  conhant  delight. 
Butt  his  praftice  wemay  learn, from  a better  & more  ancient  autho- 
rity, then  any  heathen  writer  hath  to  give  us,  and  indeed  being  a 
point  of  fo  high  wifdome  & worth,  how  could  it  be  but  we  (hould 
find  it  in  that  book,  within  whofe  facred  context  all  wifdome  is  in- 
folded? Mofes  therefore  the  only  Lawgiver  that  we  can  believe  to 

have  beene  vifibly  taught  of  God,  knowing  how  vaine  it  was  to 
write  lawes  to  men  whofe  hearts  were  not  firftfeafon'd  with  the 
Knowledge  of  God  and  of  his  workes,  began  from  the  book  of  Ge- 
nefis,  as  a prologue  to  bis  lawes;  which  Jofephus  right  well  hath  no- 
tec.  That  the  nation  of  the  Jewes  , reading  therein  the univerfall 
goodnene  of  God  to  all  creatures  in  theCreation,  and  his  peculiar 
favour  to  them  in  his  eleftion  of  Abraham  their  anccftor,  from 

A wham 


8 The  Preface. 

whom  they  could  derive  fomany  bleflingsupon  themfelves,  might 
be  mov’d  to  obey  fi  cerely  by  knowing  fo  good  a reafon  of  their 
obedience.  If  then  in  theadminiftrationofcivill  juftice,  and  under 
theobfeurity  of  Ce:  emoniall  rites,  fuch  care  was  had  by  the  wife  if 
of  the  heathen,  and  b y Mofes  among  the  Jewes,  tainftruft  them  at 
lead  in  a general!  reafon  of  that  government  to  which  their  fub;e- 
ftion  was  requir’d , how  much  more  ought  the  members  of  the 
Church  under  the  Gofpell  feeke  to  informe  their  undemanding 
in  the  reafon  of  that  government  which  the  Church  claimes  to  have 
over  them  : efpecially  for  that  the  Church  hath  in  her  immediate 
cure  thofe  inner  parts  and  affe&ions  of  the  mind  where  the  feat  of 
reafon  is;  having  power  to  examine  our  fpirituall  knowledge, and  to 
demand  fromusin  Gods  behalfe  a ferviceintirely  reafonabie.  But 
becaafe  about  the  manner  and  order  of  this  government,  whether  it 
ought  to  be  Presbyteriall,  or  Prelaticall,  fuch  endlefie  queftion,  or 
rather  aproare  is  arifen  in  this  land,  as  may  be  juftly  term’d,  what 
the  feaver  is  to  the  Phyfitians,  the  eternall  reproach  of  our  Divines; 
whiled  other  profound  C'erks  of  late  greatly,  as  they  conceive,  to 
the  advancement  of  Prelaty,  are  foearnedly  meting  out  the  Lydi- 
an proconfularAfia.to  make  good  the  prime  metropolis  ofEphefus, 
as  if  fome  of  our  Prelates  in  all  hade  meant  to  change  their  foile, 
and  become  neighbours  to  the  Englifh  Bsltiop  of  Ghalcedon ; and 
whiled  good  Breerwooel  as  buliiy  bedirres  himfelfe  in  our  vulgar 
tongue  to  divide  precifely  the  three  Patriarchats,  of  Rome,  Alexan- 
dria, and  Antioch,  and  whether  to  any  of  thefe  England  doth  be- 
long, I (hall  in  the  meane  while  not  ceafe  to  hope  through  the  mer- 
cy and  grace  of  Cbrid,  the  head  and  husband  of  his  Church,  that 
' England  fhordy  is  to  belong,  neither  to  See  Patriarchal! , norSee 
Prelaticall,  buttothe  faithful!  feeding  and  difeiphning  of  thatmi- 
nideriall  order,  which  the  blefied  Apodles conditated  throughout 
theChurchts:  aodthisl  ftv  11  allay  to  prove  can  be  no  other,  then 
that  of  Presbyters  and  Deacons.  And  if  any  man  incline  to  thinke 
I undertakes  taske  too  difficult  for  my  yeares , I trad  through  the 
fapremc  iniightning  affidance  farre  otherwise;  for  my  yeares,  be 
they  few  or  many,  what  imports  it?  fo  they  bring  reafon, let  that  be 
lookt  on  : and  for  the  task,  from  hence  that  the  quedion  in  hand  is 
fo  needfull  to  be  known  at  this  time  chiefly  by  every  meaner  capa- 
city , and  containes  in  it  the  explication  of  many  admirable  and 
heavenly  privileges  reacht.outtous  by  the  Gofpell,!  conclude  the 
task  mud  be  eafir.  God  having  to  this  end  ordain’d  his  Gofpell  to 
be  the  revelation  of  his  power  and  wifdome  iuChcilt  Jefus.  And 
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this  is  one  depth  of  his  wifdome,  that  he  oouid  fo  plainly  reveale 
fo  great  a meafureofitto  the  grofTe  diftorted  apprehenfionot  de- 
cay’d mankinds  Let  others  therefore  dread  and  fhun  the  Scrip- 
tures for  their  darkneife,  I (hall  wiffc  1 may  defcrve  to  be  reckon’d 
among  thofe  who  admire  and  dwell  upon  them  for  their  clearnefle. 
And  this  feemes  to  be  the  caufe  why  in  thofe  places  of  holy  writ, 
wherein  is  treated  of  Church-government,  the  reafons  thereof  are 
not  formally,  and  profeftiy  fet  downe,  becaufe  to  him  that  heeds  at- 
tentively the  drift  and  fcope  of  Chriftian  profeffion,  they  eafily  im- 
ply themfelves,  which  thing  further  to  explane,  haviog  now  pre- 
fac’d enough,!  (hall  no  longer deferre* 


CHAR  L 

That  Church- govtrnemtnt  is  preferib'd  in  the  Gojpelt , and 
that  to fay  othermfe  is  unfonnd . 

| He  firft  and  greateft  reafon  of  Church-government,  we 
may  fecu^ely  with  the  affent  of  many  on  the  adverfe 
part,  affirme  to  be,  becaufe  we  findeit  fo  ordain’d  and 
fet  out  to  us  fey  the  appointment  of  God  in  the  Scrip* 
tures  5 but  whether  this  be  Presby  teriall,or  PrelaticalJ, 
it  cannot  be  brought  to  the  fcanning,  tint  ill  I have  faid  what  is  meet 
to  fome  who  do  not  think  it  for  the  ealc  of  their  inconfequent  opi- 
nions, to  grant  that  Church  difeipline  is  platform'd  in  the  Bible, 
but  that  it  is  left  to  the  diferetion  of  mem  To  this  conceit  of  theirs 
I anfwer,  that  it  is  both  unfound  and  untrue.  For  there  is  not  that 
thing  in  the  world  of  more  grave  and  urgent  importance  through- 
out the  whole  life  ofman,  then  is  difeipline.  Whatneed!  inftance? 
He  that  hath  read  with  judgement , of  Nations  and  Common- 
wealths, of  Cities  and  Camps, cf  peace  and  warre,  fea  and  land,  will 
readily  agree  that  the  flourifhing  and  decaying  of  all  civiii  focie- 
ties,  all  the  moments  and  turnings  of  humane  occafions  are  mov'd 
to  and  fro  as  upon  the  axle  of  difeipline.  So  that  whatfoever 
power  or  fway  in  mortall  things  weaker  men  have  attribu- 
ted to  fortune,  I durft  with  more  confidence  (the  honour  of  di- 
vine providence  ever  fav’d)  aferibe  either  to  the  vigor,  or  the  flack- 
ncfTe  of  difeipline.  Nor  is  there  any  fociabie  perie&ion  in  this  life 
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civiil  or  facred  that  can  be  above  discipline , but  (he  is'that  which 
with  her  mufic all  cords  preferves  and  holds  ail  the  parts  thereof  to- 
gether. Hence  in  thole  perfe&  armies  of  Cyrus  in  Xenophon,  and 
Sclpio  in  the  Romm  dories,  the  excellence  of  military  skill  w.s 
efteem’d,  not  by  the  not  needing,  but  by  the  readied  fubmicting  to 
the  edi&s  of  their  commander.  And  certainly  difeipline  is  not  on- 
ly the  rcmovall  of  diforder,  but  if  any  vifible  flu  pc  can  be  given  to 
divine  things,  the  very  vifible  (hape  and  image  of  vertue,  whereby 
(he  is  not  only  feene  in  the  regular  gedures  and  motions  of  her  hea- 
venly paces  as  (he  walkes,  but  alfo  makes  the  harmony  of  her 
voice  audible  to  mortall  eares.  Yea  the  Angels  themfelves,in  whom 
no  diforder  is  fear’d  , as  the  Apoftle  that  faw  them  in  his  rapture 
deferibes,  are  diftinguiftit  and  quaterniond  into  their  celeftiall 
Princedomes,  and  Satrapies,  according  as  God  himfelfc  hath  writ 
his  Imperiall  decrees  through  the  great  provinces  of  heav’n.  Th;e 
date  alfo  of  the  blefied  in  Paradife,  though  never  fo  perfeft,  is  not 
therefore  left  without  difeipline,  whofe  golden  furvaying  reed 
marks  out  and  measures  every  quarter  and  circuit  of  new  Jcrufa- 
lem.  Yet  is  it  not  to  be  conceiv’d  that  thofe  eternall  effluences  of 
fan&ity  and  love  in  the  glorified  Saints  fhould  by  this  meanes  be 
confin9d  and  oloy’d  with  repetition  of  that  which  is  preferib’d, 
but  that  our  happinefiemay  orbe  it  felfe  into  a thoufand  vagancies 
ofglory  and  delight , and  with  a kinde  of  eccentricall  equation  be 
as  it  were  an  invariable  Planet  of  joy  and  felicity  3 how  muchleffe 
can  we  believe  that  God  would  leave  bis  fraile  and  feeble , though 
not  lefle  beloved  Church  here  below  to  the  perpetuall  dumble  of 
conje&ure  and  didurbance  in  this  our  darke  voyage  without  the 
card  and  compaffe  of  Difeipline.  Which  is  fo  hard  to  be  of  mans 
making,  that  we  may  fee  even  in  the  guidance  of  a civiil  ilatc  to 
worldly  happinefle,  it  is  not  for  every  learned,  or  every  wife  man, 
though  many  of  them  confult  in  common,  to  invent  or  frame  a difc 
cipline,  but  if  it  be  at  all  the  worke  of  man,  it  mud  be  of  fuch  a one 
as  is  a true  knower  of  himfelfe,  and  himfelfe  in  whom  contempla- 
tion and  pra&ice,  wit,  prudence,  fortitude,  and  eloquence  mud  be 
rarely  met,  both  to  comprehend  the  hidden  caufes  of  things,  and 
fpan  in  his  thoughts  all  the  various  effe&s  that  paffion  or  complexi- 
on can  worke  in  mans  nature  j and  hereto  mud  his  hand  be  at  defi- 
ance with  gaine,  and  his  heart  in  all  vercues  heroick.  So  far  is  it 
from  the  kenne  ofehefe  wretched  projectors  of  ours  that  befcraull 
their  Pamflcts  every  day  with  new  formes  of  government  for  our 
Church.  And  therefore  all  the  ancient  lawgivers  were  either  truly 
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infpir’d  as  Mofes3  or  were  foch  men  as  with  authority  anough 
might  give  )t  out  to  be  fo,  as  CMinos^  LycurgHs^Numa,  becaufe  they 
wileLy  forethought  that  men  would  never  quietly  fu  bin  it  to  fuch  a 
difcipline  as  had  not  more  of  Gods  hand  in  it  then  mans  To  come 
within  the  narrownefle  of  houfhold  government,  obfervation  will 
[hew  us  many  deepe  counfellers  of  ftate  and  judges  to  demean  them- 
felves  imcormptly  in  the  fetl'd  courfe  of  affaires,  and  many  worthy 
Preachers  upright  in  their  lives,  powerfull  in  their  audience;  but 
look  upon  either  of  thefe  men  where  they  are  left  to  their  own  dis- 
ciplining at  home,  and  you  (hall  foone  perceive  for  all  their  [ingle 
knowledge  and  uprightnefife,  how  deficient  they  are  in  theregula- 
ting  of  their  own  family  5 not  only  in  what  may  concerne  the  ver- 
tuous  and  decent  compofure  of  their  minds  in  their  feverall  places, 
but  that  hich  is  of  a lower  and  eafier  performance,  the  right  pof- 
feffing  of  the  outward  velfell , their  body,  in  health  or  [icknefle, 
reft  or  labour,  diet,  or  abftinence,  whereby  to  render  it  more  pliant 
to  the  foule5and  ufetull  to  the  Common- wealth:  which  if  men  were 
but  as  good  to  difeipline  themfelves,  as  fome  are  to  tutor  their 
Horfes  and  Hawks,  it  could  not  be  fo  groffein  rhoft  houfholdr.  if 
then  it  appear  fo  hard  and  fo  little  knowne,  how  to  governe  a houfe 
well,  which  is  thought  of  fo  eafie  difeharge,  and  for  every  m ans  un- 
dertaking , what  skill  of  man , what  wifdome,  what  parts,  can  be 
fufficient  to  givelawes  & ordinances  to  the  eledt  houfhold  of  God  > 
If  we  could  imagine  that  he  had  left  it  at  randome  without  his  pro- 
vident and  gracious  ordering,  who  is  he  fo  arrogant  fo  prefumptu- 
ousthat  durft  difpofe  and  guide  the  living  arke  of  the,  holy  Ghofi*, 
though  he  fhould  finde  it  wandring  in  the  field  of  'Bethjhemefh 
without  the  confcious  warrant  of  fome  high  calling.  But  no  pro- 
fane infolence  can  paralell  that  which  our  Prelates  dare  avouch  to 
drive  outragioufly , and  (hatter  the  holy  arke  of  the  Church,  not 
born  upon  their  fhoulders  with  pains  and  labour  in  the  word,  but 
drawne  with  rude  oxen  their  officials,  and  theirowne  brute  inven- 
tions. Let  them  make  [hewes  of  reforming  while  they  will5fo  long 
as  the  Church  is  mounted  upon  the  Prelaticall  Cart,  and  not  as  it 
ought  betweene  the  hands  of  the  Minifters  5 it  will  but  [hake  and 
totter  5 and  he  that  fets  to  his  hand  though  with  a good  intent  to 
hinder  the  [hogging  ofit3  in  this  unlawlull  waggonry  wherein  it 
rides,  let  him  beware  it  be  not  fatall  to  him  as  it  was  to  Vzxk.  Cer- 
tainly if  God  bethe  facher  of  his  family  the  Church,  wherein  could 
he  expreffe  that  name  more,  then  in  training  it  up  under  his  owne 
all-wife  and  dear  Oeconomy,  not  turning  it  loofe  to  the  havock  oi 
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Grangers  and  wolves  that  would  ask  no  better  plea  then  this  to  doe 
in  the  Church  of  Ghrift,  what  ever  humour,  fa&ion,  policy,  or  li- 
centious will  would  prompt  them  to*  Againe,  if  Chrift  be  the 
Churches  husband  expe£t  ng  her  to  be  prelected  before  him  a pure 
unfpotced  virgin;in  what  could  he  (hew  his  tender  love  to  her  more, 
then  in  preferibing  his  owne  wayes  which  he  beft  knew  would  be 
to  the  improvement  of  her  health  and  beauty  with  much  greater 
care  doubtlefle  then  the  Perfian  King  could  appoint  for  his  Queene 
Eft  her,  thofe  maiden  dietings  & fet  preferiptions  of  baths, & odors, 
which  may  tender  her  at  Taft  the  more  amiable  to  his  eye.  For  of 
any  age  or  lex , moft  unfitly  may  a virgin  be  left  to  an  uncertaine 
and  arbitrary  education.  Yea  though  (he  be  well  inftru&ed,  yet  is 
ihe  ftill  under  a more  ftrait  tuition,  efpecially  if  betroth’d.  In  like 
manner  the  Church  bearing  the  lame  refembladce,  it  were  not  rea- 
son to  think  ftielhould  be  left  deftitute  ofthat  care  which  is  as  ne- 
cdlary,and  proper  to  her,as  inftru&ion.  For  publick  preaching  in- 
deed is  the  gift  of  the  Spirit  working  as  beft  feemes  to  his  fecret 
will,  but  difcipline  is  thepra<flick  work  of  preaching  dire&ed  and 
apply’d  as  is  moft  requiflte  to  particular  duty;  without  which  it 
were  all  one  to  the  benefit  of  fouls,  as  it  would  be  to  the  cure  of  bo- 
dies, if  all  the  Phyfitians  in  London  fhould  get  into  the  feverall 
Pulpits  of  the  City,  and  alTemblingallthedifealed  in  every  parifh 
fhould  begin  a learned  Le&ure  of  Pleurifies,  Palfies,  Lethargies,  to 
which  perhaps  none  there  prefent  were  inclin'd,  and  fo  without  fo 
much  as  feeling  one  puls , or  giving  the  Ieaft  order  to  any  skilfull 
Apothecary,  fhould  difmifTe’cm  from  time  to  time,  fome  groan- 
ing, Lome  languifhing,  feme  expiring3with  this  only  charge  to  look 
well  to  themfelvcs,  and  do  as  they  heare.  Of  what  excellence  and 
neceffity  then  Church-difcipline  is3how  beyond  the  faculty  of  man 
to  frame  3 and  how  dangerous  to  be  left  to  mans  invention  who 
would  be  every  foot  turning  it  to  finifter  ends , how  properly  alfo 
it  is  the  worke  of  God  as  father , and  of  Chrift  as  Husband  of  the 
Church ; we  have  by  thus  much  heard. 


CHAP.  IE. 

That  Church  government  i s fit  downs  in  holy  Scripture 5 and 
that  to  fay  other  "wife  is  untrue- 

A S therefore  it  is  unfound  to  fay  that  God  hath  not  appointed 
r\  any  fet  government  in  his  Church,  fo  is  it  untrue.  Of  the  time 

of 
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of  the  Law  there  can  be  no  doubtjfor  to  let  pafTe  the  fir#  inftitution 
of  Priefts  and  Levites,  which  is  too  cleare  to  be  iniifted  upon,  when 
the  Temple  came  to  be  built,  which  in  plaine  judgement  could 
breed  n&  cfTentiall  change  either  in  religion,  or  in  the  Prieftly  go- 
vernment $ yet  God  to  Chew  how  little  he  could  endure  that  men 
fampringand  contriving  in  his  worfhip.  though  in  things 
oi  lefTe  regard  , gave  to  David  for  Solomon  not  only  a pattern  and 
modell  of  the  Temple,  butadire&ion  for  the  courfesofthe  Pridls 
and  Levites,  and  for  all  the  worke  of  their  fervicc.  At  the  refut  ne 
from  the  Captivity  things  were  only  reftor’d  after  the  ordinance  of 
LMofes  and  David ; or  if  the  leaft  alteration  be  to  be  found,  they 
had  with  them  infpired  men.  Prophets,  and  it  were  notfober  to 
fay  they  did  ought  of  moment  without  divine  intimation.  In  the 
Prophef  eo  fS^kid  from  the  40  Cbapt.  onward,  after  the  deftru- 
Ction  of  the  Temple,  God  by  his  Prophet  feeking  toweancthe 
hearts  of  the  Jewes  from  their  old  law  to  expert-  a new  and  more 
perfect  reformation  under  Chrift , fe ts  out  before  their  eyes  the 
ftatejy  fabrick  & conftitution  of  his  Church,with  al  the  ccclcfiafti- 
call  lunftions  appertaining ; indeed  the  defeription  is  as  forted  heft 
to  the  apprehenfion  of  thole  times,  typicall  and  fhadowie,  but  in 
fuch  manner  as  never  yet  came  to  pafTe,  nor  never muft  literally, 
j mem  to  annibilat  the  Gofpel.  But  fo  exquifit  and  livefv 
the  defeription  is  in  portraying  the  new  ftate  of  the  Church  * and 
especially  in  thofe  points  where  government  feemes  to  be  mofta- 
ttive,  that  both  Jewes  and  Gentiles  might  have  good  caufe  to  be 
atlur  d,  that  God  when  ever  he  meant  to  reform?  his  Church,  never 
intended  to  leave  the  governement  thereof  delineated  here  in  fuch 
curious  architecture , to  be  patch’t  afterwards  ^ and  varnifh’c  over 
anc*  irnbcI^^ing$  °f*  mansimagination.  D,d  God 
take  fuch  delight  in  meafuring  out  the  pillars,  arches,  and  doorcs  of 
a material!  Temple,  was  he  fo  punCtuall  and  circumfpert  in  lavers 
altars  and  facrifices  foone  after  to  be  abrogated  9 left  any  ofthefe 
Ihould  have  beene  made  contrary  to  his  minded  is  not  a farre  more 
perfect  worke  more  agreeable  to  his  perfe&ion  in  the  moft  perfeft 
ftate  of  the  Church  militant,  the  new  alliance  of  God  toman? 
ihould  not  ne  rather  now  by  his  owne  preferibed  difeipline  have 
calt  his  line  and  levell  upon  the  foule  of  man  which  is  hisrationall 
-temple,  and  by  the  divine  fquare  and  compaffe  thereof  forme  and 
regenerate  in  us  the  lovely  ftiapes  of  vertues  and  graces,  the  fooner 
to  edihe  and  accomplilh  that  immortall  ftature  of  Chrifts  body 
which  is  his  Church,  in  all  her  glorious  lineaments  and  proporti- 


on* 


g The  Reafon  of  Church-government  . &c. 

(r?.  And  that  this  indeed  God  hath  done  f r ns  in  the  Gofpel  we 
(hall  fee  with  open  eyes,  not  under  a vaile.  We  may  pafle  over  the 
hittory  ofthe  Adis  and  other  places,  turning  only  to  thofe  Epiftles 
otS.TWto  Timothy  and  1 itus : v.  here  the  fpirituall  eye  may  dif- 
cerne  more  goodly  and  gracefully  erected  then  all  the  magnificence 
of  Temple  or  Tabernacle,  fuch  a heavenly  ftrufture  of  evangehek 
difeipline  fo  diffufive  of  knowledge  and  charity  to  the  prolperous 
increafeand  growth  ofthe  Church,  that  it  cannot  be  wonder’d  if 
that  elegant  and  artfall  fymmetry  of  the  promifed  new  temple  in 
Ezechiel,  and  all  thofe  fumptuons  things  under  the  Law  were  made 
to  fignifie  the  inward  beauty  and  (plendor  of  the  Chriftian  Church 
thus  govern’d.  And  whether  this  be  commanded  let  it  now  be 
judg’d.  S.  Paul  after  his  preface  to  the  firft  of  Thnothj  which  hee 
concludes  in  the  iyVerfc  with  Amen , enters  upon  the  fubjeftof 
his  Epiftle  which  is  to  eftablifh  the  Church-government  with  a 
command.  This  charge!  commit  to  thee  fon  Timothy : according 
to  the  prophecies  which  went  before  on  thee , that  thou  by  them 
might'ft  war  a good  warfare.  Which  is  plain  enough  thus  expoun- 
ded. This  charge  I commit  to  thee  wherein  I now  go  about  to  in- 
ftruft  thee  how  thou  (halt  fet  up  Church-difciplinc,  thatthoa 
might’ft  warre  a good  warfare,  beating  thy  felfe  conftantly  and 
faithfully  in  the  Miniftery,  which  in  the  i to  the  Corinthians  is  al- 
io call’d  a warfare  t and  l b after  a kinde  of  Parenthens  concerning 
Hjmenau f he  returnes  to  his  command  though  under  the  milde 
word  of  exhorting,  Cap.2.v.  I . I exhort  therefore.  As  if  he  had  in- 
terrupted his  former  command  by  the  occafionall  mention  or  Hy- 
wenew*  More  beneath  in  thei4  V.ofthe  3 C.when  he  hath  deliver  d 
the  duties  of  Bilhops  or  Presbyters  and  Deacons  not  once  naming 
any  other  order  in  the  Church,  he  thus  adder.  Thefe  things  write 
I unto  thee  hoping  to  come  unto  thee  ftiortly  (fuch  necelhty  it  Teems 
there  was)  but  if  I tarry  long,  that  thou  mai’ft  know  how  thou 
oughi’ft  to  behave  thy  feife  in  the  hcule  of  God.  From  this  place 
it  may  be  juftly  ask’r,  whether  Timothy  by  th  s here  written  might 

know  what  was  to  be  knowne  concerning  the  orders  of  Church- 

governours  or  no?  If  he  might,  then  in  fuch  acleerettxt  as  this 
may  we  know  too  without  further  jangle;  if  he  might  not,  then 
did  S.  Paul  write infufficiently,  and  moreover  (aid  not  true,  tor  he 
faith  here  he  might  know,  and  I perfwade  my  felfe  he  did  know  ere 
this  was  written,  but  that  the  Apoftle  had  moreregard  to  the  inftru- 
ftionofus,  then  to  the  informing  of  him.  In  the  fifth  Chap,  a - 
ter  Come  other  Church  precepts  concerning  difeipline,  mark  what 
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a dreadfull  command  followes,  Verfe  21. 1 charge  thee  before  God 
and  the  Lord  JcfusChrift,  and  the eka  Angelf,  that  thou obferve 
thefe  things,  and  as  if  all  were  not  yet  ft  ie  .nough,  he  clofes  up  the 
Epilile  with  an  adiiring  charge  thus.  1 give  thee  charge  in  the 
light  of  God  who  quickneth  all  things,  and  before  Chrift  Jefm.that 
thou  keepe  this  commandement : that  is  the  whole  commandemei.t 
concerning  difeipline,  being  the  m ine  putpofe  ofthe  Epiftle : al, 
though  Honker  would  faine  have  this  denouncement  refen  d to  the 
particular  precept  going  before,  becaufe  the  word  Commandement 
is  in  the  iingnlat  number,  not  remembring  that  even  m the  firft 
Chapt.  ofthis  Epiitle,  the  word  Commandement  is  us’d  in  a plu- 
rall  fenfe,  Ver (.  5.  Now  the  end  of  the  Commandement  is  charity. 
And  what  more  frequent  then  in  like  manner  to  fay  the  Law  of 
Afofes.  So  that  either  to  reftraine  the  hgni  ficance  too  much,  or  too 
much  to  inlarg  it  would  make  the  adjuration  either  not  fo  waighty, 
or  not  fo  pertinent.  And  thus  we  find  here  that  the  rules  of  Cburch- 
difcipline  are  not  only  commanded,  but  hedg'd  about  with  liich  a 
terrible  impalement  ofcommands,  as  he  that  will  break  through 
wilfully  to  violate  the  leafi  of  them,  muft  hazard  the  wounding  of 
his  confcience  even  to  death.  Yet  all  this  notwithftandiag  we  Ihall 
finde  them  broken  wellnigh  all  by  tbe  faire  pretendei  s even  of  the 
next  ages.  No  lefle  to  the  contempt  of  him  whom  they  fain  to  be 
the  archfouader  of  t relaty  S.  Peter,  who  by  what  he  writes  in 
the  5 Chap,  of  his  firft  Epilile  (hould  feeme  to  be  farre  another 
man  then  tradition  teports  him:  thete  he  commits  to  the  Presby- 
ters only  full  authority  both  of  feeding  the  flock , and  Epilcopa- 
ting:  and  commands  that  obedience  be  given  to  them  as  to  the 
mighty  hand  of  God,  wch  is  his  mighty  ordinance.  Yet  all  this  was 
as  nothing  to  repell  the  ventrous  boldnefle  of  innovation  that  en- 
fir’d,  changing  the  decrees  of  God  that  is  immutable,  as  if  they  had 
been  breath'd  by  man.  Neverthelefle  whenChnftby  thofeviltons  , 
ofS.  /«&*  forelhewes  the  reformation  of  his  Cbuich,  he  bids  him 
take  his  R.  ed , and  meet  it  out  againe  after  the  firft  patterne,  for  he 
prefer  1 be*  him  no  other.  Arile,  laid  the  Angell  and  meaiure  the 
Temple  of  God  and  the  Altar,  and  them  that  tvorlhip  therein. 
What  is  there  in  the  world  can  meafaremen  but  difeipline  1 Our 
word  ruling  imports  no  lefle.  Do&rine  indeed  is  the  meaiure,  or 
at  leaft  the  reafon  of  the  meaiure,  tistrue  , but  unlcfle  the  meaiure 
be  a;  ph’d  to  that  which  it  isto  meaiure,  how  can  it . dually  doe 
its  pioper  worke.  Whether  therefore  difeipline  be  all  one  with 
doitrine,  or  the  particular  application  thereofto  this  or  that  per- 


I c The  Reafonef  Church-government)  c £r. 

fbn,  we  all  agsee  that  do&rine  muft  be  fuchonly  as  is  commanded* 
or  whether  it  be  fomething  really  differing  from  do&rine,  yet  was 
it  only  of  Gods  appointments  being  the  aioft  adequat  meafure  of 
the  Church  and  her  children,  which  is  here  the  office  of  a great 
Evangelift  and  the  reed  given  him  from  heaven.  But  that  part  of 
the  Temple  which  is  not  thus  meafur’d,  fo  farre  is  it  from  being  in 
Gods  tuition  or  delight,  that  in  the  following  verfe  he  re/efts  k} 
fiowevcr  in  fhew  and  viability  it  may  fceine  a part  of  his  Church, 
yet  in  as  much  as  it  lyes  thus  unmeafur’d  he  leaves  it  to  be  trampl’d 
by  the  Gentiles,  that  is  to  be  polluted  with  idolatrous  and  Genti- 
lilh  rites  and  ceremonies.  And  that  the  principal!  reformation  here 
foretold  is  already  come  to  paffe  as  well  in  difeipline  as  in  do- 
ctrine the  ftateof  our  neighbour  Churches  afford  us  to  behold.  Thus 
through  all  the  periods  and  changes  of  the  Church  it  hath  beene 
prov’d  that  God  hath  flill  referv’d  to  himfelfe  the  right  of  enacting 
Church-government. 


CHAP.  III. 

That  it  is  dangerous  and  unworthy  the  Gofpell  to  hold  that 
Church-government  isto  he  pattern  d by  the  Law^as  B.  An- 
drews and  the  Trimat  of  Armagh  maintained 

WE  may  rc.turnenow  from  this  interpofing  difficulty  thus  re- 
mov’d, to  affirme,  that  lince  Church-government  is  fo 
ffri&Iy  commanded  in  Gods  Word , the  firft  and  greafceft  rea- 
fbn  why  we  ffiould  fubmit  thereto , is  becaufc  God  hath  fo  com- 
manded. But  whether  of  theietwQ*  Prelaty  or  Presbytery  can 
prove  it  felfe  to  be  fupporteb  by  this  firft  and  greateft  reafon,  muft 
be  the  next  difpute.  Wherein  this  portion  is  to  be  firft  layd  down 
as  granted  ; that  I may  not  follow  a chafe  rather  then  an  argument, 
that  one  of  thefetwo>and  none  other  is  of  Gods  ordaining,  and  ifit 
V,  that  ordinance  muft  be  evident  in  the  Gofpell.  For  the  impei  - 
•S-.ft  andobfeure  inftitution  of  the  Law,  which  the  Apoftles  therr> 
(eJves  doubt  not  oft-times  to  vilifte , cannot  give  rules  to  the  corn- 
pleat  and  glorious  miniftration  of  the  Gofpell,  which  lookes  on  the 
Law,  asona  childe,  not  as  on  a tutor#  And  that  the  Prelates  have 
no  Hire  foundation  in  the  Gofpell,  their  own  guiltineffe  doth  ma« 
nifeft:  they  would  not  elfe  run  quelling  up  as  high  as  Adam  to  fetch 
their  original]  5 as  cis  (aid  one  of  them  lately  did  in  pubfickj  To 

which 
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which  aflertion,  had  I heard  it , becaufe  I fee  they  are  (b  infatible 
of  antiquity  , I (hould  have  gladly  affented , and  Confeft  them  yet 
more  ancient.  For  Lucifer  before  Adam  was  the  firft  prelat  Angel, 
and  both  he3  as  is  commonly  thought,  and  our  forefather  Adamju 
we  ail  know/or  afpiring  above  their  orders,  were  miferably  degra- 
ded. But  others  better  advis’d  arc  content  to  receive  their  beginning 
from  Aaron  and  his  Tons,  among  whom  *2?.  Andrews  oflateyearee, 
and  in  thefe  times  the  Primat  of  ^Armagh  tor  their  learning  are  re- 
puted the  beft  able  to  fay  what  may  be  faid  in  this  opinion.  The 
Primat  in  hisdifeourfe  about  the  originall  of  Epifcopaqy  newly 
revis’d  begins  thus.  The  ground  of  Epifcoracy  is  fctcht  partly 
from  the  pattern  preferibed  by  God  in  the  old  Telfamentjand  part- 
ly from  the  imitation  thereof  brought  in  by  the  Apoftle s.  Herein 
1 mull  entreat  to  be  excus’d  of  the  defil  e I have  to  be  fatish’d-,  how 
for  example  the  ground  of  Epifcop.  is  fctch’t  partly  from  the 
example  of  the  old  Teltament , oy  whom  next , and  by  whofe  au- 
thority. Secondly,  how  the  Church-government  under  the  Go- 
fpell  can  be  rightly  call’d  an  imitation  of  that  inthe  old  Teftament? 
for  that  the  Gofpell  is  the  end  and  fulfilling  of  the  Law,  our  liber- 
ty alfo  from  the  bondage  of  the  Law  I plainly  reade.  How  then  the 
ripe  age  of  the  Gofpell  fhould  be  put  to  fchoole  againe,  and  learn  to 
governe  her  felfe  from  the  infancy  of  the  Law,  the  ftronger  to  imi- 
tate the  weaker,  the  freeman  to  follow  the  captive,  the  learned  to  be 
leflon’d  by  the  rude,  will  be  a hard  undertaking  to  evince  from  any 
of  thofe  pri  nciples  which  either  art  or  infpiration  hath  written.  If 
any  thing  done  by  the  Apoftles  may  be  drawnc  howfbever  to  a 
likeneffe  of  fomething  Mofaicall,  if  it  cannot  be  proved  that  it  was 
done  of  purpofe  in  imitation,  as  having  the  right  thereof  grounded 
in  nature,  and  not  in  ceremony  or  type,  it  will  little  availe  the  mat- 
ter. The  whole  Judaick  law  i6  either  political^  and  to  take  pattern 
by  that, no  Chriltian  nation  ever  thought  it  felfe  oblig’d  in  confid- 
ence; or  morall,  which  containes  in  ittheobfervation  ofwhatfo- 
ever  is  fubftantially,  and  perpetually  true  and  good,  either  in  religi- 
on, or  courfe  ofli  fe.  That  which  is  thus  morail , befides  what  we 
fetch  from  thofe  unwritten  lawes  and  Ideas  which  nature  hath  in- 
graven  in  us,  the  Gofpell,  as  ftands  with  her  d ignity  moft , Ie&ures 
to  us  from  her  own  authentick  hand. writing  and  command,  not 
cepies  out  from  the  borrow’d  manufeript  of* a l hbfhtvicnt  ferowi, 
by  way  of  imitating.  As  well  might  (he  be  faid  in  her  Sacrame  t of 
water  to  imitate  the  baptifme  of  jhn*  What  though  fce  retaine 
excommunication  us'd  in  the  Syna  ^ogue,retain  the  morality  ofthfc 
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Sabbath,  (he  docs  not  therefore  imitate  the  law  her  underling,  but 
perfect  her.  All  that  was  morally  deliver’d  from  the  law  to  the 
Gofpell  in  the  office  of  the  Priclts  and  Levites,  was  that  there 
(hould  be  a mimftery  fet  a part  to  teach  and  difeiplinc  the  Church, 
both  which  duties  the  Apofties  thought  good  to  commit  to  the 
Presbyters.  And  it  any  diftin&ion  ot  honour  were  to  be  made  a- 
mong  them,  they  directed  it  (hould  be  to  c hole  not  that  only  rule 
well,  but  efpecially  tathofe  that  labour  in  the  word  and  duttiine. 
* By  which  we  are  taught  that  laborious  teaching  is  the  molt  honou- 
rable Prelaty  that  one  Minister  can  have  above  another  in  the  Go- 
fpcll  s if  therefore  the  ftiperiority  of  Bifhopfhip  be  grounded  on  the 
Priefthood  as  a part  of  the  morall  law , it  cannot  be  laid  to  be  an 
imitation;  for  it  were  ridiculous  that  morality  (hould  imitate  mo- 
rality, which  ever  was  the  fame  thing.  This  very  word  of  pattern- 
ing or  Imitating  excludes  E dfcopacy  from  thefolid  and  grave 
Ethicall  la  w , and  betraies  it  to  be  a meet  e childe  of  ceremony,  or 
likelier  fome  misbegotten  thin£,that  having  pluckt  the  gay  feathers 
of  her  eblolet  bravery  to  hide  her  own  deformed  barenefle , now 
vaunts  and  glories  in  her  ftolne  plumes.  In  the  meane  while  what 
danger  there  is  again!!  the  very  life  of  the  Gofpell  to  make  in  any 
thing  the  typical  law  her  patterned  how  impc  flibl  in  that  which 
touches  the  Prieiliy  government , I (hail  life  (uch  light  as ! have  re- 
ceav\f,tolayopen.  It  cannot  be  unknowne  by  what  expre (lions 
the  holy  ApoftleS  FW (parts  not  to  explane  to  us  the  na  ureend 
condition  of  the  law  , calling  thofe  ordinances  which  were  the 
chiefe  and  cflenttall  offices  of  the  Priefts,  the  elements  and  rudi- 
ments of  the  world  both  weake  and  beggarly.  Now  to  breed,  and 
bring  up  the  child:  en  of  the  .pro  mile,  the  heirs  of  liberty  and  grace 
under  luch  a kinde  of  government  as  is  profeft  to  be  but  an  imitati- 
on of  that  miniftery  which  engender’d  to  bondage  the  Ions  of -Ag«r^ 
h >w  can  this  be  but  a foul  injury  and  derogation , if  not  a cancel- 
ling of  that  birth-right  and  immunity  which  Chrift  hath  purchas’d 
for  us  with  his  blood.  For  the  miniftration  of  the  law  confiding 
of  carnal!  things,  drew  to  it  fuch  a miniftery  as  confided  of  carnall 
refpe&s,  dignity,  precedence,  and  the  like.  And  fuch  a miniftery 
eftablifh’tin  the  Gofpell,  as  is  founded  upon  thepoinrs  and  termes 
of  (uperiority,  and  nefts  it  felfe  in  worldly  honours, will  draw  to  it, 
and  we  fee  it  doth  , (uch  a religion  as  runnes  b^ck  agaioe  to  the  old 
pompe  and  glory  ofthefl  ftu  For  doubtlefte  theie  is  a certaineat- 
lir^ (Tion  and  nugnetick  force  betwixt  the  religion  and  the  minifte- 
iiall  forme  thereof.  If  the  religion  be  pure,  fpirituall,  (imple,  and 
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lowly,  as  the  Gofpel  moft  truly  is,  fuch  muft  the  face  of  the  mini-, 
ftery  be.  And  in  like  manner  it'  the  forme  of  the  Miniftery  be 
grounde-J  in  the  worldly  degrees  of  autority,  honour  5 temporall 
jurifdi&ion,  we  lee  it  with  our  eyes  it  will  turne  the  inward  power 
and  purity  ot  the  Golpel  into  the  outward  carnality  of  the  law  5 
evaporating  and  exhaling  the  internaliworfhip  into  empty  con- 
formities, and  gaylhewes.  And  what  remains  then  but  that  wee 
fhouldrunne  into  as  dangerous  and  deadly  apoftacy  as  our  lamen- 
ted neighbours  the  Papifts,  who  by  this  very  fnarc  and  pitfall  of 
imitating  the  ceremonial  law,  fet  into  that  irrecoverable  fuperfti- 
tion,as  muft  needs  make  void  the  cov  nanc  of  falvation  to  them  that 
perfift  in  this  blindneffe. 


CHAP.  IV. 

That  it  is  impejfible  to  make  the  Priefthood of  Aaron  a pattern 
whereon  to  ground  Epijcopacy. 

THat  which  was  promis'd  next,  is  to  declare  the  impoflibi- 
lity  of  grounding  Evangellck  government  in  the  imitation 
of  the  Jewifti  Priefthood;  which  will  be-done  by  confide- 

nng  both  the  quality  of  the  perfons,  and  theofficeit  (elfe.  Aaron 
and  his  fonnes  were  the  Princes  oftheir  Tribe  before  they  were 
lanCtified  to  the  Priefthood  ; that  perfonall  eminence  which 
they  held  above  the  other  Lcvites,  they  receav'd  not  only  from 
their  office  but  partly  brought  it  into  their  office;  and  fo  from 
that  time  forward  the  Priefts  were  not  chofen  out  of  the  whole 
number  of  the  Levires,  asourBiffiops,butwere  borne  inheritors 
of  the  dignity.  Therefore  unleflTe  we  (hall  choofeour  Prelats  only 

°Mfr°ki  ' ^ob.lllcy’  j|*  them  runne  in  a blood,there  can  be  no 
poluble  imitation  of  Lording  over  their  brethren  in  regard  of  their 

-fl  t0?ether  r"  'ke‘  A-  for  the  office  wch  was  a reprefentation 
of  Chrifts  own  perfon  more  immediately  in  the  high  Prieft.St  ofbia 
woe  prieftly  office  in  all  the  other;  to  the  performance  of  wch  the 
Levits  were  but  as  fervitors  & Deacons, it  was  neceflary  there  ffiould 
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be  a diftinftion  of  dignity  betweene  tw6  fun&ionsof  fo  great  ods. 
But  there  bein?  no  fuch  difference  among  our  Minifters,  unkfle  ic 
be  in  reference  to  the  Deacons,  it  is  impoffibleto  found  a Prelacy 
upon  the  imitation  of  this  Pfiefthood.  For  wherein  r or  in  what 
worke  is  the  office  of  a Preiat  excellent  above  that  of  a Paftor  > in 
ordination  you’!  fay;  but  flatly  againft  Scripture,  for  there  we 
know  Timothy  receav'd  ordination  by  the  hands  of  c he  Presbytery, 
notwithftanding  all  the  vaine  delufions  that  ateus’d  to  evade  that 
teftimony4and  maintaine  an  unwarrantable  Afurpation.  But  where- 
fore (hould  ordination  be  a catift  of  fating  up  a fuperiour  degree  in 
the  Church?  is  not  that  whereby  Chrift  became  our  Saviour  a 
higher  and  greater  worke,  then  that  whereby  he  did  ordainemef- 
fengets  to  preach  and  publifh  him  our  Saviour  > Every  Minifter 
fiiftains  the  perfon  of  Chrift  in  his  higheft  work  of  communica- 
ting to  us  the  "tnyfteries  of  our  falvation , and  hath  the  power  of 
binding  and  abfolving,  how  (hould  he  need  a higher  dignity  torc- 
prefent  or  execute  that  whiclris  an  interior  work  in  Chrift?  why 
fhould  the  performance  of  ordination  which  is  a lower  office  exalt 
a Preiat,  and  not  the  feldorne  difeharge  of  a higher  and  more  noble 
office  V9C\  is  preaching  & adminiftring  much  rather  depreffehim  > 
Verily  neither  the  nature,  nor  the  example  of  ordinationdoth  any 
way  requirean  imparity  betweene  the  ordainer  and  the  ordained. 
For  what  more  naturall  then  every  likS  to  produce  bis  like,  man  to 
beget  man,  fire  to  propagate  fire,  and  in  examples  of  higheft  opini- 
on the  ordainer  is  inferior  to  the  ordainedjfor  the  Pope  is  not  made 
by  the  precedent  Pope  , but  by  Cardinals,  who  ordain  and  confe- 
crate  to  a higher  and  greater  office  then  their  own. 


CHAP.  V. 

To  the  Arguments  ofB.  Andrews  and  the  Primat. 

IT  followes  here  to  attend  to  certaine  objeftions  in  a little  trea- 
tife  lately  printed  among  others  of  like  fort  at  Oxford , and  in i the 
title  faid  to  be  out  ofthc  rude  draughts  of  Bilhop  Andrew.  And 
furely  they  bee  rude  draughts  indeed,  in  fo  much  that  it  nmar- 
veil  to  think  what  his  friends  meant  to  let  come  abroad  fuch  fal- 
low reafonings  with  the  name  of  a man  fo  much  biuited  for  learn- 
ing. In  the  x 2 and  2 3 pages  he  feemes  moft  notorioufly  inconftant 
to  himfelfe  ; for  in  the  former  place  he  tels  us  he  forbeares  to  take 

a ay 


The  R'eafonef  Church-government,  1 5 

any  argument  of  Prelaty  from  lAarsn  , as  being  the  type  of 
Chrift.  In  the  tatter  he  can  forbearc  no  longer,  but  repents  him  of 
hisrafh  gratuity,  affirming,  that  to  fay.,  Chrift  being  come  in  the 
flefh,  his  figure  in  the  high  Pricft  ceafeth , is  the  ffaife  of  an  Anabap- 
tift  5 and  ftiffiy  argues  that  Chrift  being  as  well  King  as  Pried,  was 
as  well  fore-refembkd  by  the  Kings  then,  as  by  the  high  Prieft.  So 
that  if  his  comming  take  away  theone  type,  it  muft  alfo  the  other. 
Marvellous  piece  of  divinity!  and  well  worth  that  the  land  fhould 
pay  fix  thoufand  pound  ayearefor,  in  a Bi/hoprick , although  I 
reade  of  no  Sophider  among  the  Greeks  that  warslbdear,  neither 
Hipplas  nor  Protagoras,  nor  any  whom  the  Socratick  fchoole  fa- 
moufly  refuted  with  out  hire.  Here  we  have  the  type  of  the  King 
(ow’d  to  the  typet  ofthe  Bifhop,  futtly  to  cad  a jealoufie  upon  the 
Crowne,  as  it  the  right  of  Kings  , like  LMeleager  in  the  Metamor- 
phofi's,  were  no  longer  livM  then  the  firebrand  of  Prelacy.  But  more 
likely  the  Prelits  fearing  (for  their  own  guilty  Carriage  protefts 
they  doe  Tea  re)  that  their  fa  ire  day  ef  cannot  long  hold,  pra&izc 
bypoffdfing  the  King  with  this  mod  falfe  do&rine,  to  ingage 
his  power  for  them,  as  in  his  owne  qiarrell , that  when  they  fall 
they  rmy  fall  in  a generall  ruine,  juft  as  cruell  Tjberius  would  wifh, 
When  I dye,  let  the  earth  be  rouPd  in  flame 
But  Where,  O Bifhop,  doth  the  purpofe  of  thelaw  fet  forth  Chrift 
to  us  as  a King!  That  which  never  was  intended  in  the  Law , can 
never  be  abolifhfc  as  part  thereof.  When  the  Law  was  made,  there 
was  no  King*  if  before  the  law,  or  under  the  law  God  by  a fpeciall 
type  in  any  King  would  forefignifie  the  future  kingdome  of  Chrift, 
which  is  not  yet  vifibly  come,  what  was  that  to  the  law  'i  The 
whole  ceremoniall  law,  and  types  can  be  in  no  law  elfe,  eompre=» 
bends  nothing  but  the  propitiatory  office  of  Chrifts  Pried  hood, 
which  being  in  fubftance  accomplice,  both  law  and  Priefthtod 
fades  away  of  it  felfc , and  pafles  into  aire  like  a tranfitdry  vifion, 
and  the  right  of  Kings  neither  ftands  by  any  type  nor  falls.  Wc, ac- 
knowledge that  the  civil!  magiftrate  weares  an  autority  ofGotfe 
giving,  and  ought  to  be  obey  *d  as  his  vicegerent.But  to  make  a King 
a type,  we  fay  is  an  abufive  and  unskilful!  fpeech , and  of  a morall 
folidity  makes  it  feeme  a ceremoniall  fli  ado  w.  Therefore  your  ty- 
prtal  chaine  of  King  and  Pried  mud  unlink#  But  is  not  the  type  of 
Pricft  taken  away  by  Chrifts  comming  ? no  faith  this  famous  Pro- 
teftant  Bffhop  of  Winchefter ; it  is  not,  and  he  that  faith  it  is,_  is  an 
Anabaptift.  What  think  ye  Readers , do  ye  not  underftand  him  > 
What  can  be  gathered  hence  but  that  the  Prelat  would  dill  (aeri- 
fied 
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fice>  conccavc  him  readers,  he  would  miffificatc.  Their  altars  in- 
deed were  in  a fair  forwardnefle  ; and  by  fuch  arguments  as  thefe 
they  were  ietciog  up  the  molten  Calfe  of  their  Maffeagaine,  and  of 
their  great  Hierarch  the  Pope.  For  if  thetypeofPdcll  be  not  ta- 
ken away,  then  neither  of  the  high  Prieft,  it  were  a Grange  behead- 
ing; and  high  Prieft  more  then  one  there  cannot  be,  and  that  one 
can  be  no  leffe  then  a Pope*  And  this  doubcleiTe  was  the  bent  of 
his  career, though  never  fo  covertly.  Yea  but  there  was  fomtehing 
eUe  in  the  high  Prieft  befides  the  figure,  as  is  plain  by  S.  Pauls  ac- 
knowledging him.  Tis  true  that  in  the  17  of  T*eut . whence  this  au- 
t nty  arifes  to  the  Prieft  in  matters  too  hard  for  the  fecular  judges, 
as  muft  needs  be  many  in  the  occafions  of  thofe  times  involv’d  fo 
with  ceremonial!  niceties,  no  wondet  though  it  be  commanded  to 
enquire  at  the  mouth  of  the  Priefts,  who  befides  the  Magiftrates 
their  collegues  had  the  Oracle  of  Urim  to  confult  with*  And  whe- 
ther the  high  Prieft  aAnanUf  had  not  incroach’t  beyond  the  li- 
mits of  his  Prieftly  autority , or  whether  us’d  it  rightly , was  no 
time  then  fot  S Paul  to  conteft  about.  But  if  this  inftance  be  able 
to  affect  any  tight  of  j’urifdi&ion  to  the  Clergy,  it  muft  impart  it  in 
common  to  all  Mimftcrs,  fincc  it  were  a great  folly  tofeekefor 
counfell  in  a hard  incricat  foruple  from  a Dunce  Prelat,  when  there 
might  be  found  a fpeedier  folution  from  a grave  and  learned  Mini- 
fter,  whom  God  hath  gifted  with  the  judgement  of  Urim  more 
amply  oft-times  then  all  the  Prelates  together ; and  now  in  the 
Gofpell  hath  granted  the  privilege  of  this  oraculous  Ephod  alike 
to  all  his  Minifters.  The  reafon  therefore  of  imparity  in  the  Priefts, 
being  now  as  is  aforefaid,  really  annulPd  both  in  their  perfon,  and 
in  their  reprefentative  0ffice,what  right  of  j’urifdidion  foever  can  be 
from  this  place  Levitically  bequeath’d,  muft  defeend  upon  the  Mi- 
nifters of  the  Gofpell  equally,  as  it  find.es  them  in  all  other  points 
cquall*  Well  then  he  is  finally  content  to  let  sAaron  go.  Eleanor 
will  ferve  his  turners  being  a fuperior  of  foperiors,  and  yet  no  type 
of  Chrift  in  Aborts  life  time.  © thou  that  would’ft  winde  into  any 
figment,  or  phantafme  to  lave  thy  Miter  / Yet  all  this  will  not 
fadge ,.  though  ic  be  cunningly  interpoliftic  by  fome  fecond  hand 
with  crooks  & emendations;Heare  tben;the  type  of  Chrift  in  fome 
one  particular,  as  of  entring  yearly  into  che  Holy  of  holies  and  foch 
like,  refted  upon  the  High  Prieft  only  as  more  immediately  perfo* 
nating  our  Saviour  . but  to  referable  his  whole  fatisfa&ory  office 
all  the  lineage  of  %Aaron  was  no  more  then  fufficient.  And  all,  or 
any  of  the  Priefts  confiderM  feparately  without  relation  to  the 
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higheft,  are  but  as  a liveleffe  trunk  andfignific  nothing.  And  this 
ftiewes  the  excellence  ot  Chrifts  facrifice , who  at  once  and  in  one 
perfbn  fulfill'd  that  which  many  hunderds  of  Priefts  many  times 
repeating  had  anough  to  forefhew#  What  other  imparity  there 
was  among  themfelves  5 we  may  fafely  fuppofe  it  depended  on  the 
dignity  of  their  birth  and  family,  together  with  the  circumftances 
of  a carnall  fervice,  which  might  afford  many  priorities.  And  this 
I take  to  be  the  fumme  of  what  the  Bifhop  hath  laid  together  to 
make  plea  for  Prelaty  by  imitation  of  the  Law.  Though  indeed,  if 
it  may  ftand,  it  will  inf  erre  Popedome  all  as  well.Many  other  cour- 
fes  he  tries,  enforcing  himfelfe  with  much  oftentation  of endlefie 
genealogies,  as  if  he  were  the  man  that  S.  Paul  forewarnes  us  of  in 
Timothy , but  fo  unvigoroufly , that  I do  not  feare  his  winning  of 
many  to  his  caufe , but  fuch  as  doting  upon  great  names  are  either 
over-weake,  or  over  fudden  of  faith.  I fhall  not  refufe  therefore  to 
learne  fo  much  prudence  as  I findc  in  the  Roman  Souldier  that  at- 
tended the  crofle,  not  to  ftand  breaking  of  legs,  when  the  breath  is 
quite  out  of  the  body, but  paffe  to  that  which  follows.  The  Priraat 
of  t Armagh  at  the  beginning  of  his  tra&at  leeks  to  availe  himfelfe 
of  that  place  in  the  66  of  Sfaiab,  I will  take  of  them  for  Priefts  and 
Levites,  faith  the  Lord;  to  uphold  hereby  fuch  a forme  of  Superio- 
rity among  the  minifters  of  the  Goff  ell,  fucceedingthofeinthe 
law,  as  the  Lords  day  did  the  Sabbath.  But  certain  if  this  method 
may  be  admitted  of  interpreting  thofe  pro.pheticall  paffages  con- 
cerning Chriftian  times  in  a pun&uall  correfpondence,  it  may  with 
equall  probability  be  urg’d  upon  us,  that  we  aro  bound  to  obfcrve 
fome  monthly  folemnity  anfwerable  to  the  new  moons,  as  well  as 
the  Lords  day  which  we  keepe  in  lieu  of  the  Sabbath:  for  in  the 
33  v.  the  Prophet  joynes  them  in  the  fame  manner  together , as  be- 
fore he  did  the  Priefts  and  Levites, thus.And  it  (hall  come  to  paffe 
that  from  one  new  moone  to  another, and  from  one  Sabbath  to  ano* 
ther  fhall  all  flcft)  come  to  worfhip  before  me,  faith  the  Lord.  Un- 
doubtedly with  as  good  conference  may  it  be  allcdg’d  from  hence, 
that  we  are  to  fblemnizc  fome  religious  monthly  meeting  different 
from  the  Sabbath,  as  from  the  other  any  diftinft  formality  of  Ec- 
clefiafticall  orders  may  be  inferred.  This  rather  will  appeare  to  be 
the  lawfull  and  unconftrain’d  fenfe  of  the  text , that  God  in  taking 
of  them  for  Priefts  and  Levites , will  not  efteeme  them  unworthy 
though  Gentiles,  to  undergoe  any  funftion  in  the  Church,but  will 
make  of  them  a full  and  perfeft  miniftery,  as  was  that  of  the  Priefts 
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stndEevitesin  their  kinde.  And  Bifhop  vfnJrews  himfelfe  to  end 
thecontroverfie,  (ends  us  a candid  expofition  of  this  quoted  verfe 
from  the  24  page  of  his  (aid  book,  plainly  deciding  that  God  by 
thole  legall  names  there  of  Priefts  and  Levitcs  means  our  Presby- 
ters, and  Deacons,  for  which  either  ingenuous  confeflion,  or  flip  of 
his  pen  we  give  him  thanks  3 and  withali  to  him  that  brought  thefe 
treadfes  into  one  volume,  who  fetting  the con  traditions  ofttvo 
learned  men  fo  ncere  together,  did  not  forefee*  What  other  deduce- 
rnents  or  analogies  are  cited  out  ofS.TW/  to  prove  a Hkeneffe  be- 
tweene  the  Mirufters  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  , having  tri*d 
their  finewes  I judge  they  may  pafle  without  harme  doing  to  our 
caufe.  We  may  remember  then  that  Prelaty  neither  hath  nor  can- 
have  foundation  in  the  law,  nor  yet  in  the  Gofpelh  vv  hich  aflertion 
as  being  for  the  plainnefle  thereof  a matter  of  eye  fight,  rather  then 
of difquifitionl  voluntarily  ©mitt,  not  forgetting  to  fpecifie  this 
note  againe,  that  the  eamvft  defire  which  the  Prelates  have  to  build 
their  Hierarchy  upon  the  fandy  bottome  of  the  law,  gives  us  to  fee 
abundantly  the  little  aflurance  which  they  finde  to  reare  up  their 
high  roofs  by  the  autority  of  the  Gofpell , repulft  as  it  were  from 
the  writings  of  the  Apofiles , and  driven  to  take  fan&i^ry  among 
the  Jewes.  Hence  that  open  confoffion  of  the  Primat  before  menti- 
on'd. Epifcopacy  is  fetch  t partly  from  the  patterne  of  the  Old  Te» 
(lament,  & partly  from  the  New  a?  an  imitation  of  the  0]d,though 
nothing  can  be  more  rotten  in  Divinity  then  fiich  a pofition  as 
this,  and  is  all  one  as  to  fay  Epifcopacy  is  partly  of  divine  infti  uni- 
on, and  partly  of  mans  own  carving.  For  who  gave  the  autority 
to  fetch  more  from  the  patterne  of  the  law  then  what  the  Apoftlcs 
had  already  fetcht , if  they  fetcht  any  thing  at  al , ashathbeene 
proved  they  did  not.  So  was  Jeroboams  Epifcopacy  partly  from  the 
patterne  of  the  law , and  partly  from  the  patterne  of  his  owne  car- 
nality ; a parti-colcur’d  and  a parti-member'd  Epifcopacy  3 and 
what  can  this  be  kfle  then  a monftrous  ? Others  therefore  among 
the  Prelats  perhaps  not  fo  well  able  to  brook,  or  rather  to  juftifie 
this  foule  relapfing  to  the  old  law  , havecondifcended  atlaff  to  a 
plaice  confeffing  that  both  the  names  and  offices  of  Bifimps  and 
Presbyters  at  firft  were  the  fame,  and  in  the  Scriptures  no  where  dr- 
ftinguifhr.  This  grants  the  remonftrant  in  the  fife  Sc&ion  of  his  de- 
fence,and  in  the  Preface  to  his  laft  fhort  anfwcr.  But  what  need  re- 
fpe&  be  had  whether  he  grant  or  grant  it  not , when  as  through  all 
antiquity,  and  even  in  the  loftieft  timesof  Prelacy  we  finde  it  gran- 
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ted.  Ierome  the  learned’ft  of  the  Fathers  bides  not  his  opinion,  that 
cnftome  only,  which  the  Proverb*  trate  a tyrant  V wasifce  m&t r of 
Prelaty  ; before  his  audacious  workmanffiip  the  Churches  were 
rul’d  in  common  by  the  Presbyters . and  fach  a cerfaine  truth  this 
was  efteem’d  , that  it  became  a decree  among  the  Papal!  Canons 
compil’d  by  Grattan,  Anftlme  alfo  cf  Canturbury,  who  to  uphold 
the  points  of  his  Prclatifme  made  hirr.fclfe  a tray  tor  to  his  country, 
yet  commenting  the  Epiitles  to  Titus  and  the  Thill f pans  acknow- 
ledges from  the  cleernefTe  of  the  text,  what  Ierome  and  the  Church 
Rubrick  hath  before  acknowledg’d.  He  little  dreamt  then  that 
the  weeding-hook  of  reformation  would  after  two  ages  pluck  up 
his  glorious  poppy  from  infulting  over  the  good  corne.  Though 
fince  fome  of  our  Brittifh  Prelates  feeing  themfelves  preft  to  produce 
Scripture,  try  all  their  cunning,  if  the  New  Teftament  will  not  help 
them , to  frame  of  their  own  heads  as  it  were  with  wax  a kinde  of 
Mimiek  Bifliop  limm’d  out  to  the  life  of  a dead  Priefthood.  Or  elfe 
they  would  ft raine  us  out  a certaine  figurative  Prelat , by  wringing 
the  colle&ive  allegory  of  thofe  (even  Angels  into  feven  Angle 
Rochets.  Howfocver  fince  it  thus  appeares  that  cuftome  was  the 
creator  of  Prelaty  being  leffe  ancient  then  the  government  of  Pres- 
byters, it  is  an  extreme  folly  to  give  them  the  hearing  thac  tell  us  of 
Biffiops  through  fo  many  ages  : and  if  againft  their  tedious  mufter 
of  citations,  Sees,  and  fucceffions,  it  he  reply’d  that  wagers  and 
Church  antiquities,  fuch  as  are  repugnant  to  the  plaine  diftat  of 
Scripture  are  both  alike  the  arguments  of  fooles,  they  have  their  an- 
fwer.  We  rather  are  to  cite  all  thofe  ages  to  an  arraignment  before 
the  word  of  God,  wherefore,  and  what  pretending,  how  prefuming 
they  durft  alter  that  divine  inftitution  of  Presbyters , which  the 
Apoftles  who  were  no  various  and  inconftant  men  furely  had  fct 
up  in  thcG hurdles, and  why  they  choofe  to  live  by  cuftome  and  ca- 
talogue, or  as  S.  Tanl  faith  by  fight  and  vifibility , rather  then  by 
faith  ? But  firft  I conclude  from  their  owne  mouthes  that  Gods 
command  in  Scripture,  which  doubtleffe  ought  to  be  the  firft  and 
greateft  reafon  of  Church-government,  is  wanting  to  Prelaty#  And 
certainly  we  have  plenteous  warrant  in  thcdo&rineof  Chrift  to 
determine  that  the  want  of  this  reafon  is  of  it  felfe  diffident  to  con* 
fute  all  other  pretences  that  may  be  brought  in  favour  of  it. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

That  Trelaty  was  not  fet  up  for  prevention  of  Schifme , as  is 
pretended^  or  if  it  were , that  it  perforates  not  wh.it  it  was 
firji  fet  up  fo^  but  quite  the  contrary . 

YEt  becaufe  it  hath  the  outfidc  of  a fpccious  reafon,  8c  fpecious 
things  we  know  are  apteft  to  worke  with  humane  lightnefle 
and  frailty,  even  againft  the  folideft  truth, that  founds  not  plaufibly, 
let  us  think  it  worth  the  examining  for  the  love  of  infirmer  Chrifti- 
ans,  of  what  importance  this  their  fecond  reafon  may  be.^  Traditi- 
on they  fay  hath  taught  them  that  for  the  prevention  of  growing 
fchifme  the  Bifhop  was  heav’d  above  the  Presbyter.  And  mutt  tra- 
dition then  ever  thus  to  the  worlds  end  be  the  perpetuall  canker- 
worme  to  eat  out  Cods  Gommandements  * are  his  decrees  fo  in- 
considerate and  fo  fickle,  that  when  the  ftatutes  of  Solon , or  Lyeur - 
gas  fhall  prove  durably  good  to  many  ages , hisin  4Qyearesfliali 
be  found  defe&ive,ill  contriv’d, and  for  needfull  caufes  to  be  alter'd* 
Our  Saviour  and  his  Apoftles  did  not  only  forefee,  but  foretell  and 
forewarne  us  to  looke  forfchifine.  Is  it  a thing  to  be  imagine!  of 
Gods  wifdome  , or  at  leaft  of  Apoftolick  prudence  to  fet  upfuch  z, 
government  in  the  tendernefle  of  the  Church,  as  Ihould  incline,  or 
not  be  more  able  then  any  other  to  eppofe  it  felfe  to  fchifme*it  was 
well  knowne  what  a bold  lurker  fchifme  was  even  inthehouftiold 
of  Chrift  betweene  his  owne  Difciples  and  thofe  of  lohn  the  Bap- 
tiftabout  fatting  : and  early  intheA&s  of  the  Apottles  the  nolle 
of  fchifme  had  almoft  drown  d the  proclaiming  of  the  Gofpell ; yet 
we  reade  not  in  Scripture  that  any  thought  was  had  of  making  Pre- 
lates, no  not  in  thofe  places  where  diffentioawas  moft  rife.  If  Pre- 
laty  had  be«ne  then  efteem’d  a remedy  againft  fchifme , where  was 
it  more  needfull  then  in  that  great  variance  among  the  Corinthians 
which  S-  Paul  fo  labour’d  to  reconcile  ? and  whofe  eye  could  have 
found  the  fitteft  remedy  fooncr-  then  his*  and  what  could  have 
made  the  remedy  more  available,  then  to  have  us  d it  fpeedily  * and 
laftly  what  could  have  beene  more  neceffary  then  to  have  written  it 
for  oar  inftruaion  * yet  we  fee  he  neither  commended  it  to  us,  nor 
us’d  it  himfclfe*  F or  the  fame  divifion  remaining  there,  or  elfe  bur- 
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fting  forth  againe  more  then 20 yeares after S,  Pauls  death,  wee 
finde  in  Clements  Epiftle  of  venerable  autority  written  to  the  yet 
fa&ious  Corinthians , that  they  were  ftill  govern’d  by  Presbyters. 
And  the  fame  of  other  Churches  out  of  Herman  , and  divers  other 
thefcholersofthe  Apoftles  by  the  late  induftry  of  the  learned  <W- 
matins  appeares.  Neither  yet  did  this  worthy  Clement  S.Tatt/s 
dilciple  3 though  writing  to  them  to  lay  afide  (chi  (me,  in  the  lead 
word  advife  them  to  change  the  Presbyteriall  government  into 
Prelaty]  And  therefore  if  God  afterward  gave , or  permitted  this 
inforrettion  of  Epifcopacy,  it  is  to  be  fear’d  he  did  it  in  his  wrath, 
as  he  gave  the  Ifraelites  a King,  With  fo  good  a will  doth  he  ufe 
to  alter  his  own  cholcn  government  once  eftablifh’d.  Formarke 
whether  this  rare  device  of  mans  braine  thus  prefert’d  before  the 
ordinance  of  God,  had  better  fucceffe  then  flefhly  wifdome  not 
counfeliog  with  God  is  wont  to  have.  So  farre  was  it  from  remo- 
ving fchifme,  that  if  fchifme  parted  the  congregations  before,  now 
it  rent  and  mangl'd,  now  it  rag’d.  Herefie  begat  herefie  with  a cer- 
tainc  monftrous  hafte  of  pregnancy  in  her  birth,  at  once  borne  and 
bringing  forth.  Contentions  before  brotherly  were  now  hoftile. 
Men  went  to  choofe  their  Bifhop  as  they  went  to  a pitcht  field, and 
the  day  of  his  ele&ion  was  like  the  facking  of  a City , fometimes 
ended  with  the  blood  of  thoufands.  Nor  this  among  hereticks 
only,  but  men  of  the  fame  beliefe  , yea  confefTors , and  that  with 
(uch  odious  ambition,  that  Eufebius  in  his  eighth  book  teftifies  he 
abhorr  d to  write.  And  the  reafon  is  not  obfeure,  for  the  poore  dig- 
nity or  rather  burden  of  a Parochial  Presbyter  could  not  ingage 
any  great  party,  nor  that  to  any  deadly  feud  : but  Prelaty  was  a 
power  of  that  extent,  and  fway,  that  if  her  ele&ion  were  popular, 
it  was  feldome  not  the  caufeof  feme  faftion  or  broil  in  the  Ghurchi 
But  if  her  dignity  came  by  favour  of  fome  Prince,(he  was  from  that 
time  his  creature,  and  obnoxious  to  comply  with  his  ends  in  ftate 
were  they  right  or  wrong.  So  that  in  (lead  of  finding  Prelaty  an 
impeacher of Schifme or fa&ion,  the  more  I fearch,  the  morel 
grow  into  all  perfwafion  to  think  rather  that  faftion  and  (he  as 
with  afpoufall  ring  are  wedded  together,  never  to  be  divorc’t.  But 
here  let  every  one  behold  the  juft,  and  dreadfull  judgement  of  God 
meeting  with  the  audacious  pride  of man  that  durft  offer  to  mend 
the  ordinances  of  heaven.  God  out  of  the  ft  rife  of  men  brought 
forth  by  his  Apoftles  to  the  Church  that  beneficent  and  ever  diflri* 
bating  office  of  Deacons,  the  ftewards  and  Minifters  of  holy  almes, 
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man  out  of  the  pretended  care  of  peace  & unity  being  caught  in  the 
fnare  of  his  impious  boldnefle  to  correct  tbt  will  of  Ghrii^brought 
forth  to  himfelfe  upon  the  Church  that  irreconcilable  fchifme 
of  perdition  and  Apoftafy,  the  Roman  Antichrift : for  that  the 
exaltation  of  the  Pope  arofeoucof  the  rcafonofPrelaty  it  cannot 
be  deny’d.  And  as  I noted  before  that  the  patterne  of  the  High 
Prieft  pleaded  for  in  the  Gofpel  (for  take  away  the  head  Prieft  the 
reft  are  but  a carcafle)  fets  up  with  better  reafon  a Pope,  then  an 
Archbifhop,  for  if  Prelaty  muft  ftill  rife  and  rife  till  it  come  to 
a Primat,  why  fhould  it  ftay  there  ? when  as  the  catholick  govern- 
ment is  not  to  follow  the  divifion  of  kingdomes,  the  temple  beft  re- 
prefenting  the  univerfall  Church,  and  the  High  Prieft  the  univerfall 
head  $ fo  I obferve  here,  that  if  to  quiet  fchifme  there  muft  be  one 
head  of  Prelaty  in  a land  or  Monarchy  riling  from  a Provinciall  to 
a nationall  Primacy,  tjiere  may  upon  better  grounds  oi  reprefling 
fchifme  be  fet  up  one  catholick  head  over  the  catholick  Church. 
For  the  peace  and  good  of  the  Church  is  not  terminated  in  the 
fchifmeleffe  eftate  of  one  or  two  kingdomes,  but  fhould  be  provided 
for  by  the  joynt  confiscation  of  all  reformed  Cbriftendome : that 
all  controverfie  may  end  in  the  finall  pronounce  or  canon  of  one 
Arch-prirrut,  or  P.oteftant  Pope.  Although  by  this  meancs  for 
ought  I fee,  all  the  diameters  of  fchifme  may  as  well  meet  and  be 
knit  up  in  the  center  of  one  grand  falfhood.  Now  let  all  impartiall 
men  arbitrate  what  goodly  inference  thefe  twomainereafonsof 
the  Prelats  have,  that  by  a naturall  league  of  confequence  make 
more  for  the  Pope  then  for  themfclves.  Yea  to  fay  more  home  are 
the  very  wombe  for  a new  (ubantiefarift  to  breed  in ; if  it  be  not  ra- 
ther the  old  force  and  power  of  the  fame  man  of  fin  counterfeiting 
proteftant.  It  was  not  the  prevention  of fchifme,buc  it  was  fchifme 
it  felfe , and  the  hatefull  thirft  of  Lording  in  the  Church  that  firft 
beftow’d  a being  upon  P.elaty;  this  was  the  truecaufe,  but  the 
pretence  is  fti!  the  fame.The  Prelatcs,as  they  Would  have  it  thought, 
are  the  only  mawls  of  fchifm€.  F orfooth  if  they  be  put  downe,  a 
deluge  of  innumerable  (offs  will  follow ; we  ftiall  be  all  Brownifts, 
Familifts,  ^nabaptifts.  For  the  word  Puritan  feemes  to  be  quafht, 
and  all  that  heretofore  were  counted  fuch,  are  now  Brownifts.  And 
thus  doe  they  raife  an  evill  report  upon  the  expefted  reforming 
grace  that  God  hath  bid  us  hope  for , likethofe  faithlefle  fpiec , 
whofe  carcaffes  fhall  perifh  in  the  wildemcfle  of  their  owne  confu- 
fed  ignorance,  and  never  tafte  the  good  of  reformation.  Doc  they 
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keep  away  fchifme  ? if  to  bring  a num  and  chil  ftupidity  of  foul,  an 
nna&ive  biindnefic  of  minde  upon  the  people  by  their  leaden  do* 
^rinc,  or  no  do<St  ine  at  all,  if  to  perfecute  all  knowing  and  zealous 
Chadians  by  the  violence  of  their  courts,  be  to  keep  away  fchifme, 
they  keep  away  fchifme  indeed  5 and  by  this  kind  of discipline  all 
Italy  and  Spains  is  as  pu  ciy  and  politickly  kept  from  fchrfeie  as 
England,  hath  becneby  them.  With  as  good  a plea  might  the  dead 
paliie  boaft  to  a man , tis  I that  free  you  from  flitches  and  paines, 
and  the  troublefome  feeling  of  cold  3c  heatj  of  wounds  and  Arokes; 
if  I were  gone,  all  the-le  would  moleft  you.  The  W inter  might  as 
well  vaunt  it  lelfeagainft  the  Spring,!  deftroy  all  noy  fbme  and  rank 
weeds  5 I keepe  downe  all  peftilent  vapours.  Yes  and  all  whole- 
some herbs,  and  all  frefli  dews,  by  your  violent  & hidebound  froft  $ 
but  when  the  gentle  weft  winds  (hall  open  the  fruitful!  bo fome  of 
the  earth  thus  over-girded  by  your  imprifomnent,  then  the  flowers 
put  forth  and  fpring,  and  then  the  Sunne  Ihall  Icatterthc  mifts,  and 
the  manuing  hand  of  the  Tiller  (hall  root  up  all  that  burdens  the 
foile  without  thank  to  your  bondage.  But  farre  worfe  then  any 
froze  1 captivity  is  the  bondage  of  Prelates,  for  that  other,  if  it  keep 
down  any  thing  which  is  good,  within  the  earth,  fo  doth  it  like- 
wife  that  which  is  ill,  but  thele  let  out  freely  the  ill,  and  keep  down 
the  good,  or  elfe  keepe  downe  the  Idler  ill,  and  let  out  the  greateft* 
Be  aftum-’d  at  laft  to  tell  the  Parlament  ye  curbe  Schifmaticks, 
when  as  they  know  ye  cherifti  an  1 fide  with  Papifts,and  are  now  as 
it  were  one  party  with  them,  and  tie  faid  they  helpe  to  petition  for 
ye.  Can  we  believe  that  your  government  ftrains  in  good  earned  at 
the  petty  gnats  oftchifrne,  when  as  we  fee  it  makes  nothing  to 
fjvallow  the  Camel  herefieof  Rome ; but  that  indeed  your  throats 
a e of  the  right  Pharifaical  Araine.  Wherearethoie  fchifinaticks 
with  whom  the  Prclats  hold  fuch  hot  skirmilh  i Ihew  usyour  a &s3 
thole  glorious  annals  which  your  Courts  o'  loathed  memory  lately 
deceas’d  have  left  us  i thofc  fchifinaticks  I doubt  me  wil  be  found 
the  molt  of  them  liich  as  whole  only  fchifme  was  to  have  (poke  the 
truth  againft  your  high  abominations  and  cruelties  in  the  Church  5 
this  is  the  fchifine  yehatemoft  , the  removall  of  your  criminous 
Hierarchy.  A politick  government  of  yours,  and  of  a pleafant  con- 
ceit, fet  up  to  remove  tbofe  as  a pretended  fchifine,  that  would  re- 
move you  as  a palpable  hcrefie  in  government,  if  the  fchifme  would ' 
pardo* ; ye  that , (hemightgo  jagg’d  in  as  many  cuts  and  fl  a flies  as 
ht  pleas’d  for  you.  As  for  the  rending  of  the  Church,  we  have  ma- 
ny-• 
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ny  reafons  to  thinke  it  is  not  that  which  ye  labour  to  prevent  fo 
much  as  the  rending  of  your  pontificall  fleeves:  that  fchifrne  would 
be  the  foreft  fchifme  to  you  , that  would  be  Brownifme  and  Ana- 
baptifme  indeed.  If  we  go  downe,  fay  you,  as  if  e Adrians  wall  were 
broke,  a flood  of  feds  will  rufh  in.  What  feds  > What  are  their 
opinions  ? give  us  the  Inventory  ; it  will  appeare  both  by  your 
former  profecutions  and  your  prefcnt  inftanccs,  that  they  are  only 
fuch  to  fpeakc  of  as  are  offended  with  your  la wleffe  government, 
your  ceremonies,  your  Liturgy,  an  extrad  of  the  Made  book  tran- 
flated*  But  that  they  ftiould  be  contemners  of  publick  prayer,  and 
Churches  us'd  without  fuperftition,  I truft  God  will  manifeft  it  ere 
long  to  be  as  falfe  a (lander , as  your  former  (landers  againft  the 
Scots*  Noifc  it  tillyebehoacfe  ; that  a rabble  of  Seds  will  come 
In,  it  will  be  anfwer'd  ye, no  rabble  fir  Prieft,but  a unanimous  mul- 
titude of  good  Proteftants  will  then  joyne  to  the  Church,  which 
now  becaule  of  you  ftand  feparated.  This  will  be  the  dreadfull 
conlequence  of  your  retnovall.  As  for  thofe  terrible  names  ofSe- 
daries  and  Schifmaticks  which  ye  have  got  together , we  know 
your  manner  of  fight,  when  the  quiver  of  your  arguments  which  is 
ever  thin, and  weakly  ftor’d,  after  the  firft:  brunt  is  quite  empty,your 
courfe  is  to  betake  ye  to  your  other  quiver  of  (lander,  wherein  lyes 
your  beft  archery.  And  whom  yc  could  not  move  by  fophifticall 
arguing , them  you  thinke  to  confute  by  foandalous  mifnaming. 
Thereby  inciting  the  blinder  fort  of  people  to  miflike  and  deride 
found  dodrine  and  good  chriftianity  under  two  or  three  vile  and 
hatefull  terms.  But  if  we  could  eafily  indure  and  diflblve  your 
doubtieft  reafons  in  argument,  we  (hall  more  eafily  beare  the  word 
of  your  unreafonablenefle  in  calumny  and  falfe  report.  Elpecially 
being  foretold  by  Chrift,  that  if  he  our  Matter  were  by  your  prede- 
cefloi  s cah’d  Samaritan  and  Belzebub,  we  mutt  not  think  it  ftrange 
if  his  beft  Difciples  in  the  reformation , as  at  firft  by  thofe  ofyour 
tribe  they  were  call'd  Lollards  and  Huffites,  fo  now  by  you  be 
term’d  Puritans,  and  Brownifts.  But  my  hope  is  that  the  people  of 
England  will  not  fuffer  themlelves  to  be  juggl’d  thus  out  of  their 
faith  and  religion  by  a mitt  of  names  caft  before  their  eyes,  but  will 
fearch  wifely  by  the  Scriptures,  and  look  quite  through  this  fraudu- 
lent afperfion  of  a dilgracefull  name  into  the  things  themfelves: 
knowing  that  the  Primitive  Chriftians  in  their  times  were  accoun- 
ted fuch  as  are  now  call’d  Faroilifts  and  Adamites,  or  worfe.  And 
many  on  the  Prclatkkfide  like  the  Church  of  Sardis  have  a name 

. v • — - - - - t0 


The  Reafitt  of  Church- government?  if 

tolive  and  yet  are  dead;  to  be  Proteftants,  and  ate  indeed  Papifte 
in  moft  of  cheir  principle*.  Thus  perfwaded,  this  your  old  fallacy 
wee  (hall  foone  unmask,  and  quickly  apprehend  how  you 
prevent  fchifme,  and  who  are  your  fchifmaticks.  But  what  if  ye 
prevent,  and  hinder  all  good  means  of  preventing  fchifme  1 that 
way  which  the  Apoftles  us’d,  was  to  call  a Cotincell;  from  which  by 
any  thing  that  can  be  learnt  from  the  fifteenth  of  the  Jffr, no  faith- 
foil  Chriftian  was  debarr’d,  to  whom  knowledge  and  piety  might 
give  entrance.  Of  luch  a councell  as  this  every  parochial!  Confi- 
ftory  is  a right  homogeneous  and  conftituting  part  being  in  it  felfe 
as  it  were  a little  Synod,  and  towards  a general!  aflcmbly  moving 
upon  her  own  bafis  in  an  even  and  firme  progielfion,  as  thofe  fmal- 
ler  fquares  in  battell  unite  in  one  great  cube,  the  main  phalanx,  an 
embleme  of  truth  and  ftedfaftneffe.  W hereas  on  the  other  fide  Pre- 
laty  afeeoding  by  a graduall  monarchy  fiom  Bilhop  to  Arch-bi- 
foop,  from  thence  toPiimat,  and  from  thence , for  there  can  be 
no  reafon  yeilded  neither  in  nature,  nor  in  religion,  wherefore,  if  it 
have  lawfully  mounted  thus  high , it  fhould  not  be  a Lordly  afeen- 
dent  in  the  horofeopeof  the  Church,  from  Primate  to  Patriarch, 
and  fo  to  Pope.  I lay  Prelaty  thus  amending  in  a continual]  pyra- 
mid upon  pretence  to  perfed  the  Churches  unity,  if  notwithftand- 
5ng  it  be  found  moft  needfoll,  yea  the  utmoft  hclpe  todearn  up  the 
rents  of  Ichifme  by  calling  a cpuncell,  what  does  it  but  teach  us  that 
Prelaty  is  of  no  force  to  effeft  this  work  w,  hich  foe  boafts  to  be  her 
maifter-peice ; and  that  her  pyramid  afpires  and  foarpens  to  ambi- 
tion, not  to  i erfeftion,  or  unity.  This  we  know,that  as  often  as 
any  great  fchifme  difparts  the  Church„and  Synods  be  proclam’d, 

theP.esbyters  have  as  great  right  there,  and  as  free  vote  oi  old,  as 

the  Bifoops,  which  the  Canon  law  conceals  not.  So  tha;  Prelaty  if 

foe  will  feek  to  clofe  up  divifions  in  the  Church,  mull  be  forc’t  to 

diffolve,  and  unmake  her  ow  n pyramidal  figure,  which  foe  aflirmes 
to  be  of  fuch  uniting  power,  when  as  indeed  it  is  the  moft  dividing, 
and  fchifmaticall  forme  that  Geometricians  know  of,  and  mull  be 
faine  to  inglobe,  or  incube  her  felfe  among  the  Presbvters  9 which 
foe  hating  to  do,  fends  her  haughty  prelates  from  all  parts  with 
their  forked  Miters,  the  badge  offchifmeortheftampeofhisclo- 
ven  foot  whom  they  (ervel  think , who  according  to  their  hierar- 
chies acuminating  ftill  higher  and  higher  in  a cone  of  Prelaty,  in 
(lead  of  healing  up  the  gafoes  of  the  Church,  as  it  happens  in  fuch 
pointed  bodies  meeting,  foil  so  gore  one  another  with  their  foarpe 
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fpires  for  upper  place,  and  precedence,  till  the  councell  itfelfe 
prove  the  greatcfl  fchifme  of  all*  And  thus  they  are  fo  farre  from 
hindring  ditTention  3 that  they  have  made  unprofitable  5 and  even 
noyfome  the  chiefeft  remedy  we  have  to  keep  Chriftendom  at  one, 
which  is  by  councels:  and  thefe  if  wee  rightly  confider  ^pofto, 
lick  example,are  nothing  elfe  but  general! Prcsbyteries.This  feem‘d 
fo  farre  from  the  \poftles  to  think  much  of,  as  if  hereby  their  dig- 
nity were  impair’d, that,  as  we  may  gather,  by  thofe  Epiftles  of/V- 
ter  and  lohn^  which  are  likely  to  be  iateft  written, when  the  Church 
grew  to  a feeling,  like  thofe  heroick  patricians  of  Rome  (if  we  may 
ufe  Inch  comparifon)  halhng  today  downe  their  diftatoi (hip,  they 
re  joy  s’ t to  call  themfelves  and  to  be  as  fellow  Elders  among  their 
brethren.  .Knowing  that  their  high  office  was  butas  the  fcaffold- 
ing  of  the  Church  yet  unbuilt,  and  would  be  but  a troublefbme 
disfigurement*  fo  fo  one  as  the  building  was  finifiir.  But  the  lofty 
minds  of  an  age  or  two  after,  fuch  was  their  fmall  difeerning, 
thought  it  a poore  indignity  j that  the  high  rear’d  government  of 
the  Church  fhould  foona  fudden,  as  it  feenfd  to  them , fquatinto 
a Presbytery#  Next  or  rather  before  councels  the  timelieft  preven- 
tion of  fchifme  is  to  preach  the  Gofpell  abundantly  and  powerful- 
ly throughout  all  the  land,  to  inftruft  the  youth  religioufly , to  en- 
deavour how  the  Scriptures  may  be  eafieft  underftood  by  all  men  j 
to  all  which  the  proceedings  of  thefe  men  have  been  on  fet  purpofe 
contrary.  But  how  O Prelats  fhould  you  remove  fchifme,  andhow 
fhould  you  not  remove  and  oppofe  all  the  meanes  of  removing 
fchifm?  when  Prelaty  is  a fchifme  it  felfe  from  the  moff  reformed 
and  rnof!  flourishing  of  our  neighbour  Churches  abroad,  and  a fad 
fubjediofdifcordand  offence  to  the  whole  nation  at  home.  Therc- 
medy  which  you  alledge  is  the  very  difeafe  we  groan  under;  and 
never  can  be  to  us  a remedy  but  by  removing  it  felfe.  Your  prede- 
ceffors  were  believ’d  to  affume  this  preeminence  above  their  bre- 
thren only  that  they  might  appeafe  diflention.  Now  God  and 
the  Church  cals  upon  you , for  the  fame  reafon  to  lay  it  down, 
being  to  thoufandi  of  good  men  offenfive,  burdenfome,  intolera- 
ble. Surrender  that  pledge  which  unlefle  you  fowlely  ufurpt  it,  the 
Church  gave  you, and  now  claimes  it  againe,  for  the  reafon  fhe  firft 
lent  it.  Difcharge  the  trull  committed  to  you,  prevent  fchifme,and 
that  ye  cart  never  do,  but  by  difeharging  your  felves.  That  govern- 
ment which  ye  hold,  we  confeffe  prevents  much,  hinders  much3re- 
moves  much;  but  what  ? the  fchifras  and  grievances  of  the  Church? 
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no,  but  all  the  peace  and  unity,  all  the  welfare^not  of  the  Chu  ch 
alone;  but  of  the  whole  kingdome.  And  if  it  be  ftiil  permitted  ye 
Co  hold,  will  caufe  the  mofi  fad  I know  not  whether  feparation  be 
anough  to  fay,  but  fuch  a widegulphofdiftra&ionin  this  land  as 
will  never  clofe  her  difmall  gap,untillye  be  fore’e  (for  of  your  feivs 
yc  wil  never  do  as  that  Roman Cmto*  nobly  did)for  theChurches 
peace  & your  countries, to  leap  into  the  midft,  and  be  no  more  feen. 
By  this  we  dial  know  whether  yours  be  that  ancient.Prelaty  which 
you  fay  was  firft  conftituted  for  the  reducement  of  quiet  & unani- 
mity into  theChurchffor  the  you  wil  not  delay  lo  prefer  that  above 
your  own  preferment.  Ifothcrwile,  we  muft  beconfident  that  your 
Prelaty  is  nothing  elfe  but  your  ambition, an  intolent  preferring  of 
your  felves  above  your  brethren , and  all  your  learned  feraping  in 
antiquity  even  to.difturbe  the  bones  ofold  Aaron  and  his  tonnes  in 
their  graves,  is  but  to  maintain  and  fet  upon  our  necks  a {lately  and 
fevere  dignity , which  you  call  facred , and  is  nothing  in  very 
deed  but  a grave  and  reverent  gluttony,  a fan&imonious  avarice, 
in  companion  of  which , all  the  duties  and  dearnefles  which 
ye  owe  to  God  or  to  his  Church,  to  law>  cuftome,  or  nature , ye 
have  refolv’d  to  let  at  nought.  I could  put  you  in  mind  what  coun- 
fell Clement  a fellow  labourer  with  the  Apoftics  gave  to  the  Pres- 
byters of  forinth , whom  the  people  though  un  juftly  fought  to  re- 
move. Who  among  you  faith  he,  is  noble  minded,  who  is  pittifuIJ8 
who  is  charitable,  let  him  fay  thus,  iffor  me  this  fedition,  this  en- 
mity, the(e  differences  be,  I willingly  depart,  I go  my  wayes,  only 
let  the  flock  of  Ghrift  be  at  peace  with  the  Presbyters  that  are  fee 
over  it.  He  that  {hall  do  this,  faith  he,  {hall  get  him  great  honour  in 
the  Lord,  and  all  places  will  receave  him.  This  was  Clements  coun- 
ted to  good  and  holy  men  that  they  flictild  depart  rather  from 
their  juft  office,  then  by  their  ftay , to  ravle  out  the  feamleffe  gar- 
ment of  concord  in  the  Church.  But  l have  better  counfell  to  give 
the  P;elats,  and  farre  more  acceptable  to  their  eares,  this  advice 
in  my  opinion  is  fitter  for  them.  Cling  faft  to  your  Pontificall  See?, 
bate  not,  quit  your  felves  like  Barons , Hand  to  the  utmoft  for  your 
haughty  Courts  and  votes  in  Parliament.  Still  tell  us  that  you 
prevent  fchifme , though  fchifme  and  combuftion  be  the  very  iflue 
of  your  bodies,  your  firft  born;  and  fet  your  country  a bleeding  in  a 
Prclaticall  mutiny,  to  fight  for  your  pompe , and  that  ill  favour’d 
weed  of  temporall  honour  that  fits  diffionourably  upon  your  laick 
Shoulders,  that  ye  may  be  fat  and  flefhy,  fwoln  with  high  thoughts 
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and  big  with  tnifcbievousdefignes,  when  God  comeg  to  vifit  opoa 
you  all  this  forefcore  yeares  vacation  of  his  Church  under  your  E- 
gyptian  tyranny.  For  certainly  of  all  thole  blefled  loules  which 
you  have  perfecuted,  and  thole  [inferable  ones  which  you  have  Ioft3 
the  juft  vengeance  does  not  fleepe. 


CHAP.  Vft. 

That  thofe  many  Sects  and  Schijhes  by  fame fitppos  'd  to  be  a- 
tnong  us , and  that  rebellion  in  Ireland  , cuglf  not  to  be  a 
hindrance , but  a hajinmg  of  reformation . 

AS  for  thofe  many  Se&s  and  divifions  rumor'd  abroad  to  be  a- 
mongftus,  it  is  not  hard  toperceave  that  they  are  partly  the 
meere  fiftions  and  falfe  alarmes  of  the  Prelates , thereby  to  call 
amazements  and  panick  terrors  into  the  hearts  of  weaker  Chrifti- 
ans  that  they  (hould  not  venture  to  change  the  preftnt  deformity 
of  the  Church  for  fear  of  I know  not  what  worfe  inconveniencies. 
With  the  fame  obje<fted  feares  and  fulpicions,  we  know  that  futtle 
Prelat  Gardner  fought  to  divert  the  firft  reformation.  It  may  fuffice 
us  to  be  taught  by  S.  Pant  that  there  muft  be  lefts  for  the  manifeft- 
ingof  thofe  that  are  found  hearted.  Thefe  are  but  winds  and  flaws 
to  try  the  flocing  veflell  of  our  faith  whether  it  be  ftanch  and  fayl 
well,  whether  our  ballaftbejuft,  our  anchorage  and  cable  ftrong. 
By  this  is  feene  who  lives  by  faith  and  certain  knowledge,  and  who 
by  credulity  and  the  prevailing  opinion  of  the  age ; whofe  vertue  is 
of  an  unchangeable  graine,  and  whofe  of  a flight  waftr.If  God  come 
to  trie  our  conftancy  we  ought  not  to  Ihrink,  or  Hand  the  Jefle  firm- 
ly for  that,  but  pafle  on  with  more  ftedfaft  refolation  to  eftablirh 
the  truth  though  it  were  through  a lane  of  lefts  and  herefies  on  each 
fide.  Other  things  men  do  to  the  glory  of  God  : but  fefts  and  er- 
rors it  feems  God  fuffers  to  be  for  the  glory  of  good  men , that  the 
world  may  know  and  reverence  their  true  fortitude  and  undaunted 
conftancy  in  the  truth.  Let  us  not  therefore  make  thefe  things  an 
incumbrance,  or  an  excufe  of  oar  delay  in  reforming , which  God 
fends  us  as  an  incitement  to  proceed  with  more  honour  and  alacri- 
ty. For  if  there  were  no  oppofition  where  were  the  triall  of  an  un- 
fainedgoodneffe  and  magnanimity?  vertue  that  wavers  is  not  ver- 


T he  R eafott  of  Church-gov  ernmnf,  2 9 

liica  bet  vice  revolted  from  it  felfe,  and  after  a while  returning.  The 
aftions  of  juft  and  pious  mendo  not  darken  in  their  middle  courle ; 
but  Solomon  t&$  us  they  are  as  the  (hining  light,  that  (hineth  more 
and  more  unto  the  perfet  day.  But  if  we  fhall  fuffer  the  trifling 
doubts  and  jealouues  of  future  feels  to  overcloud  the  fairc  begin* 
nings  of  purpos’d  reformation , let  us  rather  fear  that  another  prc=» 
verb  of  the  fame  Wiletnan  be  not  upraided  to  us,  that  the  way  of 
the  wicked  is  as  darkneflfe,  they  ftumble  at  they  know  not  what. 
If  fe&s  and  fchifmes  be  turbulent  in  the  unfctl’d  eftate  of  a Churchy 
while  it  lies  under  the  amending  hand,  it  beft  befeems  our  Chrifti- 
an  courage  to  think  they  are  but  as  the  throws  and  pangs  that 
go  before  the  birth  of  reformation,  and  that  the  work  it  felfe  is  now 
in  doing.  F or  if  we  look  but  on  the  nature  of  elemental!  and  mixt 
things,  we  know  they  cannot  fuffer  any  change  of  one  kinder  qua- 
lity into  another  without  the  ftruggl  of  contrarieties  And  in  things 
artificiall  , feldome  any  elegance  is  wrought  without  a fuperfluous 
waft  and  refufein  the  tranfa&ion.  No  Marble  .flame  can  be  politely 
carv’d,  no  fair  edifice  built  without  almoft  as  much  rubbifli  and 
fweeping.  Infomuch  that  even  in  the  fpirituall  confM  of  S.  Tank 
converfion  there  fell  leaks  from  his  eyes  that  were  not  perceav’d 
before.  N 0 wonder  then  in  the  reforming  of  a Church  whioh  Is 
never  brought  to  effeft  without  the  fierce  encounter  of  truth  and 
faftiood  together,  if, as  it  were  the  fplinters  and  (hares  of  fo  violent  a 
putting,  there  fall  from  between  the  (hock  many  fond  errors  and 
fanatick  opinions,  which  when  truth  has  the  upper  hand,  and  the 
reformation  (hall  be  perfeted,  will  eafily  be  rid  out  of  the  way, 
or  kept  fo  low , as  that  they  fhall  be  only  the  cxercife  of  our 
knowledge,  not  the  difturbance,  or  interruption  of  our  faith. 
As  for  that  which  Barclay  in  his  image  or  minds  writes  con- 
cerning the  horrible  and  barbarous  conceits  of  Englifhmen  in 
their  religion.  I deeme  it  fpoken  like  what  hce  was,  a ftagi- 
tive  Prpift  traducing  the  Iiand  whence  he  fpnsng.  It  may 
be  more  judicioufly  gather’d  from  hence , that  the  Englifhman  of 
many  other  nations  is  lcaft  atheifticall , and  bears  a naturall  difpo- 
fition  of  much  reverence  and  awe  towards  the  Deity;  but  in  his 
weaknefle  and  want  ofbetter  inftruttion,  which  among  us  too  fre- 
quently is  ncgle&ed,  efpccially  by  the  meaner  fort , turning  the 
bent  of  his  own  wits  with  a (crupulous  and  cealeleffe  care  what  hfe 
might  do  to  informe  himlelfe  aright  of  God  and  his  worlhip,  he 
may  fall  not  unlikely  fomeumes  as  any  otherland  maniaco  an  un« 
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couth  opinion.  And  verily  if  we  look  at  his  native  toWardiinefle  in 
the  roughcaft  without  breeding , fome  nation  or  other  may  haply 
be  better  compos'd  to  a naUarall  civility,  and  right  judgement  then 
he.  But  if  he  get  the  benefit  once  of  a wife  and  well  re&ifi’d  nur- 
ture, which  muft  firft  come  in  generall  from  the  godly  vigilance  of 
the  Church , I fuppofe  that  where  ever  mention  is  made  of  coun- 
tries manners,  or  men,  the  Englifh  people  among  the  firft  that  (hall 
be  prais’d,  may  deferve  to  be  accounted  a right  pious  , right  ho- 
neft,  and  right  hardy  nation.  But  thus  while  fome  ftand  dallying 
and  deferring  to  reform  for  fear  of  that  which  fhould  mainly  haften 
them  forward,  left  fchifm  and  error  (hould  encreafe , we  may  now 
thank  our  felves  and  our  delayes  if  inftead  of  fchifm  a bloody  and  , 
inhumane  rebellion  be  ftrook  in  between  our  flow  movings.  Indeed 
againft  violent  and  powerfull  oppofition  there  can  be  no  juft  blame 
ofalingringdifpatch.  But  this  I urge  againft  thofe  that  difcourfe 
it  for  a maxim,  as  if  the  fwift  opportunities  of  cftablifhing , or  re- 
forming religion , were  to  attend  upon  the  fleam  of  ftate  bufinefle. 
In  ftate  many  things  at  firft  are  crude  and  hard  to  digeft,  which  on- 
ly time  and  deliberation  can  fupple,  and  concoft.  But  in  religion 
wherein  is  no  immaturity,nothing  out  of  feafon,it  goes  farre  other- 
wife.  The  doore  of  grace  turnes  upon  fmooth  hinges  wide  open- 
ing to  fend  out , but  foon  (hutting  to  recall  the  precious  offers  of 
mercy  to  a nation : which  unlefle  Watchfulneffc  and  Zeale  two 
cjuick-fighted  and  ready-handed  Virgins  be  there  in  our  bchalfe  to 
receave,  we  loofe : and  ftill  the  offer  we  loofe,  the  ftraiter  the  doorc 
opens,  and  the  lefle  is  offer’d.  This  is  all  we  get  by  demturingin 
Gods  fervice.  Tis  not  rebellion  that  ought  to  be  the  hindrance  of 
reformation,  but  it  is  the  want  of  this  which  is  the  caufe  of  that. 
The  Prelats  which  boaft  themfelves  the  only  bridlersof  fchifmc 
God  knows  have  been  fo  cold  and  backward  both  there  and  with 
us  to  repreffe  herefie  and  idolatry  , that  either  through  their  care- 
leflenefle  or  their  craft  all  this  mifehiefe  is  befaln.  What  can  the 
Irifti  fubjeft  do  lcffe  in  Gods  juft  difpleafurc  againft  u$,then  revenge 
upon  Englifh  bodies  the  little  care  that  our  Prelats  have  h;dof 
their  fouls.  Nor  hath  their  negligence  been  new  in  that  Hand  but 
ever  notorious  in  Queen  Elizabeths  dayes  3 as  Camden  their  known 
friend  forbears  not  to  complain.  Yet  fo  little  are  they  toucht  with 
*etnorce  of  thefe  their  cruelties , for  thefe  cruelties  are  theirs,  the 
bloody  revenge  of thofe  fouls  which  they  have  famifht,that  whenas 
againft  our  brethren  the  Scots , who  by  their  upright  and  loyall 
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and  loyall  deeds  have  now  bought  themfclves  an  honourable  name 
to  pofterity,  whatfoever  malice  by  {lander  could  invent,  rage  in  ho- 
ftilicy  attempt,  they  greedily  attempted  , toward  thefe  murdrous 
Info  the  enemies  of  God  and  mankind,  acurfed  off-fpring  of 
their  own  connivence  , no  man  takes  notice  but  that  they  fceme  to 
be  very  calmely  and  indifferently  affected.  Where  then  Ihouid  we 
begin  to  extinguish  a rebellion  that  hath  his  canfe  from  the  mil- 
government  of  the  Church,  where  \ but  at  the  Churches  reformati- 
on, and  the  removall  of  that  government  which  perlues  and  warres 
with  all  good  Chriftians  under  the  name  of  fchifmaticks , but 
maintains  and  foftcrs  all  Papifls  and  Idolaters  as  tolerable  Chritfi- 
ans.  And  if  the  facred  Bible  may  be  our  light,  we  are  neither  with- 
out example,  nor  the  witneffe  of  God  hiinfelfc,  that  the  corrupted 
eftate  of  the  Church  is  both  the  caufe  of  tumult , and  civill  warres, 
and  that  to  flint  them,  the  peace  of  the  Church  muft  firflbe  fetl’d. 

Now  for  a long  feafon , faith  A^ariah  to  King  zsdfa,  Ifracl  bath  beene 
without  the  true  God , and  without  a teaching  Prieft,  and  without  law  : 
and  in  thofe  times  there  was  no  peace  to  him  that  went  out , nor  to  him 
that  came  in  , but  great  vexations  were  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
countries*  And  nation  was  deftrof d of nation,  and  (fit)  of  City , for 
God  did  vex  them  with  all  adverfty*fie  ye  flroug  therefore  , faith  he  to 
the  reformers  of  that  age,  and  let  not  your  hands  bewcake , for  your 
work £ Shall  bee  rewarded*  And  in  thofe  Prophets  that  liv’d  in  the 
times  of  reformation  after  the  Captivity  often  doth  God  flirre  up 
the  people  to  confider  that  while  eftablifliment  of  Church  matters 
was  neglefted,and  put  off,  there  was  no  peace  to  him  that  went  out  or  2cciiar  § 
came  in,  for  /,  faith  God,^W fet  all  men  every  one  againfi  his  neigbour • 

But  from  the  very  day  forward  that  they  went  feriotifly,  andeffe- 
ftually  about  the  welfare  of  the  Church,  he  teis  them  that  they  Higgai  *«, 
tbemfelves  might  perceave  the  fudden  change  of  things  into  a pro- 
fperous  and  peacefull  condition.  But  it  will  here  be  faid  that  the 
reformation  is  a long  work  * and  the  miferies  of  Ireland  are  urgent 
of  a fpeedy  redreffe.  They  be  indeed ; and  how  fpeedy  we  are,  the 
poore  afflifted  remnant  of  our  martyr’d  countrymen  that  fit  there 
on  the  Sea-fhore,  counting  the  houres  of  our  delay  with  their  fighs, 
and  theminuts  with  their  falling  teares,perhaps  with  the  deftiiling 
of  their  bloody  wounds,  if  they  have  not  quite  by  this  time  call  off, 
and  almoft  curft  the  vain  hope  of  our  founder’d  (hips,  and  aids,  can 
beft  judge  how  fpeedy  we  are  to  their  rcliefe.  But  let  their  fuccors 
be  halted,  as  all  need  and  reafon  is,  and  let  not  theref  ore  the  re« 
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formation  which  is  the  chiefeft  caufe  of  fuccefle  and  viftory  be  flill 
procraftinated.  They  of  the  captivity  in  their  greateft  extremities 
could  find  both  counlell  and  hands  anough  at  once  to  build  , and 
to  ex pc&  the  enemies  afiault*  And  we  for  our  parts  a populous  and 
mighty  nation  muft  needs  be  fain  into  a flrangeplight  cither  of  ef- 
feminacy , or  confufion  , if  Ireland  that  was  oncethexonqueft  of 
one  fingle  Earle  with  his  privat  forces,  and  the  (mail  affiltaneeof  a 
petty  Kernifh  Prince^ftould  now  take  up  all  the  wifdome  and  pro#- 
«ffe  of  this  potent  Monarchy  to  quell  a barbarous  crew  of  rebels^ 
whom  if  we  take  but  the  right  courfe  to  fubdue  5 that  is  beginning 
at  the  reformation  of  our  Church  , their  own  horrid  mnrders  and 
rapes  will  fo  fight  againft  thcm.that  the  very  futlers  and  horft  boyes 
of  the  Campe  will  be  able  to  rout  and  chafe  them  without  the 
flaining  of  any  Noble  fwordo  To  proceed  by  other  method  in  this 
enterprisejbe  our  Captains  and  Commanders  never  fo  expert,  will 
be  as  great  an  error  in  the  art  of  warre,  as  any  novice  in  fouldierfrip 
ever  committed.  And  thusJ  leave  it  as  a declared  truth,  that  neither 
tht  feare  of  lefts  no  nor  rebellion  can  be  a fit  plea  to  ftay  reforma- 
tion, but  rather  to  pu(h  it  forward  with  «1I  poffiblc  diligence  and 
fbeeda 
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The  fecond  Book. 

Ow  happy  were  it  for  this  frail , and  as  it 
may  be  truly  call'd, mortal!  life  of  man,(ince 
all  earthly  things  which  have  the  name  of 
good  and  convenient  in  our  daily  ufe,  are 
withall  fo  cumberlbme  and  full  of  trouble 
if  knowledge  yet  which  is  the  beft  and* 
lightfomeft  pofleflion  of  the  min d3w ere  as 
the  common  faying  is,  no  burden,  and  that 
what  it  wanted  of  being  a load  to  any  part 
of  the  body  , it  did  not  with  a heavie  advantage  overlay  upon  the 
fpiritvF  or  not  to  ipeak  of  that  knowledge  that  refts  in  the  contem  - 
plati©n  of  naturall  caufes  and  dimenfions , which  muft  needs  be  a 
lower  wifdom  * as  the  objeft  is  low,  certain  it  is  that  he  who  hath 
obtain’d  in  more  then  thefcanteftmeaiure  to  know  anything  di« 
ftin&ly  ©f  God,and  of  his  true  worflrip,and  what  is  infallibly  good 
and  happy  in  the  ftatc  of  mans  life,  what  in  itfelfeevilandmifera- 
ble,though  vulgarly  not  fo  efteem’d,he  that  hath  obtain’d  to  know 
this,  the  only  high  valuable  wifdom  indeed^  remembring  alfo  that 
God  even  to  a ftri&nefli  requires  the  improvmentof  thele  hisen- 
trufted  gifts,  cannot  but  Main  a forer  burden  of  mind  , and  more 
prefling  then  any  (importable  toil,  or  waighr,  which  the  body  can 
labour  under;  how  and  in  what  manner  he  (hall  difpofe  and  em- 
ploy thofefummes  of  knowledge  and  illumination,  which  God 
hath  fent  him  into  this  world  to  trade  with.  And  that  which  ag- 
gravats  the  burden  more, is,  that  having  receiv’d  amongft  his  allot- 
ted parcels  certain  pretioue  truths  of  fuch  an  orient  luftre  as  no 
Diamond  can  eqnall , which  never  the  leffe  he  has  in  charge  to  put 
offat  any  cheap  rate,  yea  for  nothing  to  them  that  will,  the  great 
Marchants  of  this  world  fearing  that  this  cours  would  foon  difco- 
ver,and  difgrace  the  fals  glitter  of  their  deceitfull  wares  wherewith 
they  abufe  the  people,  like  poor  Indians  with  beads  and  gfcflcs, 
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pra&ize  by  all  means  how  they  may  fuppreffe  theyentingcf  fuch 
rarities  and  fuch  a cheapnes  as  would  undoe  them  , and  turn  their 
trafh  upon  their  hands.  Therefore  by  gratifying  the  corrupt  defires 
of  men  in  fleftily  do&rines , they  ftirre  them  up  to  perfecute  with 
hatred  and  contempt  all  thole  that  feek  to  bear  themfelves  upright- 
ly in  this  their  fpiricual  fa&ory : which  they  forefeeing^though  they 
cannot  but  tcfiiiy  of  Truth  and  the  excellence  pf  that  heavenly, 
traffick  which  they  bring,  againft  what  opposition,  or  danger  foe- 
ver,  yet  needs  rauft  it  fit  heavily  upon  their  fpirits , that  being  in 
Gods  prime  intention  and  their  own/ele6ted  heralds  of  peace, and 
difpenfers  of  treafures  ineftimable  without  price  to  them  that  have 
no  pence,they  fin  e in  thedilchargeof  their  commiffion  that  they 
are  made  the  greateft  variance  and  offence,  a very  (word  and  fire 
both  in  houfeand  City  over  the  whole  earth.  This  is  that  which 
the  fad  Prophet  Ieremiah  laments.  Wo  u m f my  mot  hey  hat  thou  haft 
born  me  a man  of  ftrife9and  contention . And  although  divine  infpi  ra- 
tion muft  certainly  have  been  fweet  to  thofc  ancient  profets,y et  the 
irkfomnelfe  of  that  truth  which  they  brought  was  fo  unpleafant  to 
them, that  every  where  they  call  it  a burden.  Yea  that  myfierious 
book  of  Revelation  which  the  great  Evangelift  was  bid  to  eat,  as 
it  had  beenfbnieeye-brightningele&uary  of  knowledge^and  fore- 
fight, though  it  were  fweet  in  his  mouth,  and  in  the  learning,  it  was 
bitter  in  his  belly  ; bitter  in  thedenouncing.  Nor  was  this  hid 
from  the  wife  Poet  Sophocles 9 who  in  that  place  of  his  Tragedy 
where  T irefias  is  call’d  torefblve  K.  Edipus  in  a matter  which  he 
knew  would  be  grievous,  brings  him  in  bemoaning  his  lot,  that  he 
knew  more  then  other  men.  For  Purely  to  every  good  and  peace- 
able man  itmuft  in  nature  needs  be  a hatefull  thing  to  be  the  dif- 
pleafer,.  and  moldkr  ofthoufands  5 much  better  would  it  like  him 
doubt  Idle  to  be  the  mtfienger  of  gladn.es  and  contentment,  which 
is  his  chiei  intended  bufines,to  all  mankind,  but  that  they  refill  and 
oppole  their  own  truehappineffe.  But  when  God  commands  to 
take  the  trumpet  and  blow  a dolorous  ora  jarring  blaft,  it  lies  not 
in  mans  will  what  he  (hall  fay, or  what  he  (hall  conceal*  If  he  (hall 
think  to  be  filent,?s  Ieremiah  did,  becaufe  of  the  reproach  and  deri- 
fion  he  met  with  daily, and  all  his  familiar  friends  watchtfor  his  haU 
tine  to  be  reveng’d  on  him  for  (peaking  the  truth , he  would  be 
forVt  to  confeffe  as  he  confefi,  his  word  was  in  my  heart  as  a burning 
fire  flout  tip  in  my  bond, I was  weary  with  for  bear  ing^and  could  not  ft  ay* 
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things'  that  are'ftiarply  fpbken  , orvehemfctoly  written^s  procee- 
ding out  of  ftomach,  virulence  and  iU  naCiire^bUt  to  confide  rattier 
that  if  the  Prelats  have  leav  to  fay  the  worft  that  can  be  (aid , and 
doe  the  worft  that  can  be  don,  while  they  drive  to  keep  tpthem- 
(clves  to  their  great  pleafure  and  commodity  thofe  things  which 
they  ought  to  render  up,  no  man  can  be  juftly  offended  with  him 
that  fhail  endeavour  to  impart  and  beftow  without  any  gain  to  him- 
felfe  thofe  (harp,  but  faving  words  which  would  be  a terror,  and  a 
torment  in  him  to  keep  back.For  me  I have  determin’d  to  lay  up  as 
the  beft  treafure,  and  folace  of  a good  old  age , if  God  voutfafe  ifc 
me,  the  honeft  liberty  of  free  ipcech  from  my  youth,  where  I ftiall 
think  it  available  in  fo  dear  a concernment  as  the  Churches  good* 
For  if  I be  either  by  difpofition,or  what  other  caufe  tooinquifitive, 
or  fafpiticus  of  my  fclfand  mine  own  doings, who  Can  help  it?  but 
this  I forefee,  that  (hould  the  Church  be  brought  under  heavy  op- 
preffion,  and  God  have  given  ability  the  while  to  reafon  againft 
chat  man  that  (hould  be  the  author  of  (o  foul  a deed,  or  (hould  fhe 
by  bfcffing  from  above  on  theinduftry  and  courage  of  fajthfiall 
men  change  this  hecdiftra&ed  eftate  into  better  daies  without tfie 
left  furtherance  or  contribution  of  thofe  few  talents  which  God  at 
that  prefent  had  lent  me,  I forelee  what  ftories  I (hould  heare  with- 
in  my  felfe,  all  my  life  after,  of  difeoarage  and  reproach.  Timo- 
rous and  ingrateful  l, the  Church  of  God  is  now  again  at  the  foot 
of  her  intuiting  enemies  : and  thou  bewailft,  what  matters  it  for 
thee  or  thy  bewailing?  when  time  was,  thou  couldft  not  find  * 
fy liable  of  ail  that  thou  hadft  read,  or  ftudied,  to  utter  in  her  be- 
halfe.  Yet  eale  and  lcafure  was  given  thee  for  thy  retired  thoughts 
out  of  the  fweat  of  other  men . Thou  hadft  the  diligence^the  parts 
the  language  of  a man,  if  a vain  fubjed:  were  to  be  adorn'd  or  beau-  c 
tifi*d,butwhenthecau(eof  God  and  his  Church  was  to  be  plea- 
ded, for  which  purpofe  that  tongue  was  given  thee  which  thou 
haft , God  liften  d if  he  could  heare  thy  voice  among  his  zealous 
fervants , but  thou  were  domb  as  a beaft ; from  hence  forward  be 
that  which  thine  own  brucifh  filence  hath  made  thee.  Or  el(e  I 
fhould  have  heard  on  the  other  eare  , flothfuJl,  and  evertobefrt 
light  by,  the  Church  hath  now  overcom  her  late  diftrefles  after  the 
unweariedlaboursof  many  her  true  fervants  that  (food  up  in  her 
defence  5 thou  alfo  wouldft  take  upon  thee  to  thare  amongft  them 
of  their  joy : but  wherefore  thou?  where  canft  thou  (hew  any  word 
or  deed  of  thine  which  might  have  haftend  her  peace;  whatever 
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thoudoft  nowtalke,or  write,  orlookisthealmesof  other  mens 
a^ive  prudence  and  zcale.  Dare  not  now  to  lay,  or  doe  any  thing 
better  then  thy  former  floth  and  infancy,  or  if  thou  darft,  thou  doft 
impudently  to  make  a thrifty  purchale  of  boldnefle  to  thy  felfc 
out  of  the  painfull  merits  of  other  men : what  before  was  thy  fin, 
is  now  thy  duty  to  be,  abjeft,  and  worthleffe.  Thefe  and  fuch  like 
lefions  as  thefe,  I know  would  have  been  my  Matins  duly,  and  my 
Evcn-fcng.  But  now  by  this  litlc  diligence^  mark  what  a privilege 
I have  gain  d$  with  good  men  and  Saints  to  clame  my  right  of  la- 
menting the  tribulations  of  the  Church,  if  file  fhould  fuffer,  when 
others  that  have  ventur’d  nothing  for  her  fake,  have  not  the  honour 
to  be  admitted  mourners.  But  if  fhe  lift  up  her  drooping  head  and 
profper , among  thofe  that  have  fomething  more  then  wifht  her 
welfare,  1 have  my  charter  and  freehold  of  rejoycing  to  me  and  my 
heires.  Concerning  therefore  this  wayward  fub;e&  againft  prelaty, 
the  touching  whereof  is  fb  diftalrftfti  and  difquietous  to  a number 
of  men,  as  by  what  hath  been  laid  I may  deferve  of  charitable 
readers  ta  be  credited,  that  neither  envy  nor  gall  hath  enterd  me 
upon  this  controvcrfy,buc  the  enforcement  of  confidence  only,and 
a preventive  fear  lead  the  omitting  of  this  duty  fhould  be  again!!: 
me  when  I would  ftore  up  to  my  felf  the  good  provifion  of  peace- 
full  hours,So  left  it  fhould  be  (till  imputed  to  me,  as  I have  found  it 
hath  bin, that  feme  fclf-pleafing  humor  of  vain-glory  hath  incited 
file  to  conteft  with  men  of  high  eftimation . now  while  green  yeers 
are  upon  my  head,  from  this  needlefle  furmifail  I fhall  hope  to  dif- 
fwade  the  intelligent  and  equal  auditor, if  I can  but  lay  liiccesfully 
that  which  in  this  exigent  behoovs  me, although  I would  be  heard 
only,ifit  might  be, by  the  elegant  & learned  reader,  to  whom  prin- 
cipally for  a while  I fhal  beg  leav  I may  addr^fie  my  felfe.To  him  it 
will  be  no  new  thing  though  I tell  him  that  if  I hunted  after  praife 
by  the  oftentation  of  wit  and  learning,  I fhould  not  write  thus  out 
of  mine  own  feafon,  when  I have  neither  yet  ccmpleatedto  my 
minde  the  full  circle  of  my  private  ftudies, although  I complain  not 
of  any  inefficiency  to  the  matter  in  hand,  or  were  I ready  to  my 
wifhes,  it  were  a folly  to  comit  any  thing  elaborately  compos’d  to 
tftecarelefle  and  interrupted  liftening  of  thefe  tumultuous  times* 
Next  if  I were  wife  only  to  mine  ownend*,  I would  certainly  take 
fuch  a fubjett  as  of  it  fell  might  catch  applaufe,  whereas  this  hath 
att  the  difadvantages  on  the  contrary,  and  fuch  a fubjefl:  as  the  pub- 
lilhing  whereof  might  be  delay d atpleafure,  and  time  enough  to 
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pencill  it  over  with  all  the  curious  touches  of  art , even  to  the  per* 
fe$ion  of  afaultleffe  pi&ure,  w herns  in  this  argument  the  not 
deferring  is  of  great  moment  to  the  good  fpeeding,that  if  folidity 
have  leifure  to  doe  her  office,  art  cannot  have  much.  Laftly,I  ffiould 
not  chufe  this  manner  of  writing  wherin  knowing  my  felf  inferior 
to  my  feifjed  by  the  genial  power  cf  nature  to  another  taskj  have 
the  u(e5  as  I may  account  if,  but  oftny  left  hand.  And  though  I (hall 
be  fooliffi  in  faying  mere  to  this  purpofe , yet  fince  it  will  be  fuch 
a folly  3as  wifeft  men  going  about  to  commit3have  only  confcft  and 
fo committed)  Imaytruft  with  more  reafon,  becaufe  with  more 
folly  to  have  courteous  pardon.  For  although  a Poet  foaring  in  the 
high  region  of  his  fancies  with  his  garland  and  Tinging  robes  about 
him  might  without  apology  fpeak  more  of  himfelf  then  I mean 
to  do,  y et  for  me  fitting  here  below  in  the  cool  element  of  prole,  a 
mortal!  thing  among  many  readers  of  no  Empyreall  conceit , to 
venture  and  divulge  unufual  things  of  my  felfe , I Hull  petition  to 
the  gentler  fort, it  may  not  be  envy  to  me.  I muft  fay  therefore  that 
after  I had  from  my  firft  yeeres  by  the  ceafelefle  diligence  anicare 
of  my  father,whom  Qod  recompence,  bin  exercis’d  to  the  tongues, 
and  fome  feiences,  as  my  age  would  luffer , by  fundry  mafters  and 
teachers  both  at  home  and  at  the  fchools , it  was  found  that  whe- 
ther ought  was  impos’d  me  by  them  that  had  the  overlooking , or 
betak’n  to  of  mine  own  choife  in  Engliffi,  or  other  tongue,  profing 
or  veriingj  but  chiefly  this  Jatter,  theftileby  certain  vital  fignesit 
had,  was  likely  to  live.  But  much  latelierinthe  privat  Academies 
of  Italy  ^ whither  I was  ravofd  to  refort,  perceiving  that  fome- 
trifles  which  I nad  in  memory,  compos’d  at  under  twenty  or  there* 
about  (for  the  manner  13  that  every  one  muft  give  lome  proof  of  his 
wit  and  reading  there)  met  with  acceptance  above  what  was  lookc 
for , and  other  things  which  I had  (hifeed  in  Icarfity  ot  books  and 
conveniences  to  patch  up  amongft  them,  were  receiv’d  with  writ- 
ten Encomiums  , which  the  Italian  is  not  forward  to  beftow  on 
men  oi  this  fide  the  Alfs , I began  thus  farre  to  afTent  both  to  them 
and  divers  of  my  friends  here  at  home , and  not  lefle  to  an  inward 
prompting  which  now  grew  daily  upon  me , that  by  labour  and 
intent  ftudy  (which  I take  to  be  my  portion  in  this  life)  joyn’d 
With  theftrong  propenfity  of  nature  ,,  I might  perhaps  leave  lome- 
thing  (b  written  to  aftertimes,as  they  ffiould  not  willingly  let  it  die. 
Thefe  thoughts  at  once  pofleft  me,  and  thefe  other.  That  if  I were 
certain  to  write  as  men  buy  Leales,  for  three  lives  and  downward, 
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there  ought  no  regard  be  {ooner  had , then  to  Gods  glory  by  rtfc 
honour  and  ififtru&ion  of  my  country  For  which  caufe,and  not 
only  for  chat  1 knew  ic  would  be  hard  to  arrive  at  the  (econd  rdnk 
among  the  Ladnes  , / apply'd  my  ielfe  to  that  refolution  which 
zsfrioflo  follow'd  againft  the  pedwafions  of  Bembo , to  fix  all  the 
induftty  and  art  I could  unite  to  the  adorning  of  my  native  tosgne; 
not  to  make  verbal  curiofities  the  end  , that  were  a toylfom  vanity, 
bus  to  be  an  interpreter  & relaterof  the  beft  and  fageft  things  among 
mine  own  Citizens  throughout  this  Hand  in  the  mother  dialed:. 
That  what  the  greateft  and  choyceft  wits  oiAthens^Rome ,or  modern 
Italy,  and  thole  Hebrews  of  old  did  for  their  country,  I in  my  pro- 
portion with  this  over  and  above  of  being  a Chriftian,  might  doe 
tor  mine:  not  caring  to  be  once  nam'd  abroad  , though  perhaps  I 
could  attaineto  that , but  content  with  thele  Bririfti  Hands  as  my 
world,  whole  fortune  hath  hitherto  bin  that  if  the  Athenians,  as 
fomc  fay,  made  their  faull  deeds  great  and  i enowned  by  their  elo- 
quent write  s , England  bath  had  her  noble  atchievments  made 
fmall  by  the  unskiltull  handling  of  monks  and  mechanickf* 

Timelervs  not  now  and  perhaps  Imightfeim  too  profulc  td 
give  any  certain  accouncofwhatthe  mind  at  home  in  the  fpacious 
circuits  of  her  mufing  hath  liberty  to  propofeto  her  felt,  though 
of  bigheft  hope,  and  hardeft  attempting  whether  that  Epick  form 
whereof  the  two  poems  of  Homer,  and  thofe  other  two  of  Virgil  and 
Tajfo  areadiffule,  and  the  book  o£J*b  a brief  model:  or  whether 
the  rules  of  -Ariftotle  herein  are  ftri&ly  tcrbe  kept,  or  nature  to  be 
follow’d,  which  in  them  that  know  art,  and  ufe  judgement  is  no 
tranfgreifion,  but  an  ioriching  of  art.  And  iaftly  what  K.or  Knight 
before  the  conqueft  might  be  chofcn  in  whom  to  lay  the  pattern  of 
a Chriftian  Heree.  And  as  Tajfo  gave  to  a Prince  of  Italy  his  chois 
whether  he  would  command  him  to  write  of  Godfreys  expedition 
againft  the  infidels,  or  BeliftrUu  againft  the  Gothes,  or  Charlemain 
againft  the  Lombards ; if  to  the  inftinft  of  nature  and  the  imbold* 
ningofart  ought  may  be  imfted,  and  that  there  be  nothing  advers 
in  our  climat,or  the  fate  of  this  age,  it  haply  would  be  nora&mffe 
from  an  equal  diligence  and  inclination  to  pr eftnt  the  like  offer  in 
our  own  ancient  ftories.  Or  whether  thofe  Dramatick  corftituti- 
ons,  wherein  Sophocles  and  Euripides  raigne  {hall  be  found  more 
do&rinal  and  exemplary  to  a Nation,  the  Scripture  alfo  affords  us 
a divine  paftoral  Drama  in  the  Song  of  Safawtn  confiftmg  of 
♦wo  perfons  and  a-  double  (fhorns , as  Origen  rightly  judges. 
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And  the  Apocalyps  of  Saint  John  is  tfie  majeftick  image  ofa  high 
and  (Uteiy  Tragedy  , (hutting  up  and  intermingling  her  foleinn 
Scenes  and  Afts  with  a fevenfold  Chorus  of  halleluja’s  and  harping 
fymphonies : and  this  my  opinion  the  grave  autority  of  Parens 
commenting  that  bookeis  fufficient  to  confirm.  Or  if  occafion 
(hall  lead  to  imitat  thole  magnifick  Odes  and  Hymns  wherein  Pin* 
d.'trpa  and  Callimachus  are in  mod  things  worthy,  (ome  others  in 
their  frams  judicious,  in  their  matter  mod  an  end  faulty  ; But  thole 
frequent  fongs  throughout  the  law  and  prophets  beyond  all  theft, 
not  in  their  divine  argument  alone,  but  in  the  very  critical  art  of 
compofition  may  be  eafily  made  appear  over  all  the  kinds  of  Lyrick 
poefy*  to  be  incomparable*  Thcle  abilities,  wherefoevepthey  be 
found, are  the  infpired  guife  of  God  rarely  feeftow’djbut  yet  to  fome 
(though  mod  abufe)  in  every  Nation:  and  are  of  power  befide  the 
office  ofa  pulpit  ,to  inbreed  and  cherifti  in  a great  people  the  fteds 
of  vertu,  and  pubiiek  civility , to  allay  the  perturbations  of  the 
mind,  and  let  the  affe&ions  in  right  tune , to  celebrate  in  glorious 
and  lofty  Hymns  the  throne  and  equipage  of  Gods  Almightinefle, 
and  what  he  works , and  what  he  differs  to  ibe  wrought  with  high 
providence  in  his  Church,  tofingthe  victorious  agonies  of  Mar- 
tyrs  and  Saints,  the  deeds  and  triumphs  of  Juft  and  pious  Nations 
doing  valiantly  thraugh  faith  againd  the  enemies  of  Chrid,  to  de- 
plore the  general  rclapfes  of  Kingdoms  and  States  from  juftice 
and  Gods  true  worlhip.  Ladly,  whatfoever  in  religion  is  holy  and 
fublimc,  in  vertu  amiable,  or  grave,  whatfoever  hath  paffion  or  ad- 
miration in  all  the  changes  of  that  which  is  call’d  fortune  from 
without,  or  the  wily  futtleties  and  refluxes  of  mans  thoughts 
from  within,  all  theft  things  with  a folid  and  treatable  fmoothnefle 
to  paint  out  and  defcribe.Teaching  over  the  whole  book  of  fan&ity 
and  vertu  through  all  the  inftances  of  example  with  fuch  delight  to 
thofe  efpecially  of  fofc  and  delicious  temper  who  will  not  fo  much 
as  look  upon  Truth  herfelfe , unlefle  they  fee  her  elegantly  dred, 
that  whereas  the  paths  of  honedy  and  good  life  appear  now  rug- 
ged and  difficult , though  they  be  indeed  eafy  and  pleafant, 
they  would  then  appeare  to  all  men  both  ea(y  and  pleafanc 
though  they  were  rugged  and  difficult  indeed.  And  what  a benefit 
this  would  be  to  our  youth  and  gentry,  may  be  foon  gued  by  what 
we  know  of  the  corruption  and  bane  which  they  fuck  in  dayly 
from  the  writings  and  interludes  of  libidinous  and  ignorant  Poet- 
aders,  who  having  fears  ever  heard  of  that  which  is  the  main  con- 
fidence 
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fiftence  of  a true  poem,  the  choys  /of  fuch  perfons  as  they  ought  to 
Introduce,  and  what  is  morall  and  decent  to  each  one  , doe  tor  the 
moft  part  lap  up  vitious  principles  in  fweet  pils  to  be  fwallowM 
down,  and  make  the  taft  of  vercuotis  documents  harfh  and  fowr. 
But  bccaufe  the  fpirit  of  man  cannot  demean  it  felfc  lively  in  this 
body  without  fome  recreating  intermiffion  of  labour,  and  ferious 
things,  it  were  happy  for  the  Common  wealth,  if  our  Magistrates, 
as  in  thole  famous  governments  of  old,  would  take  into  their  care, 
not  only  the  deciding  of  our  contentious  Law  cafes  and  brauls,  but 
the  managing  of  our  pubiick  fports,  and  feftival  paftimes,that  they 
might  be, not  fuch  as  were  autoriz’d  a while  lince,the  provocations 
of  drunkennefle  and  lull,  but  fuch  as  ma)|  inure  and  harden  our 
bodies  by  martial  excrcifes  to  all  warlike  skil  and  performance, 
and  may  civilize,  adorn  and  make  difereet  our  minds  by  the  learned 
and  affable  meeting  of  frequent  Academies , and  the  procurement 
of  wife  and  artfuil  recitations  fweetned  with  eloquent  and  grace- 
full  inticements  to  the  love  and  pra&ice  of  juft»ce , temperance  and 
fortitude,  inftru&ing  and  bettering  the  Nation  at  all  opportunities, 
that  the  call  of  wifdom  and  vertu  may  be  heard  every  where,  as 
Salomon  faith.  She  crieth  with  out,  {be  titter eth  her  voice  in  the  ftreets^ 
in  the  top  of  high  places , in  the  chief  concours , and  in  the  openings0  of  the 
Cates,  Whether  this  may  not  be|not  only  in  Pulpits,  but  after  ano- 
ther perfijafive  method,  at  fet  and  folemn  Panegurics,  in  Theaters, 
porches,or  what  other  place, or  way  may  win  inoft  upon  the  people 
to  recciv  at  once  both  recreation,&  inftru#ion3let  them  in  autority 
confulc*  The  thing  which  I had  to  fay5and  thofe  intentions  which 
have  liv’d  within  me  ever  fince  I could  conceiv  my  felf  any  thing 
worth  to  my  Ccuntrie,  I return  to  crave  excufe>(hat  urgent  rea- 
fonhath  pluckt  from  me  by  an  abortive  and  foredated  difcovery* 
And  the  accomplishment  of  them  lies  not  but  in  a power  above 
mans  to  promife  $ but  that  none  hath  by  more  fludious  ways  en- 
deavour'd, and  with  more  unwearied  fpirit  that  none  (hall , that  I 
darealmoft  averreof  my  felf,  as  farre  as  life  and  free  leafure  will 
extend,  and  that  the  Land  had  once  infranchis’d  her  felf  from  this 
impertinent  yoke  of  prelaty , under  whofe  inquilitorius  and  ty- 
rannical duncery  no  tree  and  fplendid  wit  can  flourish.  Neither 
doe  I think  it  fhame  to  covnant  with  any  knowing  reader,  that  for 
fome  few  yeers  yet  I may  go  on  truft  with  him  toward  the  pay- 
ment of  what  I am  now  indebted,  as  being  a work  not  to  be  rays’d 
from  the  heat  of  youth,  or  the  vapours  of  wine,  like  thatwhich 
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flows  at  waft  fcom the  pen  o£foitie  vulgar  Ambtift,  tfbche  fcttncher 
fury  qT  a liming  paralite , nor  to  be  obtain’d  by  the  invocation  of 
Dame  Memory  and  her  Siren  daughters , but  by  devout  prayer  to 
that  eternall  Spirit  who  can  enrich  with  all  utterance  and  know- 
ledge, and  fends  out  his  Seraphim  with  the  hallow'd  fire  of  his 
Altar  to  touch  and  purify  the  lips  of  whom  he  pleafes : to  this  muft 
be  added  induftrious  and  feleft  reading,  fteddy  obfervation,  infight 
• into  all  feenily  and  generous  arts  and  affaires  , till  which  in  fome 
meafure  be  eompaft  3 at  mine  own  peril  and  coft  I refufc  not  to 
ftain  this  expeftation  from  as  many  as  are  not  loath  to  hazard  fo 
much  credulity  upon  the  beft  pledges  that  I can  give  them.  Al- 
though it  nothing  content  me  to  have  difcWd  thus  much  before 
hand , bnt  that  I truft  hereby  to  make  it  manifeft  with  what  Shall 
willingneffe  I endure  to  interrupt  the  purfuit  of  no  leffe  hopes  then 
thefe,  and  leave  a calmeand  pleafing  (olitary ms  fed  with  cherfu! 
and  Confident  thoughts,  to  inibark  in  a troubl'd  fea  of  no  i ft  Sand 
hoars  difputes,put  from  beholding  the  bright  countenance  of  truth 
in  the  quiet  and  ftill  air  of-delightfull  ftudies  to  come  into  the  dim 
reflexion  of  hollow  antiquities  fold  by  the  Teeming  bulk,  and  there 
be  fain  to  club  quotations  with  men  whole  learning  and  beleif  lies 
in  marginal  ftuffings,  who  when  they  have  like  good  fumpters  laid 
yedown  their  hors  load  of  citations  and  fathers  at  your  dore3with 
a rapfody  of  who  and  who  were  Biffiops  here  or  there,  ye  may  take 
off  their  packfaddies,  their  days  work  is  don,  and  epifcopacy , as 
they  think , ftoutly  vindicated.  Let  any  gentle  apprehenfion  that: 
can  diftinguifh  learned  pains  from  unlearned  drudgery ,imagin  whe  t 
pleafure  or  profeundneffe  can  be  in  this , or  what  honour  to  deal 
againft  (uch  adveriarie?.  But  were  it  the  meaneft  under-fervice  , if 
God  by  his  Secretary  confcience  rnjoyn  it,  it  were  fad  for  me  if  I 
fhould  draw  back,  for  me  efpecially,  now  when  all  men  offer  their 
aid  to  help  eafe  and  enlighten  the  difficult  labours  of  the  Church, 
to  whofe  fervice  by  the  intentions  of  my  parents  and  friends  1 was 
deftin’d  of  a child,  and  in  mine  own  refo]utionsstill  camming  to 
fome  maturity  of  yeers  and  perceaving  what  tyranny  had  invaded 
the  Church, that  he  who  would  take  Orders  muft  fubfeibe  Have, and 
take  an  oath  withall,  which  unleffe  he  took  with  a confcience  that 
would  retch, he  rnuft  either  ftrait  perjure, or  fplit  his  faith,/  thought 
it  better  to  preferre  ablameleffe  filence  before  the  facred  office  of 
fpeaking  bought,  and  begun  with  fervitude  and  forfwcaring.How- 
foever  thus  Church-outed  by  the  Prelats,  hence  may  appear  the 
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right  1 have  to  meddle  in  thefe  matters,  as  before, the  neceffity  and 
conftrain*  appear’d. 


CHAP.  7. 

That  Prelaty  eppofeth  the  reafon  and  end  of  the Cofpel  three 
rrays^ndfirft  w her  ontwardfortn. 

AFterthisdigreffionit  would  remain  that  1 fhould  {ingle  oot 
fome  other  reafon  which  might  undertake  for  Prelaty  to  he  a 
fit  and  lawfull  Church-government  $ but  finding  none  of  like  vali- 
dity with  thefe  that  have  alredy  fped  according  to  their  fortune,  / 
(hall  a dde  one  reafon  why  it  is  not  to  be  thought  a Church-go- 
vernment at  all,  but  a Church-tyranny,  and  is  at  hoftile  terms  with 
the  end  and  reafon  ofChrifts  Evangelick  miniftery,  Albeit  /mud 
confeffe  to  be  half  in  doubt  whether  1 fhould  bring  it  forth  or  n^5 
it  being  fo  contrary  to  the  eye  of  the  world , and  the  world  (b  po- 
tent in  moft  mens  hearts,  that /fhall  endanger  cither  not  to  be  re- 
garded, or  not  to  be  underflood.  For  who  is  ther  almoft  that  mea- 
fhres  wifdom  by  fimplicity,  ftrength  by  fufFering,  dignity  by  lowr» 
lineiTe,  who  is  there  that  counts  it  firft.  tobelaft,  fomthingtobe 
nothing, and  reckons  himfelf  of  great  command  in  that  he  is  afer- 
vant  ? yet  God  when  he  meant  to  fubdue  the  world  and  hell  a? 
once,  part  cf  that  to  falvation , and  this  wholy  to  perdirion5made 
thois  of  no  other  weapons,or  auxiliaries  then  thefe  whether  to  fave, 
or  to  deftroy.  It  had  bin  a fmall  maiftery  for  him,to  have  drawn 
out  his  Legions  into  array,  and  flank  them  with  his  thunder; 
therefore  he  fent  Foolifhnes  to  confute  Wifdom,  Weaknes  to  bind 
Strength.Defpifednes  to  vanquifh  Pride.  And  this  is  the  great  mi- 
sery of  the  Gofpei  made  good  in  Chrift  himfelf5  who  as  he  lefti- 
sts came  not  to  beminifteFd  to,  but  to  minifter ; and  muft  he  ful- 
iii’d  in  ajl  his  minifters  till  his  fecond  comming.  To  goe  againfi 
thefe  principles  $.  Paul  fo  feard,that  if  he  fhould  but  affedf  the  wif- 
d cm  of  words  in  his  preaching,  he  thought  it  would  be  laid  to  his 
charge,  that  he  had  made  the  croffe  of  Chrift  to  be  of  noneefleft 
Whether  then  Prelaty  do  n&t  make  of  none  effefl:  the  crofle  cf 
Chrift  by  the  principles  it  hath  fo  contrary  to  thefe,  nullifying  the 
power  and  end  of  the  Gofpei,  it  fhali  not  want  due  proof3if  it  want 
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not  due  belief.  Neither  fhal  /ft and  to  trifle  with  one  that  will  tell 
me  of  quiddities  and  formalities,  whether  Prelaty  or  Prelateity  ia 
abftraft  notion  be  this  or  that , it  fafrees  me  that  / find  it  in  his 
skin , fo  I find  it  infeparable,or  not  oftner  otherwife  then  a Phenix 
hath  bin  feen  5 although  I perfwade  me  that  whatever  faultines  was 
but  fuperficial  to  Prelaty  at  the  beginning,^  now  by  the  juft  judg- 
ment of  God  long  fince  branded  and  inworn  into  the  very  eflence 
therof.  F irft  therefore,  if  to  doe  the  work  of  the  Gofpel  Chrift  our 
Lord  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a fervant,  how  can  his  fervant  in 
thisminiftery  take  upon  him  the  form  of  a Lord  ? / know  Bilfon 
hath  decipher'd  us  all  the  galanteries  of  Signore  and  Monfignore% 
and  Monfteur  as  circumftantially  as  any  pun&ualift  of  Cafteel9 
Naples  9ot  Fountain  Uleau  could  have  don3but  this  muft  not  fo  com- 
plement us  out  of  our  right  minds,  as  to  be  to  learn  that  the  form 
of  a fervant  was  a mean , laborious  and  vulgar  life  apteft  to  teach ; 
which  form  Chrift  thought  fitted,  that  he  might  bring  about  his 
will  according  to  his  own  panciples  choofing  the  meaner  things 
of  this  world  that  he  might  put  under  the  high.  Now  whether 
the  pompous  garb, the  Lordly  life,the  wealth,  the  haughty  diftance 
of  Prelaty  be  thofe  meaner  things  of  the  world,  wherby  Godin 
them  would  manage  the  my  fiery  of  his  Gofpel,  be  itthe  verdit  of 
common  fenfe.  For  Chrift  faith  in  S.  lohn , The  fervant  is  not grea~ 
ter  then  his  Lord9  nor  he  that  is  fent  greater  then  he  that  fent  him • And 
adde s , If  ye  know  thefe  things , happy  are  ye  if  je  doe  them • Then  let 
the  prelates  well  advife , if  they  neither  know, nor  do  thefe  things* 
or  if  they  know,  and  yet  doe  them  not,  wherin  their  happines  con- 
fitts.  And  thus  is  the  Gofpel  fruftrated  by  the  Lordly  form  of 
Prelaty. 

— ~ \ — — 

CHAP.  II. 

That  the  ceremonius  doUr'm  of  Prelaty  oppojeth  thereafott$id 
end  of  the  Cojpel.  r n ■ 

1 1 * Hat  which  next  declares  the  heavenly  power,  and  reveales  the 
X deep  miftery  of  the  Gofpel, is  the  pure  fimplicity  of  doftfitae, 
accounted  the  foolilhnee  of  this  World,  yet  eroding  and  canfown- 
ding  the  pride  and  wifdotn  of  the  flelh.  And  wherin  confift*  this 
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fiefhly  wifdom  and  pride  > in  being  altogether  ignorant  of  God 
and  his  worfhip  ? no  furely,  for  men  are  naturally  afham'd  of  that. 
Where  thentft  confifts  in  a bold  prefumption  of  ordering  the  wor- 
fliip  and  fervicc  of  God  after  mans  own  will  in  traditions  and  ce- 
remonies. Now  if  the  pride  and  wifdom  of  thefleQi  were  to  be  de- 
feated and  confounded , no  doubt , but  in  that  very  point  w her  in 
it  was  proudeft  *and  thoughtdc  felf  wifeft,  that  fo  the  vi&ory  of  the 
Gofpei  might  be  the  more  ilMriou^  But  bur  Preiats  inftead  of  ex- 
prefling  the  fpirituall  power  of  thekminillery  by  warring  againit 
this  chief  bulwark  and  ftrong  hold  of  .the  fkfh , haveenter’d  into 
faft  league  with'the  principal  enemy  agunft  whom  they  were  fenc, 
and  turn’d  the  ffwngth-  of  idhiy  pride. and  wifdom  againft  the 
pure  Simplicity  of  faving  nuth*  Firft,  miftrufting  to  find  the  auto- 
rity  of  their  order  in  the  dmmdiar; iiaftitution  of  Chrift , or  his 
Apaftles  by  the  cleer  evidence  of  Scripture,  they  fly  to  the  carnal 
fupportment  bf  tradition;  when  ws^peal  to. the  Bible3they  to  the 
vUnweildy  volumes  of  tradition.  nlft  doe  not  fhame  to  rejetfl  the 
ordinance  ofrhim  that  is  eternal  for  the  pavers  iniquity  of  fixteen 
hunderd  yeers ; choofing  rather  to  think  truth  it  felf  a lyar  , the» 
that  fifteen  ages  fnotdd  be  taxt  with  an  error  $ not  confideringthe 
general  a poftafy  that  was  foretold  5 and  the  Churches  flight  into 
the  wildernes.  Nor  is  thisanough,  itaftead  offiiewing  the  reafon  of 
their  lowly  condition  from  divine  example  and  command  5 they 
feek  to  prove  their  high  pre-eminence  from  humane  content  and 
autority.  But  let  them  chaunc  while  they  will  of  prerogatives,  we 
(hall  tell  them  of  Scripture  * of  cuftom,  we  of  Scripture ; of  Ads 
and  Statutes,  fill  of  Scripture,  til  the  quick  and  peareingword 
enter  to  the  dividing  of  their  foules,  & the  mighty  weaknes  of  the 
Gofpei  throw  down  the  weak  mightines  of  mans  reafoning.Now 
for  their  demeanor  within  the  Church3  how  have  they  disfigur  d 
and  deface  that  more  thenangehek  brightnes,  the  unclouded  (ere- 
nity  of  Ghriftian  Religion  with  the  dark  overcafiing  of  fuperfti- 
tious  coaps  and  fi,aminical  yefturesj  wearing  on  their  backs  5 and, 
} abHorre  to  tMn^pefhaps  lo  Come  wor fe plabe  tfie* -tAeipreffiblte 
Image  of  God  the  father.  Tell  me  ye  Priefts  wherfore  this  gold, 
wherfore  thefe  roabs  and  furplices  over  the  Gofpei?  is  our  religion* 
guilty  of  the.  fir  ft  trefpaflfe,  and  hath  need  of  cloathing  to  cover  her 

buFcaftanigaomipyluponxhe  per- 
feftion  of  ehrifts'mioiftery  by.teekihg  to  adorn h with  that  which 
wUthepoor  remedy  of  our  ftame.Beleive  it, wondrous  Doftors,ali 
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cetporeal  refemblances  of  inward  holineffe  & beauty  arc  now  paft; 
he  that  will  cloath  the  Gofpel  now, intimates  plainly,that  the  Go- 
fpel  is  naked,  uncomely, that  l may  not  fay  reproachful!.  Do  not,ye 
Church-maskers, while  Chrift  is  cloatbing  upon  our  barenes  with 
his  righteous  garment  to  make  us  acceptable  in  his  fathers  fight, 
doe  not, as  ye  do,  cover  and  hide  his  righteous  verity  with  the  pol- 
luted cloathing  of  your  ceremonies  to  make  it  feem  more  decent  in 
your  own  eyes.  H&w  beaut  if  all]  faith  Jfdiah , an  the  feet  of  him  that 
brinqeth  good  tidings,  that  publish  fdvation  ! Are  the  feet  fo  beau- 
tifalj  and  is  the  very  bringing  of  thefe  tidings  fo  decent  of  it  felt  > 
what3  new  decency  then  can  be  added  to  this  by.  your  fpinftry  > 
ye  think  by  thefe  gaudy  glifterings  to  ftirre  up  the  devotion  of  the 
rude  multitude ; ye  think  fo,  becaufe  ye  forfake  the  heavenly  tea- 
ching of  S.  Paul  for  the  hellilh  Sophiftry  of  Papifm.  If  the  muiti- 
tudebe  rude,  the  lips  of  the  Preacher  muft  give  knowledge  ,,  and 
not  ceremonies.  And  although  fome  Ghriftians  be  new  born  babes 
comparatively  to  fome  that  are  Wronger  , yet  in  refpeft  of  cere- 
mony which  is  but  a rudiment  of  the  Law,  the  wcakeft  Chriflian 
hath  thrown  off  the  robes  of  his  minority,  and  is  a perfect  man,  as 
to  legal  rites.  What  childrens  food  there  is  in  }he  Gofpel  we  know 
to  b*Tno  other  then  the  fincerity  of  the  word  that  they  may  grow  there- 
by. But  is  heer  the  utmoft  of  your  outbraving  the  fervice  of  God  > 

No.  Ye  have  bin  bold, not  to  fet  your  threlhold  by  his  threthold^ 

Qr  your  pofts  by  his  pofts,  but  your  Sacrament,  your  figne,call  it 
what  you  will,  by  his  Sacrament,  baptizing  the  Ghriftian  infant 
with  a folemne  fprinkle,  and  unbaptizing  for  your  own  part  with 
a profane  and  impious  forefinger : as  if  when  yc  had  layd  the  puii- 
fying  element  upon  his  forehead , ye  meant  to  cancel  and  croffe  it 
out  again  with  a cafa&er  not  of  Gods  bidding.O  but  the  innocence 
of  thefe  ceremonies!  O rather  the  fottifh  abfurdky  of  this  excufd 
what  could  be  more  innocent  then  the  walking  of  a cup,  a glade,  or 
hands  before  meat,  and  that  under  the  Law  when  fo  many  walk- 
ings were  commanded,  and  by  long  tradition,  yet  our  Saviour  de~  ^ 
tefted  their  cuftomes,  though  never  fo  Teeming  harmlefle,  and  char- 
ges them  (everelythat  they  had  trarifgreft  the  Commandments  of 
God  by  their  traditions  and  worlhipt  him  in  vain.  How  much 
more  then  mull  thefe,  and  much  grofler  ceremonies  now  in  force 
delude  the  end  of  Chrilb  camming  in  the  flefti  againft  the  flefti, 
and  ftifle  the  fincerity  of  our  new  cov’nant  which  hath  bound  us 
sa  forfake  all  earnall  pride  and  wifdom  efpecially  in  matters  of 
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religion.  Thus  we  fee  again  hovrPrelaty  faylingin  oppofition  to 
the  main  end  and  power  of  the  Gofpel  doth  not  joyn  in  that  mi<- 
fterious  work  of  Chrift  ? by  lowlines  to  confound  height*  by  fim- 
plicity  of  do&rin  the  wifdom  of  the  world  5 but  contrari wile  hath 
made  it  fell  high  in  the  world  and  the  fldh  to  vanquifh  things  by 
the  world  accounted  low , and  made  it  felf  wife  in  tradition  and 
flefhly  ceremony  to  confound  the  purity  of  doftrin  which  is  the 
wifdora  of  God. 


CHAP.  III. 

That  frelatical  jurifdittion  oppofeth  the  reafon  and  end  of  the 
Gofpel  and  of  State . 

THe  third  and  lafl  confidcrati  on  remains,  whether  the  Prelats 
in  their  fun&ion  doe  work  according  to  the  Gofpel  pra&izing 
to  fiibdue  the  mighty  things  of  this  world  by  things  weak  : which 
S.  *7W  hath  fet  forth  to  be  the  power  and  excellence  of  the  Gok 
pel,  or  whether  in  more  likelihood  they  band  themfelves  with  the 
prevalent  things  of  this  world  to  overrun  the  weak  things  which 
Chrift  hath  made  chois  to  work  by  : and  this  will  fooneft  be  dif- 
cern’d  by  the  cours  of  their  jurifdiftion.  But  heer  again  I find  my 
thoughts  almoft  in  fufpenfe  betwixt  yea  and  no,  and  am  nigh  tur- 
ning mine  eye  which  way  I may  beft  retire,  and  not  proceed  In  this 
fubje&3  blaming  the  ardency  of  my  mind  that  fixt  me  too  atten-  „ 
tively  to  come  thus  farre.  For  Truth,  I know  not  how,  hath  this 
unhappineffe  fatall  to  her,ere  (he  can  come  to  the  trial!  and  infpe- 
ftionof  the  Undemanding,  being  to  pafle  through  many  little 
wards  and  limits  of  the  fcverall  AfFe&ions  and  Defires  , fhe  cannot 
fhift  it,  but  muft  put  on  fuch  colours  and  attire,  as  thofe  Pathe- 
tick  handmaids  of  the  foul  pleafe  to  lead  her  in  to  their  Queen.  And 
if  fhe  find  fo  much  favour  with  them,  they  let  her  pafTe  in  her  own 
likeneffe ; if  not,they  bring  her  into  the  prefence  habited  and  co- 
lour’d like  a notorious  Falfhood.  And  contrary  when  any  Falfhood 
comes  that  way , if  they  like  the  errand  fhe  brings , they  are  fo 
artfull  to  counterfeit  the  very  fhape  and  vifage  of  Truth,  that  the 
Undemanding  not  being  able  to  difeern  the  fucus  which  thefe  in- 
chantrcfTes  with  fuch  cunning  have  laid  upon  the  feature  fome- 
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dmes  of  Truth,  fometimcsofFalfhood  interchangeably  Sentences 
for  the  moft  part  one  for  the  other  at  the  firft  blufh  > according  to 
the  futtle  itnpofture  of  thefe  fenfual  miftrefles  that  keep  the  ports 
and  paffages  between  her  and  the  ob/e&.  So  that  were  it  not  for 
leaving  imperfe&  that  which  is  already  laid  , I fhould  goe  neer  to 
relinquKh  that  which  is  to  follow.  And  becaufel  fee  that  moft 
men,  as  it  happens  in  this  world, either  weakly, or  falfly  principi’d, 
what  through  ignorance,  and  what  through  cultom  oflicence^cth 
in  difeours  and  writing, by  what  hath  bin  of  late  written  in  vulgar, 
have  not  feem’d  to  attain  the  decifien  of  this  point,  I (hall  iike- 
wife  affay  thofewily  ArbitrefTes  who  in  moft  men  have,  as  was 
heard,  the  foie  uftiering  of  Truth  and  Fa]  fhood  between  the  fenfe, 
and  the  foul,  with  what  loyalty  they  will  life  me  in  conuoying  this 
Truth  to  my  underfhnding  ; the  rather  for  that  by  as  much  ac- 
quaintance as  I can  obtain  with  them,  I doe  not  find  them  engag’d 
either  one  way  orother.Concerning  therfore  ecckfial  jurifdi&ion, 

1 find  £1111  more  controverfie,  who  fhould  adminifter  it , then  dili- 
gent enquiry  made  to  learn  what  ifts,  for  had  the  pains  bin  take* 
to  iearch  out  that,  it  had  bin  long  agoe  enroul’d  to  be  nothing  els 
but  a pure  tyrannical  forgery  of  thcPrelats;  and  that  Jurifdi&ive 
po  wer  in  the  Church  there  ought  to  be  none  at  all.  It  cannot  be 
conceiv'd  that  what  men  now  call  jurifditTion  in  the  Church* 
fhould  be  other  thing  then  a ChriiViancenforfhips  and  therefore  is 
it  moft  commonly  and  truly  nam’d  ecclefiaftical  ceniure.  Now  if 
the  Roman  cenfor  a civil  £un&ion,to  that  fevere  affile  of  fui  vay  ing 
and  controuling  the  privateft,and  flieft  manners  of  all  men  and  all 
degrees  had  no  juri(didlion3nocouitsof  plea,  or  inditement,  no 
punitive  force  ahnext,  whether  it  were  that  to  this  manner  of  cor- 
re&ion  theintanglement  of  {hits  was  improper, or  that  the  notice 
of  thofe  upright  Inquifitors  extended  to  fuch  the  moft  covert  and 
fpiritous  vices  as  would  flip  eafily  between  the  voider  and  more  ma- 
terial grafp  of  Laws  Or  that  it  flood  more  with  the  Majefty  of  that 
office  to  have  no  other  Serjeants  or  maces  about  than  but  thofe  in- 
vTible  ones  of  Terror  and  fhamc : Or  laftly,were  it  their  feare;  left 
ibe  greatnes  of  this  autorityand  honour  arm’d  with  jurifdi&ion 
might  ftep  with  eafe  into  a tyranny  Jn  all  thefe  refpe.fts  with  much 
morereafon  undoubtedly  ought  thecenfure  of  the  Church  be  quite 
deviftea  and  difintal’d  ot  all  jurifdi&ion  tvhatfoever^  For  if  the 
cours  of  judicature  to  a political  cenfor  finip  feem  either  too  tedi- 
ous, or  too  contentious  ? much  more  may  k to  the  difeipline  of 
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Church  whofe  definitive  decrees  are  to  be  fpeedy  3 but  the  execu- 
tion of  rigour  flow , contrary  to  what  in  legal  proceedings  is  moft 
ufual,  and  by  how  much  the  left;  contentious  it  is,  by  fo  much  will 
it  be  the  more  Chriftian.  And  if  the  cenfor  in  his  morall  epifeopy 
being  to  judge  moft  in  matters  not  anfwerable  by  writ  or  a£Uon 
could  not  ufe  an  inftrument  fo  grofle  and  bodily  as  /urifdi&ion  is, 
how  can  the  minifter  ofGofpel  manage  the  corpulent  and  fecular 
trial  of  bill  and  procefte  in  things  meerly  fpiritual.  Or  could  that 
Roman  office  without  this  juridical  fword  or  (aw  (trike  fuch  a re- 
verence of  it  felf  into  the  moft  undaunted  hearts,  as  with  one  Angle 
daffi  of  ignominy  to  put  all  the  Senate  and  Knighthood  of  Rome 
into  a tremble  3 furely  much  rather  might  the  heavenly  miniftery 
of  the  Evangel  bind , her  felf  about  with  farre  more  pearcing  beams 
of  Majefty  and  aw  by  wanting  the  beggarly  help  of  balings  and 
amercements  in  the  ufe  of  her  powerful  Keies.  For  when  the 
Church  without  temporal  (upport  is  able  to  doe  her  great  works 
upon  the  unforc’t  obedience  of  men3  it  argues  a divinity  about  her. 
But  when  (he  thinks  to  credit  and  better  her  fpir  ituall  efficacy  5 and 
to  win  her  felf refpedl  and  dread  by  ftrutting  in  the  faif  vifard  of 
worldly  atitority  5 tis  evident  that  God  is  not  there ; but  that  her 
apoftolick  vertu  is  departed  from  her\  and  hath  left  her  K cy-cold. 
Which  (he  perceaving  as  in  a decay’d  nature  feeks  to  the  outward 
fomentations  and  chafings  of  worldly  help,  and  external  flourifhes, 
to  fetch5if  it  be  pcflible/ome  motion  into  her  extream  parts , or  to 
hatch  a counterfeit  life  with  the  crafty  and  arteficial  heat  of  jurif- 
di&ion.  But  it  is  obfervable  that  fo  long  as  the'  Church  in  erne 
imitation  of  Chrift  can  be  content  to  ride  upon  an  Afte  carrying 
her  felf  and  her  government  along  in  a mean  and  Ample  guife,  (he 
may  be  as  he  is,  a Lion  oft  he  tribe  of  Iuda,  and  in  her  humility  all 
men  with  loud  Hofanna’s  will  conftfte  her  greatnes.  But  when  de- 
fpifing  the  mighty  operation  of  the  fpirit  by  the  weak  things  of  this 
world  (he  thinks  to  raake  her  felf  bigger  and  more  conAderablc  by 
uAngthe  way  of  civil  force  and  jurifch&ion , as  (he  Ats  upon  this 
Lion  (he  changes  into  an  Aftc,  and  inftead  of  Hofanna’s  every  man 
pelts  her  with  ftones  and  dirt.  Laftly , if  the  wifdom  of  the  Ro- 
mans fear’d  to  commit  jurifdi&ion  to  an  office  of  fo  h:gh  efteem 
and  dred  as  was  the  cenfors  3 we  may  fee  what  a folecifm  in  the  art 
of  policy  it  hath  bin  all  this  while  through  Chriftendom  to  give 
jurifdi&ion  to  ecclefiaftical  Cenfure.  For  that  ftrength  joyn’d  with 
religion  abus’d  and  pretended  to  ambitious  ends  muft  of  neccffity 
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breed  the  heavieft  and  moft  quelling  tyranny  not  only  upon  the 
necks  buteven  to  the  fouls  of  men:  which  ifChriftian  Rome  had  bin 
fo  caucclous  to  prevent  in  herChurch,as  Pagan  Rome  was  in  herftate, 
We  had  not  had  fuch  a lamentable  experience  thereof  as  now  we 
have  from  thence  uponall  GhrifteildormFor  although  I,  faid  before 
that  the  Church  coveting  to  ride  upon  the  Lionly  form  ofjurifdi- 
ftion  makes  a transformation  of  her  felf  into  an  Affie,  and  becomes 
defpicable , that  is  to  thofe  whom  God  hath  enlight’nd  with  true 
knowledge ; but  where  they  remain  ,yet  in  the  reliques  offaperftiti- 
on.  this  is  the  extremity  pf  thejr  bondage,  and  blindnes,  that 
while  they_  think  they  doe  obeifance  to.  the  Lordly  vifage  of 
a Lion  they  doe  it  to  an  afle , that  through  the  juft  judge- 
ment of  God  is  permitted  to  play  the  dragon  among  them  becaufe 
of  their  wilfull  ftupidity.  And  let  England  here  well  rub  her  eyes, 
left  by  leaving  jurifdi&iqn  and  Church  cenfure  to:the  fame  per- 
fons , now  that  God  hach  bin  fo  long  medpining  her  eyefight,  (he 
doe  not  with  her  overpolitick  fetches  marre  all,  and  bring  her  felf 
back  again  to  worfhip  this  Afle  beftriditig  a Lion.  Having  hitherto 
explain’d , that  to  ecclefiafticall  cenfure  no  jurifiMive  power  can 
be  added  without  a childifh  and  dangerous  overfight  in  polity,  and 
a.pernicious  coatradi&ion  in  evangelick  difcipline , as  anon  more 
fully ; it  will  be  next  to  declare  wherin  the  tiue  reafon  arid  force  o£ 
Church  cenfure  confifts , which  by  then  it  (hall  be  laid  open  to  the 
root,fo  little  is  it  that  I fear  left  any  crookednes,any  wrincle  or  fpos 
(hould  be  found  in  presbyterial  government, that  if  Bidin  the  famous 
French  writer  though  a papift,  yet  affirms  that  the  Cornmonwelth 
which  maintains  this  difcipline  will  ceitainly  flourifh  in  v,ertu  and 
piety , I dare  affine  my  felf  that  every  true  protettant  will  admire 
the  integrity , the  uprightnes , the  divine  and  gracious  purpofes 
therof , and  even  for  the  reafon  of  it  fo  coherent  with  the  do&rine 
of  the  Gofpel , befides  the  evidence  pf  command  in  Scripture, will 
eonfeffe  it  to  be  the  only  true  Church-government , and  that  con- 
trary to  the  whole  end  and  raillery  of  Chrifts  comming  in  the  fieffi 
a falfe  appearance  of  the  fame  is  exercis’d  by  Prelaty . But  becaufe 
fome  count  it  rigorous,  and  that  hereby  men  (ball  be  liable  to  a 
doable  puniffiment,  I will  begin  fomwhat  higher  and  fpeak  of  pu- 
nifhmcnr.  Which, as  it  is  an  evil, I efteem  tofce  of  two  forts, or  rather 
two  degrees  onty,  a reprobat  confidence  in  this  life,  and  hell  in  the 
other  world.  Whatever  elfe  men  call  puniffiment, or  cenfure  is  not 
properly  an  evil , fo  it  be  not  an  illegall  violence,  but  afaving 
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tned’cin  ordain’d  of  God  both  for  the  publik  and  privat  good  of 
man,who  confiding  oftwo  parts  the  inward  and  the  outward,  was 
by  the  eternall  providence  left  under  two  forts  ef  cure,  the  Church 
and  the  Magiftrat*  The  Magiftrat  hath  only  to  dealc  with  the  out> 
ward  part,  I mean  not  of  the  body  alone,  but  of  the  mind  in  all  her 
outward  a&s,  which  in  Scripture  is  call'd  the  outward  man.  So 
that  it  would  be  hclpfull  to  us  if  we  might  borrow  fuch  autority  as 
the  Rhetoricians  by  patent  may  give  us, with  a kind  of  Promethean 
skill  to  (hape  and  faftiiori  this  outward  man  into  the  fimilitudeof 
a body,  and  (et  him  vifible  before  us  $ imagining  theinnerman 
only  a$  the  foul.  Thus  then  the  civill  Magiftrat  looking  only  upon 
the  outward  man  (1  fay  as  a Magiftrat , for  what  he  doth  further^ 
he  doth  it  as  a member  of  the  Church)ifhe  find  in  his  complexion* 
skin, or  outward  temperature  the  fignes  and  marks,  or  in  his  doings 
the  effe&s  of  irtjuftice,  rapine,  luft,  cruelty,  or  the  like,  foraetimea 
he  (huts  up  as  in  frenetick,  or  infeftious  difeafes  \ or  confines  within 
dores,as  in  every  fickly  eftate.  Sometimes  he  (haves  by  penalty,  or 
muldt,  or  els  to  cool  and  take  down  thofe  luxuriant  humors  which 
Wealth  and  exccffe  have  caus'd  to  abound.  Otherwhilcs  he  feres, he 
cauterizes , he  fcarifies , lets  blood,  and  finally  for  utmoft  remedy 
cut*  off.  The  patients  which  moftanend  are  brought  into  bis  hof* 
pital  are  fuch  as  are  farre  gon,and  befide  themfelves  funleffe  they  be 
falfly  accus'd)  fo  that  force  is  neceffary  to  tame  .and  quiet  them  in 
their  unruly  fits,  before  they  can  be  made  capable  of  a more  human 
cure.  His  general  end  is  the  outward  peace  and  wel-fare  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  civil  happines  in  this  life.  His  particular  end 
in  every  man  is,by  the  infli&ion  of  pain,  dammage , and  difgrace, 
that  the  fenfes  and  common  perceivance  might  carry  this  meffage 
to  the  foul  within,that  it  is  neither  eafefuil , profitable,  nor  praif* 
worthy  in  this  life  to  doe  evill.  Which  muft  needs  tend  to  the  good 
of  man,  whether  he  be  to  live  or  die  j and  be  undoubtedly  the  firft 
means  to  a natural  man,  cfpecially  an  offender,  which  might  open 
his  eyes  to  a higher  consideration  of  good  and  evilhas  it  is  taught  in 
religion.  This  is  feen  in  the  often  penitence  of  thofe  that  fuffer, 
who,  had  they  foapt,  had  gon  on  finning  to  an  immeafurable  heap,, 
which  is  one  of  the  extreameft  punifhments.  And  this  is  all  that  • 
the  civil  Magiftrat,  as  fo  being, confers  to  the  healing  of  mans  mind, 
working  only  by  terrifying  plaifters  upon  the  rind  & orifice  of  the 
(ore,  and  by  all  outward  appliances,  as  the  Logicians  fay,  a pofteri- 
orb  at  the  effeft  * and  not  fcom  thc  eaufc ; hot  once  touching  the 
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imvard  bed  of  corruption,  and  thathe&itk  difpofition  to  evill,  the 
fourfe  of  all  vice, and  obliquity  againft  the  rule  of  Law.Which  how 
inefficient  it  is  to  cure  the  foul  of  man,  we  cannot  better  gueffc 
then  by  the  art  of  bodily  phifick.  Therfore  God  to  the  intent  of 
further  healing  mans  deprav’d  mind, to  this  power  of  the  Magiftrat 
which  contents  it  felf  with  the  reftraint  of  evil  doing  in  the  ex- 
ternal man,  added  that  which  we  call  ccnfurc , to  purge  it  and  re- 
move it  clean  out  of  the  inmoft  foul.  In  the  beginning  this  autority 
feems  to  have  bin  plac’t , as  all  both  civil  and  religious  rites  once 
were,  only  in  each  father  of  family.  Afterwards  among  the  heathen, 
in  the  wife  men  and  Fhilofophersof  the  age  ; but  fo  as  it  was  a 
thing  voluntary,  and  no  fet  government.  More  diftin&ly  among 
the  Jews  as  being  Gods  peculiar,  where  the  Priefts,  Lcvitcs3Profets, 
and  at  laft  the  Scribes  and  Ph^fcs  took  charge  of  inftru&ing,  and 
overfeeing  the  lives  of  the  people.  But  m the  Gofpel,  which  is  the 
ftraiteft  and  the  deareft  cov’nant  can  be  made  between  God  and 
man,  wee  being  now  his  adopted  fons , and  nothing  fitter  for  us 
to  think  on,  then  to  be  like  him,  united  to  him,  and  as  he  pleafes  to 
expreffe  it,  to 'have  fellowfhip  with  him , it  is  all  neceffity  that  we 
fhould  expeft  this  bleft  efficacy  of  healing  our  inward  man  to  be 
minifter’d  to  us  in  a more  familiar  and  effe&ual  method  then  ever 
before*  God  being  now  no  more  a judge  after  the  fentence  of  the 
Law,  nor  as  it  were  a fchoolmaifter  of  periflaable  rites , but  a moft 
indulgent  father  governing  his  Church  as  a family  of  fons  in  their 
difereet  age  ; and  therfore  in  the  fweeteftand  mildeft  manner  of 
paternal  difcipline  he  hath  committed  this  other  office  of  prefer? 
ving  in  healthful  conllitution  the  innerman,  which  may  be  term’d 
the  fpirit  of  the  foul , to  his  fpiritual  deputy  the  minifter  of  each 
Congregation ; who  being  beft  acquainted  with  his  own  flock, 
hath  beft  reafon  to  know  all  the  fecreteft  difeafes  likely  to  be  there, 
A id  look Hby  how  much  the  internal  man  is  more  excellent  and 
noble  then  the  external,  by  fo  much  is  his  cure  more  exaftly,  more 
throughly , pnd  more  particularly  to  be  perform’d.  For  which 
caufe  thVholy  Ghoft  by  the  Apoftles  joy  n’d  to  the  minifter,  as  a£ 
fiftant  in  this  great  office  fonaetimes  a certain  number  of  grave  and 
faithful  brethren , ( for  neither  doth  the  phifitian  doe  all  in  refto* 
ring  his  patient,  he  preferibes,  another  prepares  the  med'ein,  fbme 
tend , fome  watch  , fome  vifit ) much  fnore  may  a minifter 
partly  not  fee  all,  partly  erre  as  a man : befidcs  that  nothing  can 
be  more  for  the  mutuall  honour  and  love  of  the  people  to  their 

G 2 Paftor, 


54  TirRetfon  of  C httrcb-gyv&HmtHtl 

Paftor,  and  his  to  them , then  when  in  fele&  numbers  and  courfea 
they  are  feen  partaking,  and  doing  reverence  to  the  holy  duties  of 
difeipline  by  their  fervfccablejandfolemn  prefence,  and  receiving 
honour  again  from  their  implbyment,  not  now  any  more  to  be  fe- 
parated  in  the  Church  by  vails  and  partitions  as laicks  and  un- 
clean, but  admitted  to  wait  upon  che  tabernacle  as  the  rightful! 
Clergy  ofChrift,  a chofen  generation,  a royal  Priefthood  to  offer 
up  fpiritual  Sacrifice  in  that  meet  place  to  which  God  and  the 
Congregation  (hall  caliahd  afligne  them.  And  this  all  Chriftians 
ought  to  know  , that  the  title  of  Clergy  S*  Peter  gave  to  all  Gods 
people,  till  Pope  Higmiu  and  the  fucceeding  Prelates  took  it  From 
them, appropriating  that  name  to  them felves and  their  Priefts  only* 
and  condemning  thereftofGods  inheritance  to  an  injuriousand 
alienat  condition  of  Laity  , the]^parated  from  them  by  local 
partitions  in  Churches,  through  tMirgroffe  ignorance  and  pride 
imitatingtheold  templeiand  excluded  the  members  of  Chrift  from 
the  property  of  being  members , the  beating  of  orderly  and  fit 
offices  in  the  ecclefiaftical  body,as  if  they  had  meant  to  fow  up  that 
lewifh  vail  which  Chrift  by  his  death  on  the  Croffe  rent  in  funder* 
Although  thefe  ufurpers  could  not  fo  prefently  over-maifter  the 
liberties  and  lawfull  titles  of  Gods  freeborn  Church,  but  that  Or*. 
*en  being  yet  a lay  man  expounded  the  Scriptures  publickly , and 
was  therein  defended  by  Alexander  of  Jeruialem,  and  *r Lcstrij*  ws  of 
Csefarea  producing  in  his  behalf  divers  examples  that  the  privilege 
of  teaching  was  anciently  permitted  to  many  worthy  Laymen  5 
And  Cyprian  in  his  Epiftles  profeffeshe  will-doe  nothing  without 
the  advice  and  affent  of  his  afiiftant  Laicks.  Neither  did  the  firft 
Nicene  councel,  as  great  and  learned  as  it  was5think  it  any  robbery 
to  receive  in,  and  require  the  help  and  prefence  of  many  learned 
lay  brethren,  as  they  were  then  calld.  Many  other  autoiities  to 
confirm  this  affertion  both  out  of  Scripture  and  the-writings  of 
next  antiquity  GoUtum  hath  collected  in  his/iotes  upon  Cyprian- 
whereby  it  will  be  evident  that  the  Laity  not  only  by  Apoftohck 
permiffion,but  by  confent  of  many  the  aucienteft  Prelates  did  par. 
ticipat  in  Church  offices  as  much  as  is  defir  d any  lay  Elder  fhould 
now  do. Sometimes  alfo  not  theEidefs  alone, but  the  whole  body  of 
theChtirch  is  interefted  in  the  work  ofdifciplme,  as  o^t  as  publick 
fatisfaftion  is  given  by  thofe  that  have  given  publick  fcandal.  Not 
to  fpeak  now  of  her  right  in  elections.  But  another  reafon  there  is 
in  it  , which  though  religion  did  not  commend  to  us , yet  m ara^ 
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and  civil  prudence  could  not  but  extol.  It  was  thought  of  old  in 
Philofbphy , that  ftiame  or  to  call  it  better  y the  reverence  of  our 
elders , our  brethren , and  friends  was  the  greateft  incite  ment  to 
vcrtuotis  deeds  and  the  greateft  difluafkm  from  unworthy  attempts 
that  might  be.  Hence  we  may  read  in  the  Iliad  where  He&tm  being* 
wiftit  to  retire  fid  the  battelpnany  .of  his  forces  being  routedjtriakes 
anfwer  that  hedurft  not  for  ftiame,  left  the  Trojan  Knights  and 
Dames  (hould  think  he  did  ignobly  . And  certain  it  is  that  wheras- 
Terror  is.  thought  fueha  great  ftickler  ip  a Commonwealth  5 ho- 
nourable ftiame  is  a farre  greater,  and  has  mpre  reiifon.  For  .where 
ftiame  is  there  is  fear,  but  where  fear  is  ther4]$  not  pifefently  ftiame. 
And  if  any  thing  may  be  done  to  in  breed  in  us  thisigenerousand 
Qhi  iftianly  reverence  one  of  another,  the  very  Nurs  hud  Guardi  an 
of  piety  and  vertue,  it  can  not  fooner  be  then  by  fuch  a difcipline  in 
the  Church, as  may  ufe  us  to  have  in  aw  the  affemblies  of  the  faith- 
ful^ thing  moft  grievous^, iext  to  the  grieving  ofXSodj 

Spirit  3 to  offend  thofe  whom  he  hath  put  in  autority,  as  a healing 
Superintendence  over  our  lives  and  behaviours  , 1 both  to  our  own 
happ.nes  and  that  we  may  not  give  offence  to  good  men,  who 
without  amends  by  usmade,darc  uotagainft  Gods  command  hold 
communion  with  us  in  holy  things*  And  this  will  be  accompanied 
with  a religious  dred  of  being  outcaft  from  thecompany  of  Saiiit s9 
and  from  the  fatherly  protection  of  God  in  his  Church,  to  con  fort 
with  the  devil  and  his  angels.  But  there  is  yet  a more  ingenuous  and 
noble  degree  of  honeft  fhameaor  call  it  if  you  will  an  efteem,  where- 
by men  bear  an  inward  reverence  toward  their  own  perfons.  And  if 
the  love  of  God  as  a fire  fent  from  Heaven  to  be  ever  kept  aliv  e upon 
the  altar  of  our  hearts,  be  the  firft  principle  of  all  godly  and  vertu* 
ous  a&ions  in  men , this  pious  and  juft  honouring  of  our  felvss  is 
the  fecond,  and  may  be  thought  as  the  radical  moiftureand  foun« 
tain  head , whence  every  laudable  and  worthy  enterprize  ifities 
forth.  And  although  I have  giv  n it  the  name  of  a liquid  thing, 
yet  is  it  not  incontinent  to  bound  it  fell  as,  humid  things  are  a but 
hath  in  it  a moft  reftrainiog  and  powerful]  abftinence  to  ftart  back3 
and  glob  it  felf  upward  from  the  mixture  of  any  ungenerou  s and 
unbefeeming  motion  3 or  any  foile  wherewith  itanay  peril  to  ftaim 
it  felf.  Something  I confefte  it  is  to  be  alham’d  of  evil  doing  in  the 
prefence  of  any,  and  to  reverence  the  opinionand  the  countenance 
of  a good  man  rather  then  a bad, fearing  moft  in  his  fight  to  offend*, 
goes  fo  farre  as  almoft  to  be  vertuous  5 yetthisisbut  ftill  the  feare 
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of  infamy,  and  many  fuch,  when  they  find  themfelves  aIone,faving 
their  reputation  will  compound  with  ether  fcruplcs,  and  come  to  a 
dole  treaty  with  their  dearer  vices  in  fecret.  Bur  he  that  holds  him- 
felf  in  reverence  and  due  edeem,both  for  the  dignity  of  Gods  image 
upon  him,  and  for  the  price  of  his  redemption,  which  he  thinks  is 
vifibly  markt  upon  his  forehead , accounts  himfelfe  bothafitper- 
fon  to  do  the  nobled  and godlied  deeds,  and  much  better  worth 
then  to  de/eft  and  defile,  with  fuch  a debafement  and  filch  a pollu- 
tion as  fin  is , himfelfe  fo  highly  ranfom’d  and  enobfd  to  a new 
fricndfliip  and  filiall  relation  with  God;  Nor  can  he  fear  fo  much 
the  offence  and  reproach  of  others , as  he  dreads  and  would  bluffi 
at  the  reflexion  of  his  own  fevere  and  modeft  eye  upon  himfelfe, 
if  it  fiiould  fee  him  doing  or  imagining  that  which  is  linfull  though 
in  the  deeped  fecrccy.  How  (hall  a man  know  to  do  himfelfe  this 
right,  how  to  performe  this  honourable  duty  of  edimation  and  re- 
aped* towards  his  own  foul  and  body  i which  way  will  leade  him 
bed  to  this  hill  top  of  fan&ity  and  goodneffc  above  which  there  is 
no  higher  afcent  but  to  the  love  of  God  which  from  this  felf- pious 
regard  cannot  be  aflimder  1 no  better  way  doubtleffe  then  to  let 
him  duly  underdand  that  as  he  is  call'd  by  the  high  calling  of 
God  to  be  holy  and  pure  , fo  is  he  by  the  fame  appointment  or- 
dain’d, and  by  the  Churches  call  admitted  to  fuch  offices  of 
difeipline  in  the  Church  to  which  his  owne  fpirituall  gifts  by  the 
example  of  Apodolick  indltudon  have  autoriz’d  him.  For  we 
have  learnt  that  the  fcornfull  terme  of  Laick,  the  confecrating 
of  Temples , carpets  , and  table-clothes , the  railing  in  of  a re- 
pugnant and  contradidive  Mount  Sinai  in  the  Gofpell,  as  if  the 
touch  of  a lay  Chridian  who  is  never  the  lefle  Gcds  living  temple, 
could  profane  dead  judaifms*  the  cxdufion  of  Chrids  people 
from  the  offices  of  holy  difeipline  through  the  pride  of  a ufurping 
Clergy , caufes  the  reft  to  have  an  unworthy  and  abjeft  opinion  of 
themfelves  * to  approach  to  holy  duties  with  a flaviffi  fear  5 and  to 
unholy  doings  wich  a familiar  boldnefle.  For  feeing  fuch  a wide 
and  terrible  didance  between  religious  things  and  themfelves,  and 
that  in  rcfpe&ofa  woodden  table  & the  perimeter  of  holy  ground 
about  it3a  flagon  pot,  and  a linnen  corporal,  the  Pried  edeems  their 
lay-fhjps  unhallow’d  and  Unclean , they  fear  religion  with  fuch  a 
fear  as  loves  not , and  think  the  purity  ©f  the  Gofpell  too  pure  for 
them,  and  that  any  uncleannefle  is  more  futable  to  their  unconfe- 
crated  eftate*  But  when  every  good  Chridian  throughly  acquain- 
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ted  with  all  thofe  glorious  privileges  of  fan&ification  and  adop- 
tion which  render  him  more  facred  then  any  dedicated  altar  or 
element,  (hall  be  reftor’d  to  his  right  in  the  Church,  and  not  exclu- 
ded from  fuch  place  of  fpiricuall  government  as  his  Chriftian  abi- 
lities and  his  approved  good  life  in  the  eye  and  teftimony  of  the 
Church  (hall  preferre  him  to , this  and  nothing  fooner  will  open 
his  eyes  to  a wife  and  true  valuation  of  himlelfe,  which  is  fo  requi- 
fice  and  high  a point  of  Ghriftianity,  and  will  ftirre  him  up  to  walk 
worthy  the  honourable  and  grave  imploymeht  wherewith  God 
and  the  Church  hath  dignified  him : not  fearing  left  he  fhould  meet 
with  fome  outward  holy  thing  in  religion  which  his  lay  touch  or 
prefence  might  profane  3 but  left  fomething  unholy  from  within 
his  own  heart  ftiQuid  diftionour  and  profane  in  himfelfc  thatPrieft- 
ly  un&ion  and  Clergy-right  whereto  Gbrift  hath  entitl’d  him. 
Then  would  the  congregation  of  the  Lord  foone  recover  the  true 
likeneffe  and  vifage  of  what  fhe  is  indeed,  a holy  generation,  a roy- 
all  Priefthood,  a Saintly  communion,  the  houfhold  and  City  of 
God.  And  this  I hold  to  be  a anothe^onftderable  reafon  why  the 
fun&ions  of  Church* government  ought  to  be  free  and  open  to  any 
Ghriftian  man  though  never  fo  laick,  if  his  capacity,  his  faith,  and 
prudent  demeanour  commend  him.  And  this  the  Apoftles  warrant 
us  to  do.  But  the  Prelats  objeft  that  this  will  bring  profanenefle 
into  the  Church,  to  whom  may  be  reply 'd,  that  none  have  brought 
that  in  more  then  their  own  irreligious  courfesj  nor  more  driven 
holineffe  out  of  living  into  liveleffe  things.  F or  whereas  God  who 
hath  cleans’d  every  beaft  and  creeping  worme,  would  not  fuffer 
S.  Peter  to  call  them  common  or  unclean,  the  Prelat  Bifhopsin 
their  printed  orders  hung  up  in  Churches  have  proclaim'd  the  beft 
of  creatures,  mankind,  fo  unpurifi'd  and  contagious , that  for  him 
to  lay  his  hat,  or  his  garment  upon  the  Chancell  table  they  have 
defin’d  it  no  leffe  hainous  in  exprefle  words  then  to  profane  theTa- 
ble  of  the  Lord.  And  thus  have  they  by  their  Canaanitifh  do&riae 
(for  that  whith  was  to  the  Jew  but  jewifh  is  to  the  Ghriftian  no 
better  then  Canaanitifh)  thus  have  they  made  common  and  un- 
clean , thus  have  they  made  profane  that  nature  which  God  hath 
not  only  cleans’d,  but  Ghriftalfb  hath  afTunfcf.  And  now  that  the 
equity  and  }uft  reafon  is  fo  perfpicuous , why  in  Ecclefiaftick  ccn- 
fure  the  aftiftanee  fhould  be  added  of  fuch , as  whom  not  the  vile 
odour  of  gaine  and  fees  (forbid  it  God  and  blow  it  with  a whirle- 
winde  oat  of  our  land)  but  charity , neighbourhood,  and  duty  to 
C&urch-government  hath  call’d  together,  where  could  a wife- 
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manwifliamoreeqaall,  gratuitous,  and  meek  examination  of  any 
offence  that  he  might  happen  to  commit  againft  Chriftianity  then 
here?  would  he  preferre  thofe  proud  (imoniacall  Courts  ? 'Thtis 
therefore:  the  Minifter  affifted  attends  his  heavenly  and  fpirituallj 
curei  Where  we  (hall  fee  him  both  in  the  courfe  of  his  proceeding^ 
and  firft  in  the  excellence  of  his  end  from  the  magistrate  farre  diffe- 
rent, and  not  more  different  then  excelling.  His  end  is  to  recover 
all  that  is  of  man  both  foul  and  body  to  an  everlafting  health.:  and 
yet  as  for  worldly  happinefle,  which  is  the  proper  fphere  wherein 
the  magiftrate  cannot  but  confine  his  motion  without  a hideous 
exorbitancy  from  law , fo  little  aims  the  Minifter,  as  his  intended 
fcope,  to  procure  the  much  profperity  of  this  life,  that  oft-times  he 
may  have  caufe  to  wifti  much  of  it  away*  as  a diet  puffing  up  the  foul 
with  a flimy  fleffunefle,  and  weakning  her  principall  organick 
parts.  Two  heads  of  evill  he  has  to  cope  with,  ignorance  and  ma- 
lice* Againft  the  former  he  provides  the  daily  Manna  of  incorrup* 
tible  do$rine,  not  at  thofe  fet  meales  only  in  publicly  but  as  oft  as 
hefhall  know  that  eaGh  infinity,  or  conftitution  requires-  Againft 
the  latter  with  all  the  branches  thereof  * not  mediing  with  that  re- 
draining  andftyptick  furgery  which  the  law  ufes,  not  indeed  a- 
gainft  the  malady  but  againft  the  eruptions,  and  outermoft  ejffe&s 
thereof.  He  on  the  contrary  beginning  at  the  prime  caufes  and  roots 
of  the  difeafe  fends  in  thofe  two  divine  ingredients  of  moft  .clean- 
fing  power  to  the  foul.  Admonition  & Reproof,befide$  which  two 
there  is  no  drug  or  antidote  that  can  reach  to  purge  the  mind  , and 
without  which  all  other  experiments  are  but  vain,  unleffc  by  acci- 
dent. And  he  that  will  not  let  thefepaffe  into  him,  though  he  be 
the  greateft  King,  as  TUto  affirms,  muft  be  thought  to  remaine  im- 
pure within,  and  unknowing  of  thofe  things  wherein  his  pureneffe 
and  his  knowledge  fficuld  moft  appear.  As  foon  therefore  as  it  may 
be  difeern’d  that  the  Ghriftian  patient  by  feeding  otherwhere  on 
tileatsnot  allowable,  but  of evill  juice,  hath  difbrder’d  his  diet,  and 
fpread  an  ill  humour  through  his  vainsimmediatly  difpofing  to  a 
ficknefle,  the  minifter  as  being  much  neerer  both  in  eye  and  duty, 
then  the  magiftrate,  fpeeds  him  betimes  to  overtake  that  diffus’d 
malignance  with  fbme  gentle  potion  of  admoni(hment;or  if  ought 
be  obftru&edjputs  in  his  opening  and  difcu(Tiveconfe6hons.  This 
not  fucceeding  after  once  or  twice  oroftner,  in  the  prefence  of 
two  or  three  his  faithful!  brethren  appointed  thereto  he  advifes 
him  to  be  more  careful!  of  hisdeareft  health,  and  what  it  is  that  he 
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fo  rafhly  hath  let  down  in  to  tfce  divine  velfel  of  his  foul  Gods  tem- 
ple. If  this  obtaine  not>  he  then  with  the  counfell  of  more  afliftants 
who  are  inform’d  of  what  diligence  hath  been  already  us'd,  with 
more  fpeedy  remediev  layes  neercr  liege  to  the  enti  enched  caufes  of 
his  diftemper  , not  lpring  fuch  fervent  and  well  aim'd  reproofs  as 
may  belt  give  him  to  fee  the  dangerous  eftate  wherein  he  is.  To  this 
alfo  his  brethren  and  friends  intreat,  exhort,  adjure,  and  allthefe 
endeavours,  as  there  is  hope  left,  are  more  or  lefie  repeated.  But  if, 
neither  the  regard  of  himfelfe,  nor  the  reverence  of  his  Elders  and 
friends  prevaile  with  him,  to  leave  his  vitious  appetite , then  as  the 
time  urges,  fuch  engines  of  terror  God  hath  given  into  the  hand  of 
his  minifter  as  to  fearch  the  tendereft  angles  of  the  heart:  one  while 
he  lhakes  his  ftubboi  nnefife  with  racking  convulfions  nigh  difpaire, 
other  whiles  with  deadly  corrofiveS  he  gripes  the  very  roots  of  his 
faulty  liver  to  bring  him  to  life  through  the  entry  of  death.  Hereto 
the  whole  Church  befeech  him,  beg  of  him,  deplore  him,  pray  for 
him.  After  all  this  perform’d  with  what  patience  and  attendance 
is  poflible,  and  no  relenting  on  his  part,  having  done  the  utmoft  of 
their  cure,  in  the  name  of  God  and  of  the  Church  they  diflolve 
their  fellowship' with  him,  and  holding  forth  the  dreadfull  fponge 
of  excommunion  pronounce  him  wip’t  out  of  the  lift  of  Gods 
inheritance,  and  in  the  cuftody  of  Satan  till  he  repent.  Which  hor- 
rid fentence  though  it  touch  neither  life,  nor  limme,  nor  any 
worldly  pofleffion,  yet  has  it  fuch  a penetrating  force,  that  fwifter 
then  any  chimicalifulphiir,  or  that  lightning  which  harms  not  the 
skin,  and  rifles  the  entrals,  it  fcorches  the  inmoft  foul.  Yet  even  this 
terrible  denouncement  is  left  to  the  Church  for  no  other  caufe  but 
to  be  as  a rough  and  vehement  cleanfing  medcin,  where  the  malady 
isobdurat;  a mortifying  to  life,  a kind  of  faving  by  undoing.  And 
it  may  be  traly  faid,  that  as  the  mercies  of  wicked  men  are  cruelties, 
fo  the  cruelties  of  the  Church  are  mercies.  For  if  repentance  fent 
from  heaven  meet  this  loft  wandcrer,and  draw  him  out  of  that  fteep 
journey  wherein  he  was  halting  towards  deftru&ion , to  come  and 
reconcile  to  the  Church,  if  he  bring  with  him  his  bill  of  health, 
and  that  he  is  now  cleare  of  infe&ion  and  of  no  danger  to  the 
other  fheep,  then  with  incredible  expreflfions  of  joy  all  his  bre- 
thren receive  him,  and  fet  before  him  thole  perfumed  bankets  of 
Chriftian  confolation ; with  pretious  ointments  batching  and  fo- 
menting the  old  and  now  to  be  forgotten  ftripes  which  terror  and 
Chame  had  inflicted  | and  thus  with  heavenly  folaces  they  cheere  up 
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his  humble  remorfc,  till  he  regain  hi$  firft  health  and  felicity.  Thfe 
i&  the  approved  way  which  the  Gofpell  preferibesy  thefearethe 
fpvrituall  weapons  of  holy  cenfure7  and  minifteriall  warfare^not  carnally 
Cor.  v io.  but  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  downe  of  fir ong  holds , c aping 
down  imaginations  , and  every  high  thing  that  exalteth  it  felfe  againfi 
the  knowledge  of  Gody  and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the 
obedience  of  Chrift.  What  could  be  done  more  for  the  healing  and 
reclaming  that  divine  particle  of  Gods.breathing,the  foul, and  what 
could  fee  done  lefle  ? he  that  would  hide  his  faults  from  &ch  a w hoi- 
fame  oaring  as  this,  and  count  it  a two-fold  punifhment , as  fc&ie 
do3  is  like  a man  that  having  foul  difeafes  about  bina  , penfhes  for 
fibaine;,  and  the  fear  he  has  oi  a rigorous  incifion  to  come  upon  his 
flefh*  We  fhall  be  able  by  this  time  to  difeern  whether  Prelaticall 
jurifdi&ion  be  contrary  to  the  Gofpell  or  no*.  Firft  therefore  the 
government  of  the  Gofpell  being  economical!  and  paternally  chat 
i^of  fuch  a family  where  there  be  no  fervants,  but  ail  fans  in  obedi- 
ence 3 not  in  fervility  , as  cannot  be  deny’d  by  him  that  lives  but 
within  the  found  of  Scripture,  how  can  the  Prelates  judifie  to,  have 
turn’d  the  fatherly  orders  of  Chrids  hoiifhold,  the  bleffed  meek- 
neffe  of  his  lowly  roof,  thofc  ever  open  and  inviting  dores  of  his 
dwelling  houfe  which  delight  to  be  frequented  with  only  filial!  acr 
cedes,  how  can  they  juftifie  to  have  turn’d  thefe  domed ick  privi- 
leges into  the  barre  of  a proud  judiciall  court  where  fees  and  cla- 
mours keep  ftiop  and  drive  a trade , where  bribery  and  corruption 
Policies,  paltring  the  free  and  monileffe  power  of  diicipline  with  a 
earnall  fatis£a$ion  by  the  pur fe.  Contrition,  humiliation,  con- 
feffion,  the  very  fighs  of  a repentant  fpirit  are  there  fold  by  the 
penny.  That  undeflour’d  and  unblcmifhable  fimplicity  of  the  Go- 
fpell., not  (he  her  felfe,  for  that  could  never  be,  but  a fal(e-whited5  a 
lawnie  rcfemblance  of  her,  like  that  aire-  born  Helena  in  t he  fables, 
made  by  thefbreery  of  Prelats,  indead  of  calling  her  Difciples  from 
thereceitofcudomey  is  now  turn’d  Publican  her  felf;  and  gives 
up  her  body  to  a mercenary  whordome  under  thole  fornicated 
ches  which  fhe  cals  Gods  houfe  3 and  in  the  fight  of  thole  her 
altars  which  fhe  hath  fet  up  to  be  adordmakesmcrchandize  of  the 
bodies  and  fouls  of  men.  F^efting  purgatory  for  no  other  reafon, 
as  it  feems, then  because  her  greedines  cannot  deferrebut  had  rather 
ufc  the  utmoft  extortion  of  redeemed  penances  in  this  life.  But  be- 
came thefe  matters  could  not  be  thbs  carried  without  a begg’d  and 
borrow’d  force  frosft  worldly  autority-y  therefore  prelaty  flighting 
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the  deliberat  and  chofen  counfeli  of  Chrift  in  his  fpirfruali  govfctn* 
raent,  whole  glory  is  in  the  weaknefie  of  flefhly  things  to  trtadUip- 
on  the  creft  of  the  worlds  pride  and  violence  by  the  power  of  fpiri- 
tuall  ordinances , hath  on  the  contrary  made  thefe  her  freinds  and 
champions  which  arc  Chrifts  enemies  in  this  his  high  defigne3  fmo 
thering  and  extinguifhing  the  fpirituall  force  of  nig  bodily  weak- 
nefle  in  the  difdpline  of  his  Church  with  the  boiftrous  and  car- 
nail  tyranny  of  an  undue,  unlawful!  and  ungofpellifee  jurifdi£Uor\ 
And  thus  Prelaty  both  in  her  fiefhly  fupportments , in  her  carnal! 
do&rine  of  ceremonie  and  tradition , in  her  violent  and  fecular 
power  going  quite  counter  to  the  prime  end  of  Chrifts  comming 
in  the  flefh , that  is  to  revele  his  truth  , his  glory  and  his  might  in  a 
clean  contrary  manner  then  Prelaty  fecks  to  do,  thwarting  and  de- 
feating the  great  miftery  of  God,  I do  not  conclude  t hat  Prelaty  is 
Antfohriftian,  for  what  need  I \ the  things  themfeives  conclude  it. 
Yet  if  fuch  likcpra&ifes,  and  1 (3t  many  worfe  then  thefe  of  our 
Prelats,  in  that  great  datknefle  of  the  Roman  Ghiirch , have  net 
exempted  both  her  and  her  prefent  members  from  being  judg’d  to 
be  Antichriftian  in  all  orthodoxall  efkeme,  I cannot  think  but  that 
it  is  the  abfohite  voice  of  truth  and  all  her  children  to  pronounce 
this  Prelaty  , and  thefe  her  dark  deeds  jn  the  midft  of this  great 
light  wherein  we  live,  to  be  more  Antichriftian  then  Antichrift 
himfelfe. 


The  Gonclufion. 

The  mifehiefe  that  Trelat)  docs  in  the  State* 

IAdde  one  thing  more  to  thofe  great  ones  that  are  fo  fond  of  Pre- 
laty, this  is  certain  that  the  Gofpell  being  the  hidden  might  ©f 
Chrift,  as  hath  been  heard,  hath  ever  a victorious  power  joyn’d 
with  it,  like  him  in  the  Revelation  that  went  forth  on  the  white 
Horfe  with  his  bow  and  his  crown  conquering,  and  to  conquer.  If 
we  let  the  Angell  of  the  Gofpell  ride  on  his  own  way,  he  does  his 
proper  bufinefle  conquering  the  high  thoughts,  and  the  proud  rea- 
ionings  of  the  flefli , and  brings  them  under  to  give  obedience  to 
Chrift  with  the  falvation  of  many  foulf.  But  if  ye  turn  him  out  of 
his  rode,  and  in  a manner  force  him  to  exprefie  his  irrefiftifele  pow- 
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cr  by  a do&rine  of  carnall  might,  as  Pfelaty  is,  lie  will  Life  iha£ 
fielhly  ftrength  whieh  ye  put  into  his  hands  to  fubdue  your  (pirits 
by  a fervile  and  blind  fuperftition , and  that  againe  (hall  hold  fcch 
dominion  over  your  captive  minds,  as  returning  with  aninfatiat 
greedinefle  and  force  upon  your  worldly  wealth  and  power  where- 
with to  deck  and  magnifie  her  felf,  and  her  fa  He  worfhips,  (he  Ihall 
fpoil  and  havock  your  eftates,  difturbe  your  eafe,  diminilh  your  ho- 
nour, inthraul  your  liberty  under  the  fwelling  mood  ofa  proud 
Clergy,  who  will  not  ferve  or  feed  your  fcules  with  fpirituall  food, 
look  not  for  it,  they  have  not  wherewithal!,  or  if  they  had,  it  is  not 
in  their  purpefe.  But  when  they  have  glutted  their  ingratefull  bo- 
dies, at  lead  if  it  be  poffible  that  thofe  open  fepulchers  ftiould  ever 
be  glutted,  and  when  they  have  (hitfc  their  Idolilh  temples  with  the 
walefull  pillage  of  your  eftates,  will  they  yet  haveany  compaffion 
upon  you, and  that  poore  pittance  which  they  have  leityou , will 
they  be  but  fo  good  to  you  as  th£yavi(her  was  to  his  lifter,  when  he 
had  us’d  her  at  his  pleafure,  will  they  but  only  hate  ye  and  fo  turne 
ye  loofe  > no : they  will  not , Lords  and  Commons,  they  will  not 
fauour  ye  fo  much.  What  will  they  do  then  in  the  name  of  God 
and  Saints, what  will  thefe  man-haters  yet  with  more  defpight  and 
mifehiefe  do?  lie  tell  ye,  or  at  lead  remember  ye,  formoftofye 
know  it  already-  That  they  may  want  nothing  to  make  them  true 
merchants  of  Babylon,  as  they  have  done  to  your  fouls , they  will 
fell  your  bodies,  your  wives,  your  children,  your  liberties , your 
Parlaments,  all  thefe  things,  and  if  there  be  ought  elfe  dearer  then 
thefe,  they  will  fell  at  an  out-cry  in  their  Pulpits  to  the arbitrary 
and  illegalldifpofeofany  one  that  may  hereafter  be  call’d  a King, 
whofc  mind  fnall  ferve  him  to  Men  to  their  bargain.  And  by  their 
corrupt  and  fervile  doftrines  boring  our  eares  to  an  everlafting  fla- 
very  a's  they  have  done  hitherto,  fo  will  they  yet  do  their  belt  to  re- 
peal and  erafe  every  line  and  claufe  of  both  our  great  charters.  Nor 
i«  this  only  what  they  will  doe,  but  what  they  hold  asthematne 
reafonandmyftery  of  their  advancement  that  they  muftdo ; be  the 
Prince  never  fo  juft  and  equall  to  his  fubjefts ; yet  fuch i are  their 
malicious  and  depraved  eyes,  that  they  fo  look  o;i  him,&  fo  under- 
ftand  him,  as  if  he  requir’d  no  other  gratitude,  or  piece  of  fe«ce  ft o 
the  then  this.  And  indeed  they  (land  fo  opportunly  for  thediftu.b- 
ing  or  thedeftroying  of  a ftate, being  a knot  of  creatures  who fe  dig- 
nities means,  and  preferments  have  no  foundation  in  the  Gofpel  ,as 
they  themfelves  acknowledge,hutonly  in  the  Ennces  favour^&  to 
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continue  fo  long  to  them  , as  by  pleating  him  they  (hall  deferve, 
whence  it  mull  needs  be  they  (hould  bend  all  their  intentions , and 
iervices  to  no  other  ends  but  to  his,  that  if  it  fhould  happen  that 
a tyrant  (God  turn  fuchafcourge  from  us  to  our  enemies  J (hould 
come  to  grafp  the  Scepter,  here  were  his  fpeare  men  and  his  lances, 
here  were  his  firelocks  ready,  he  (hould  need  no  other  pretorian 
band  nor  penfionry  then  thefe,  if  they  could  once  with  their  per- 
fidious preachments  aw  the  people.  For  although  thePrelatsin 
time  of  popery  were  fometimes  friendly  anough  to  magnacharta* 
it  was  becaufe  they  ftood  upon  their  own  bottom , without  thek 
main  dependance  on  the  royal  nod:  but  now  being  well  acquainted 
that  the  proteftant  religion , if  lhe  will  reform  her  felf  rightly  by 
the  Scriptures,  muft  undrefle  them  of  all  their  guildcd  vanities,  and 
reduce  them  as  they  were  at  firft,  to  the  lowly  and  equall  order  of 
Presbyters,  they  know  it  concerns  themneerly  to  ftudy  the  times 
more  then  the  text,  and  to  lift  up  their  eyes  to  the  hils  of  the  Court, 
from  whence  only  comes  their  help  j but  if  their  pride  grow  weary 
of  this  crouching  and  observance , as  ere  long  it  would , and  that 
yet  their  minds  clime  (till  to  a higher  afcent  of  worldly  honour, 
this  only  refuge  can  remain  to  them, that  they  muft  of  ncceffity  con- 
trive to  bring  themfelves  and  us  back:  again  to  the  Popes  fupre- 
macy,and  this  we  lee  they  had  by  fair  degrees  of  late  been  doing. 
Thefebe  the  two  fair  fapporters  between  which  the  ftrength  of 
Prelaty  is  born  up , cither  of  inducing  tyranny , or  of  reducing 
popery.Hence  alfio  we  may  judge  that  Prelaty  is  mecr  falftiood.  For 
the  property  of  Truth  is,  where  (he  is  publickly  taught,  to  unyoke 
& (et  free  the  minds  and  fpirits  of  a Nation  firft  from  the  thraldom 
of  fin  and  fuperftitiom  after  which  all  honeft  and  legal  freedom  of 
civillife  cannot  be  long  abfent^butPrelaty  whom  the  tyrant  cuftom 
begot  a natural  tyrant  in  religion, & in  ftate  the  agent  & minifter  of 
tyranny,feems  to  have  had  this  fatal  guift  in  her  nativity  like  ano- 
ther Midas  that  whatfoever  (he  (hould  touch  or  come  neer  either  in 
ecclelial  or  political  government,it  (hould  turn,not  to  gold, though 
lhe  for  her  part  could  wilh  it, but  to  the  drofle  and  fcum  of  flavery 
breeding  and  fctiing  both  in  the  bodies  and  the  fouls  of  all  fach  as 
doe  not  in  time  with  the  fovran  treacle  of  found  do&rioe  provide 
to  fortifie  their,  hearts  againft  her  Hierarchy*  The  fervice  of  God 
who  is  Truth, her  Liturgy  confefles  to  be  perfeft  freedom,  but  her 
Works  and  her  opinions  declare  that  the  fervice  of  Prelaty  is  p?rfe& 
flavery , and  by  confequence  perfeft  faKhood.  Which  makes  me 
wonder  much  that  many  of  the  Gentry , ftudious  men , as  I heare 
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fhould  engage  themfelves  to  write,  and  (peak  publickly  in  her  de- 
fence^nt  that  I beleevetheir  honeti  and  ingenuous  natures  coming 
to  the  Universities  to  ftore  them  (elves  with  good  and  folid  lear- 
anng5and  there  unfortunately  fed  with  nothing  elfe,  but  the  ferag » 
ged and  thorny  k&ures  of  monkifh  and  Referable  (bphiftry,  were 
lent  home  again  with  (uch  a fcholaftical  burre  in  their  throats, 
as  hath  fiopt  and  hinderd  all  true  and  generous  philofophy  from 
entring,  crackt  their  voices  for  ever  with  metaphyfical  gargarifms0 
and  hath  made  them  admire  a fort  of  formal  outiide  men  prelati- 
cally,addi£ted0whofe  unchaft’nd  and  unwrought  minds  never  yet 
initiated  or  fubdu’d  under  the  trus  lore  of  religion  or  moral  vertuc, 
which  two  are  the  beft  and  greateft  points  of  learning  , but  either 
{lightly  train’d  up  in  a kind  of  hypocritical  and  hackny  cours  of 
literature  to  get  their  living  by,  and  dazle  tlie  ignorant,  or  els 
fondly  overftudied In  ufeleffe  cotroverfies,  except thofe  which  they 
ule  with  all  the  fpecibus  and  delufive  futtlety  they  are  able , to  de- 
fend their  prelatical  Sparta,  having  a Gofpcl  and  Church-govern- 
ment ict  before  their  eyes  , as  a fair  field  wherin  they  might  exer* 

, cife  the  greateft  vertuls,  and  the  greateft  deeds  of  Chriftian  atitority 
in  mean  fortunes  and  little  furniture  of  this  world,  which* even  the 
fageheathen  writers  and  thofe  old  Tabritii,  and  Cur ll  well  knew 
to  be  a manner  of  working, then  which  nothing  could  lik’n  a mor- 
tal man  more  to  God  , who  delights  moft  to  worke  from  within 
himfelf,  and  ncft  by  the  heavy  luggage  of  corporeal  inftrument, 
they  underhand  it  not,  & think  no  (uch  mstter,but  admire  & dote 
upon  worldly  riches* Bdionours, with  an  eafie  & intemperat  life,to 
the  bane  of  Chriftkriity  : yea  they  and  their  Seminaries  (frame  not 
toprofefle,  to  petition  and  never lin  pealing  our  earesthat  unleffe 
we  fat  them  like  boores,and  cramme  them  as  they  lift  with  wealth, 
with  Deaneries,  and  pltfralftie$;with  Baronies  and  ftardy  prefer- 
ments, dll  learning  and  religion  Will  goe  under  foot.  Whith  is  fuch 
a (hameleffe  5 fuch  a beftbrplea,  and  of  that  odious  impudence  in 
Church-men,  who  ftiould  be  to  us  a pattern  of  temperance  and  fru- 
gal mediocriry,  who  fhould  teach  us  to  contemn  this  world , and 
the  gaudy  things  thereof,  according  to  the  promife  which  they 
themfelves  require  from  usin  baptifme  a that  ftiould  the  Scripture 
ft  and  by  and  be  mate,  there  is  not  that  fe&  of  Philofophers  among 
the  heathen  fo  diffo’lute,  no  not  £picurus,  nov^t^rifiijrpUs  with  ail 
his  Cyrenaick  rout,  but  would  (hut  his  fchooldores  againftfuch 
greafy  fophiflers-;  not  any  College  of  Mountebanks,  but  would 
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think  fcotn  to  difcovcr  in  themfielvea  with  fuch  a btaam  forehead 
the  outrageous  defire  of  filthy  lucre.  Which  the  Prelate  make  fo 
little  confidence  of, that  they  arc  ready  to  fight5and  if  it  lay  in  their 
powefjto  maflacre  all  good  Ghriftians  under  the  names  of  horrible 
Ichifimaticks for  only  finding  fault  with  their  temporal  dignities 
their  uuconfcionabk  wealth  and  revenues,  their  eiucM  aucority 
over  their  brethren  that  labour  in  the  word3  while  they  (hore  in 
their  luxurious  excefld  Openly  proclaming  themfelvs  now  m the 
fight  of  all  men  to  be  thofie  which  for  a while  they  fought  to  cover 
under  fiiecps  cloathing,  ravenous  and  lavage  wolves  thr  earning  in- 
rodes  and  bloody  incurfions  upon  the  flock  of  Chrift3  which  they 
took  upon  them  to  feed3  but  now  clame  to  devour  as  , their  prey® 
More  fike  that  huge  dragon  of  Egypt  breathingrout  waft , and  de- 
folation  to  the  had  3 unleffe  be  were  daily  fatrid  with  virgins 
blood.  Him  our  old' patron  Saint  George  hy  his  match lefle  valour 
flew,  as  the  Prelat  of  the  Garter  tkat^adshs  Gdled  cmtttlU  And 
if  our  Princes  and  Knights  will  imitate  the  fame  of  rkirold-  cham- 
pion, as  by  their  order  of  Knighthood  folemnly  taken,  they  vow, 
farre  be  it  that  they  fhould  uphold  and  fide  with  this  English  Dra- 
gon;but  rather  to  doe  asindeed  their  oath  binds  them^hey  (hould 
make  it  their  Knightly  adventureto  purfue  & van^uifb  this  mighty 
failewing’d  monfter  that  menaces  to  fiwaUaw  up  the  Land,  nnlelfc 
her  bottomleffe  gorge  may  be  fatisfi  d with  the  blood  of  the  Kings 
daughter  the  Ghurch  5 and  may5  as  fhe  was  wont,  fill  her  dark  and 
infamous  den  with  the  bones  of  the  Saints.  Nor  will  any  one  have 
rcalbn  to  think  this  as  too  incredible  or  too  tragical  to  be  Ipok’n 
of  Prelaty,if  he  confider  well  from  what  a ma(Te  oTHrme  and  mud, 
the  (loathful  9 the  covetous  and  ambitious  hopes  of  Ghurch-pro- 
motions  and  fat  Bifhopricks  (he  is  bred  up  and  nuzzl’d  in*  like  a 
great  Python  from  her  youth?co  prove  the  general  poyfion  both  of 
do&rine  and  good  dificipline  in  the  Land^For  certainly  fiuch  hopes 
and  fiueh  principles  of  earth  as  thefie  wherein  fhe  welters  from  a 
yongone,  are  the  immediat  generation  both  of  afhvifh  and  tyran- 
nous life  to  follow.,  and  a peftiferous  contagion  to  the  whole  King- 
dom, till  like  that  fenborn  (erpent  fhe  be  (hot  to  death  with  the 
darts  of  the  fun,  the  pure  and  powerful  beams  of  Gods  word.  And 
this  may  fierve  to  deferibe  to  us  in  part,  whatPrelaty  hath  bin  and 
what5if  fhe  (bind,  (he  is  liketo  be  toward  the  whole  body  of  peo- 
ple in  England.  Now  that  it  may  appeare  hor*  (he  is  not  fiuch  a kind 
of  evil9as  hath  any  good*  or ufie  in  it,  which  many  evilshave,  buta 
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diftill’d  quinteflence,  a pure  elixar  of  mifchief,  peftileat  alike  to  all, 

I lhallhew  briefly,  ere  I conclude,  that  the  Prelats,  as  they  are  to 
the  fubjefts  a calamity , fo  are  they  the  grcateft  underminers  and 
betrayers  of  the  Monarch,  to  whom  they  feem  to  be  moll  favoura- 
ble. I cannot  better  liken  the  ftate  and  perfon  of  a King  them  to 
that  mighty  Na2arite  Samfon  ; who  being  difcipiin  d from  his 
birth  in  the  precepts  and  the  pra&ice  of  Temperance  and  So- 
briety , without  the  ftrong  drink  of  injurious  and  exceflive 
tdeiiresjgrows  up  to  a noble  llrength  and  perfe&ion  with  thofe  his 
iiluftrious  and  funny  locks  the  laws  waving  and  curling  about  his 
godlike  Ihoulders.  And  while  he  keeps  them  about  him  undi- 
miniflit  and  unihorn,  he  may  with  the  jaw-bone  of  an  Afle,  that  is, 
with  the  word  of  bis  meaneft  officer  fupprefle  and  put  to  confufion 
thoufands  of  thole  that  rile  againft  his  juft  power.But  laying  down 
his  head  among  the  ftrumpet  flatteries  of  Prelats  *•  while  he  fleeps 
and  thinks  no  harme,  they  t#ckedly  (having  off  ail  thofe  bright 
and  waighty  trefles  of  his  laws , and  juft  prerogatives  which  were 
his  ornament  and  ftrengtb, deliver  him  over  to  indiredf  and  violent 
counccls,which  as  thole  Philiftims  put  out  the  fair,  and  farre- ligh- 
ted eyes  of  his  natural  difeerning,  and  make  him  grindein  the 
prilon  houlc  of  their  linifter  ends  and  pra&ices  upon  him.  T ill  he 
knowing  this  prelatical  ralor  to  h^ve  berefc  him  of  his  wonted 
might, nourifti  again  his  puiflant  hair , the  golden  beames  of  Law 
and  Right;  and  they  fternly  ffiook,  thunder  with  ruin  upon  the 
beads  of  thofe  his  evil  counsellors,  but  not  without  great  aftli&ion 
to  himfelfe.  This  is  the  fum  of  their  loyal  fervice  to  Kings ; yet 
thefe  are  the  men  that  ftil  cry  the  King,  the  King,the  Lords  Anoin- 
ted. We  grant  it , and  wonder  how  they  came  to  light  upon  any 
thing  fo  true ; and  wonder  more , if  Kings  be  the  Lords  Anointed, 
how  they  dare  thus  oy  le  over  and  befmearc  fo  holy  an  un&ion  with 
the  corrupt  and  putrid  oyntment  of  their  bafe  flatteries;  which 
while  they  fmooth  the  skin,  ftrike  inward  and  envenom  the  life 
blood*  What  fidelity  Kings  can  expeft  from  Prelats  both  exam- 
ples paft , and  our  prelent  experience  of  their  doings  at  this  day, 
whereon  is  grounded  all  that  hath  bin  laid , may  luffice  to  inform 
us.  And  if  they  be  fuch  clippers  of  regal  power  and  (havers  of  the 
Laws,how  they  ftand  affe&ed  to  the  law  giving  Parlament,  your 
(elves, worthy  Peeres  and  Commons5can  belt  teftifie;the  current  of 
whofc  glorious  and  immortal  a&ions  hath  bin  only  oppos’d  by  the 
obfcurc  and  pernicious  defignes  of  the  Prelats  :until:their  inference 

- ” broke 


The  Reafon  of  Church-government , &c,  6 J 

broke  out  to  fuch  a bold  affront",  as  hath  juftly  immur'd  their 
haughty  looks  within  ftrong  wals.  Nor  have  they  done  any  thing 
of  late  with  more  diligence , then  to  hinder  or  break  the  happy  af- 
fembling  of  Parlaments , however  needfull  to  rcpaire  the  flutter'd 
and  disjoy  nted  fr>me  of  the  Common-wealth, or  if  they  cannot  do 
this  9 to  croffe,  to  disinablc,  and  traduce  all  Parlamentary  pro- 
ceedings. And  this , if  nothing  elfe, plainly  accufes  them  to  be  no 
lawful  members  of  the  houfe if  they  thus  perpetually  mutine.a- 
gamft  their  own  body.  And  though  they  pretend  like  Salomons 
harlot , that  they  have  right  thereto  , by  the  fame  judgement  that 
Salomon  gave,  it  cannot  belong  to  themfA  henas  it  is  not  oncly  their 
aflent,  but  their  endeavour  continually  to  divide  Parlaments  in 
twain-,  and  not  only  by  dividing,  but  by  ail  other  means  to  abolifh 
and  deftroy  the  free  ufe  of  them  to  all  pofterky. For  the  which  and 
for  all  their  former  mifdeeds,  wherof  this  book  and  many  volumes 
more  cannot  contain  the  moytie,  I fhal  move  yeeLards  in  the  be- 
- half  I dare  fay  of  manythoufand  good  Chriftians,  to  let  your 
jufticeand  fpeedy  fentence  pafle  againft  this  great  malefa&or  Pre- 
lacy. And  yet  in  the  midft  of  rigor  I would  befeech  ye  to  think  of 
mercy  5 andfuchamerey^Ifearel  fhaloverfhoot  with  a defire  to 
fave  this  falling  Prelaty,fuch  a mercyQf  I may  venture  to  fay  it  j as 
may  exceed  that  which  for  only  ten  righteous  perfons  would  have 
fav’d  Sodom.  Not  that  I dare  advifeye  to  contend  with  God  whe- 
ther he  or  you  fhal  be  more  merciful , but  in  your  wife  efteems  to 
ballance  the  offences  of  thofe  peccant  Citties  with  thefe  enormous 
riots  of  ungodly  mif-rule  thatPreiaty  hath  wrought  both  in  the 
Church  of  Chrift , and  in  the  ftate  of  this  Kingdoms  And  if  ye 
think  ye  may  with  a pious  preemption  ftrive  to  goe  beyond  God 
In  mercy,  I fhall  not  be  one  now  that  would  diffuade  ye.  Though 
God  for  leffe  then  ten  juft  perfons  would  not  fpare  Sodom,  yet  if 
youcan  finde  after  due  fearch  but  only  one  pood  thingin  prelaty, 
either  to  religion,  or  civil  goverment,  to  King  cr  Parlament3-  ;to 
Prince  or  people,  to  law,  liberty,  wealth  or  learning,  fpare  hef , let 
her  live,  let  her  fpread  among  ye,till  with  her  fnadow,all  your  dig- 
nities and  honours  , and  all  the  glory  of  the  land  be  darken’d  and 
. obfcurd.But  on  the  contrary  if  (he  be  fc-und  to  be  maligna  nt,hofti!e, 
deftruSivc  to  all  thefe,  as  nothing  can  be  furer,  then  let  your  fevere 
and  impartial  doom  imitate  the  divine  vengeance  ^ rain  down  your 
punifhing  force  upon  this  godleffe  and  oppreffing  government:  and ^ 
bring  fuch  a dead  Sea  of  fubverfiomepon  her,  that  (be  may  never  in 
this  Land  rife  more  to  afflict  the  holy  reformed  Church  a and  the 
eled  people  of  Qod.  The  end. 
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